
 
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON 
THURSDAY 18 MAY 2017 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Eddie Clanzy-Hodge; Paul Smith; 
and Robin Tibbles.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Mr B Rogers, Orleton Relief In Need; Will Sanders, Footpath Officer; Ward 
Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); Ms Topham, The Boot Inn; and Richard Hewitt (Clerk).  
One member of the public was present. 
 

1. Election of Chairman – Richard Jack was elected Chairman in his absence. 
2. Apologies for absence – Richard Jack and Paul Gallagher. 
3. Declaration of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – The Vice Chairman 

declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in #20 letter re: 163553 Amiss Orchard. 
4. Election of Vice Chairman – Barry Gandy was elected Vice Chairman. 
5. Review Asset Schedule – Mr B Rogers said Orleton Relief in Need was set up in August 

1975 with the assistance of the Charity Commission and independent trustees that were 
initially appointed by the parish council.  Since then the charity has rented out the land 
and submits accounts to the commission. Beneficiaries of the income produced by the 
rent are selected by the charity.  Mr Rogers said the charity will review the registration of 
the land, and the parish council will review the minutes from 1975. 

6. The Boot Inn, Asset of Community Value process – The meeting noted that the Boot Inn 
has been listed as an asset of community value by Herefordshire Council.  Ms Topham 
said the Boot Inn is for sale on the open market.  The parish council agreed to consult 
with the community at the forthcoming annual parish meeting on 31 May 2017. 

7. Appoint council members to neighbourhood plan steering group and highways 
maintenance working group – The Vice Chairman and Chairman were appointed as 
parish council members of the neighbourhood plan steering group.  Cllrs Harrison and 
Clanzy-Hodge kindly agreed to join the highways maintenance working group. 

8. Appointment of representatives:  Cllr. Smith kindly agreed to represent the parish council 
at village hall management committee meetings.  It was agreed to ask the Chairman to 
continue to represent the parish council at recreation ground association meetings. 

9. Appointment of Footpath Officer – Mr W Sanders. 
10. Appointment of Tree Officer – Mr M Williams.  Mr Williams has asked that consideration 

is given to finding a new tree officer as he intends to step down from the role in 12 
months. 

11. Review Policies and Procedures – The meeting agreed to review policies on Freedom of 
Information Requests and complaints.  Press and Media enquiries should be directed to 
the Chairman or Vice Chairman.  The parish council subscribes to the Herefordshire 
Association of Local Councils. 

12. Governance statement – The Clerk read out the Annual Governance Statement.  All 
statements in the Annual Governance Statement were unanimously agreed and signed 
by the Chairman and Clerk.  

13. Parish Council Accounts – The Annual Accounts for 2016-17 were considered by the 
meeting, unanimously agreed and signed by the Chairman and Clerk  

14. Risk schedule – This was reviewed and agreed.  The meeting noted the parish council’s 
standing orders and financial regulations need to be updated. 

15. Insurance Policy – This was reviewed and agreed.  Arrangements for the upkeep and 
maintenance of God’s Acre are to be reviewed. 

16. The minutes of the meeting held on 20 April 2017 were agreed and signed as a true 
record. 
 



 
17. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said Balfour Beatty responded to 

the repeated requests to resurface the B4362 at Comberton, and the work is now 
completed.  The pothole in the centre of the B4361 by the Bakers Arms has yet to be 
repaired.  The £8-11 million expected from the legal ruling is likely to be available to 
Herefordshire Council in early autumn.  Once received, it is expected to be used for the 
roads.  There is also additional grant funding from government for roads. 
 
The sale of the county smallholdings is likely to raise up to £40 million, and Ward Cllr. 
Bowen believes this should be invested, for example in student accommodation for the 
new university, which is expected to be operating in two years.  The link road from 
Hereford Station to Edgar Street is expected to be completed by January 2018. 
 
Herefordshire Council’s accounts broke even in 2016-17.  There is a new director of 
finance.  The county’s schools are doing well.  They are mostly good or outstanding, and 
results are improving.  The new transport to schools scheme has saved around 
£250,000.   
 
