
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON 
THURSDAY 18 JUNE 2015 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Acting Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Eddie Clanzy-Hodge; and Jimmy 
Morgan. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  District Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward) and Richard Hewitt (Clerk). 
 

1. Election of Chairman – Richard Jack agreed to be acting Chairman. 
2. Apologies for absence – Martin Bradford and Barry Gandy. 
3. Co-opt a new member – Cllr. Clanzy-Hodge agreed to approach a local member of the 

public to see if they would be interested in being co-opted to the parish council. 
4. Code of Conduct – The proposed amendment to the code of conduct was adopted 

unanimously. 
5. Declaration of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – None. 
6. Election of Vice Chairman – Postponed to next meeting. 
7. Representation on neighbourhood plan steering group – Postponed to the next meeting. 

Appointment to highways maintenance working group – Cllrs. Harrison, Clanzy-Hodge 
and Morgan kindly agreed to join the highways working group. 

8. Appointment of Village Hall representative – Cllr. Clanzy-Hodge. 
Appointment of Recreation Ground representative – Cllr. Jack. 

9. Appointment of Footpath Officer – Ian Robertson. 
10. Appointment of Tree Officer – Mike Williams. 
11. Review Policies and Procedures: Procedure for Freedom of Information requests to be 

reviewed.  Complaints procedure to be reviewed.  Press, media and website policy to be 
reviewed.  It was agreed to form a working group to review these policies and procedures 
at the next meeting.  The subscription and affiliation to HALC was noted. 

12. Transparency Code – The meeting noted the requirements of the new transparency code 
as set out by Grant Thornton. 

13. The minutes of the meetings held on 16 and 30 April 2015 were agreed and signed as a 
true record. 

14. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said the programmed work at 
Killhorse Lane will be completed sometime later.   There is a proposal to extend the 
30mph speed limit on Kitchen Hill road to include Little Furlongs, and Cllr. Bowen has 
requested this is extended further to Copper Corner.  Cllr. Bowen said he is honoured to 
have been elected Chairman of the Scrutiny Committee, and the committee will be 
reviewing smallholdings in the county shortly.  Herefordshire Council is aiming to save 
£10 million this year.  The Care Act will need to be funded with sufficient support from 
central government.  The Core Strategy is expected to be adopted by the end of July 
2015. 

15. Clerks Report – Heartstart training is taking place at the village hall on 16 July 2015; a 
note on garden bonfires has been submitted to Grapevine; the work on the Boundary 
Wall at God’s Acre has been completed, this work will be treated as a one-off, without 
prejudice, and a half share is approximately £80.00 – in the future quotations will be 
agreed before any work is undertaken; Herefordshire Council’s conservation officer has 
confirmed no application for the removal of a hedge at Chapel Terrace will be required in 
this instance; and an enquiry was received asking about any future developments that 
have arisen from the neighbourhood plan. 

16. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – No members 
of the public were present. 

17. Plans – The meeting noted planning applications 151311/F Land at the White House, 
Cullis Pitch from Whitehouse Lane, Orleton, SY8 4JG; and 151477/K Millbrook House, 
Millbrook Way, Orleton SY8 4H.  
 



18. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£10,339.26; and Money Manager – £24,368.37.   
ii) The following payments were agreed: Orleton Village Hall, parish council meetings, 
April-November 2015 and Heartstart training (£140.00); and Orleton Recreation 
Association, donation for annual insurance (£1,618.91). 
iii) The parish council considered a letter from the Village Hall Committee re: donation to 
resurface the village hall car park.  The cost of the resurfacing works highlighted by the 
letter was noted.  At this time, the parish council felt unable to increase the £10,000 
donation earmarked for the work, but would be willing to look again at this later in the 
year. 

19. Extension of 30mph zone at Kitchen Hill – The meeting agreed to request a site meeting 
with the Traffic Regulation Officer, Herefordshire Council at 8.30am on Thursday 9 July 
2015. 

20. Lengthsman and Footpaths – The meeting asked the lengthsman to strim Deakins Lane.   
21. Neighbourhood Plan – The steering group has made a grant application for the analysis 

of the questionnaires and help with drafting the plan.  The next meeting of the steering 
group is scheduled for 13 July 2015. 

22. Little Furlongs – The meeting noted the following update from Ward Cllr. Bowen; a 
staggered gate will be installed where the footpath from Little Furlongs joins Kitchen Hill 
road; the builders’ debris has been left for the use of a local landowner; and the turfed 
pavement will not be kerbed. 

23. Email re: traffic at the school  – The meeting agreed to set up a Community Speed 
Watch with West Mercia Police, which will allow volunteers to monitor traffic speed in the 
village.  As the equipment to run a Community Speed Watch is limited, it was agreed ask 
West Mercia Police if it is possible to share the equipment, or to pay for the cost of the 
equipment.  It may be possible to share the cost of purchasing the equipment, if required, 
with neighbouring parishes.  The parish council noted that Ward Cllr. Bowen has asked 
traffic management officers at Herefordshire Council to install a 20mph speed limit either 
side of the school. 

24. HALC and Herefordshire Council briefing – Interested members will attend the briefings 
for newly elected parish councillors at Shirehall.  The option for a dedicated HALC 
briefing at Orleton will be reviewed following the Shirehall briefings. 

25. Shrub planting on road frontage – The matter has been resolved. 
26. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – None. 
27. Information items – Noted. 

 
[The meeting was closed to members of the public.] 
 

28. Local connection re: two shared ownership properties at Little Furlongs; and at Halletts 
Well – The meeting agreed a local connection for the two bedroom shared ownership 
property, and requested the remaining 3 bed shared ownership property is reallocated as 
a rental which the parish council believes will be more likely to be used by someone with 
a local connection to the village.  The vacant rental property at Hallett’s Well has been let 
to local people. 

29. Date for next meeting – Wednesday 8 July 2015.   
The meeting closed at 9.50.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