The use of the 490 bus has increased, helped by the new stop at the caravan park by 
Ludlow.  Ludlow Town Council is to contribute £2,000 towards the service in 2017-18.  
The contribution made by the parish council in 2016-17 has been greatly appreciated. 
 
Herefordshire Council’s constitution is being reviewed.  The threshold for declaration of 
gifts has been decreased to £20.00.  Councillors’ allowances are to be reviewed.  There 
is a bid for Hereford and county to be the City of Culture in 2021. 

18. Clerks Report – A notice in Grapevine will highlight the steps agreed by the parish 
council to address speeding.  West Mercia Police has advised the data collected shows 
speeds are too high for a Community Speed Watch scheme, and have passed the 
information to the Safer Neighbourhood Team to look at enforcement.  The form to 
request a new SID socket at Comberton has been completed.  The neighbourhood 
development plan has been updated in line with the Delegated Decision document from 
Herefordshire Council, and is ready for referendum in July.  The steering group will be 
developing a flyer to raise awareness of the date of the referendum once it is known.  A 
response has been made to an enquiry on the neighbourhood plan site assessments and 
steering group, which included the parish council members of the steering group, and 
referenced the neighbourhood plan and Herefordshire Council websites.  The 
neighbourhood development plan website is being updated in preparation for the 
referendum.  The Good Councillors Guide 2017 booklet has been circulated.  The 
outcome of the grant application to the War Memorials Trust is expected by the end of 
August 2017. 

19. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – There were no 
matters raised. 

20. Plans 
171443 11 Mortimer Drive, Orleton, SY8 4JW – Proposed single storey extension.  The 
planning application was supported. 
 
[The Vice Chairman left the meeting.  Cllr. Smith chaired the meeting.] 
 
Letter from Border Oak re: 163553 Amiss Orchard, Orleton – The letter was noted, 
and that the parish council will only comment on planning applications presented for 
consultation by planning services, Herefordshire Council. 
 
[The Vice Chairman re-joined the meeting and resumed chairing the meeting.] 



 
The meeting noted Herefordshire Council has granted planning permission for 170555 
Stone Cottage.   

21. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£14,357.03; and Money Manager – £20,298.71.  A receipt of £12,500 from Herefordshire 
Council for the precept was noted. 
ii) The following payments were agreed:  Orleton Village Hall, meetings 2017 (£220.00); 
AON UK Limited, parish council insurance (£591.68); and Data Orchard, neighbourhood 
plan (£295.56). 

22. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – The Clerk reported that the kissing gate ordered 
from Balfour Beatty remains out of stock.  Locality stewards are responsible for the initial 
review of village gate sites; the locality steward is to propose a date for a site meeting for 
this purpose in July 2017.  Balfour Beatty has provided 3 PROW signs, and the footpaths 
officer was advised to obtain a post via the lengthsman.  The lengthsman has been 
asked to contact the footpaths officer to survey a footbridge which requires maintenance.  
The lengthsman was asked to take care not to cut the daffodils and bluebells when 
strimming the bank on Millbrook Way, and similarly to safeguard the snowdrops on 
Deacon’s Lane.   

23. Planting of bulbs in the village – The lengthsman will be asked to provide a quotation to 
plant bulbs at St George’s Crescent and Hallet’s Well.   

24. Large poppies for Remembrance Sunday – It was agreed to purchase 30 large poppies 
from the British Legion at an estimated cost of £30.00. 

25. Parish council projects, 2017-18 – Provision of broadband at the village hall will be 
considered at the next meeting.  

26. Date of the parish council meeting scheduled for July 2017 – The July meeting will be on 
either 13 or 20 July, depending on the date of the neighbourhood plan referendum.  The 
objective is not to meet on the same day the referendum is held. 

27. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – Provision of additional parking at St 
George’s Crescent. 

28. Information items – Noted. 
29. Date for next meeting – Wednesday 31 May 2017, to follow the annual parish meeting.   

 
The meeting closed at 9.58pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


