
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING HELD AT 7.00PM ON 
THURSDAY 19 MAY 2016 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Eddie Clanzy-Hodge; and Paul 
Smith.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Ward Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); Ms Topham, The Boot Inn; Mr 
M Jones, The Bakers Arms; and Richard Hewitt (Clerk).  Two members of the public were 
present. 
 

1. Election of Chairman – Richard Jack was elected Chairman in his absence. 
2. Apologies for absence – Richard Jack. 
3. Co-opt a new member – Postponed to next meeting. 
4. Declaration of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Paul Smith declared 

a disclosable pecuniary interest in planning application 161336 Timbercroft. 
5. Election of Vice Chairman – Barry Gandy was elected Vice Chairman. 
6. Listing of Community Assets – Representatives of the Bakers Arms and The Boot Inn 

asked the parish council to reconsider the applications to list the pubs as community 
assets.  The parish council AGREED unanimously to withdraw the applications, and also 
to withdraw the application to list the shop and Post Office as an asset of community 
value. 

7. Appoint council members to neighbourhood plan steering group and highways 
maintenance working group – The Vice Chairman kindly agreed to join the Chairman as 
parish council members of the neighbourhood plan steering group.  Cllrs Harrison and 
Clanzy-Hodge kindly agreed to join the highways maintenance working group. 

8. Appointment of representatives:  Cllr. Smith kindly agreed to represent the parish council 
at village hall management committee meetings.  It was agreed to ask the Chairman to 
represent the parish council at recreation ground association meetings. 

9. Appointment of Footpath Officer – Mr W Sanders. 
10. Appointment of Tree Officer – Mr M Williams. 
11. Review Policies and Procedures – The meeting agreed to review policies on Freedom of 

Information Requests and complaints.  Press and Media enquiries should be directed to 
the Chairman or Vice Chairman.  The only subscription the parish council has is the 
Herefordshire Association of Local Councils. 

12. Parish Council Accounts – The Clerk read out the Annual Governance Statement.  All 
statements in the Annual Governance Statement were unanimously agreed and signed 
by the Chairman and Clerk.  The Annual Accounts for 2015-16 were considered by the 
meeting, unanimously agreed and signed by the Chairman and Clerk  

13. Risk schedule – This was reviewed and agreed.  The meeting noted the parish council’s 
standing orders and financial regulations need to be updated. 

14. Insurance Policy – This was reviewed and agreed. 
15. The minutes of the meeting held on 21 April 2016 were agreed and signed as a true 

record. 
16. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said 60 Syrian refugees will be 

living in Herefordshire shortly, supported financially by the government for two years.  
Balfour Beatty has been asked to make sure water flows properly under the bridge on 
Millbrook Way, and to take action to repair the road past Comberton.  The Transport Plan 
looks like it will include a commitment to making more effective, long term repairs.  An 
additional £670,000 has been provided by government for pothole repairs, and Ward Cllr. 
Bowen said he has asked that Herefordshire Council seriously considers allocating 
reserves, or borrowing, to bring more of the roads up to a reasonable standard.  Doing 
this is believed to save money in the long term as fewer defects will then require 
temporary repair.   



 
The bin on the lay-by at Rosebank has been cleared, and the bin by the bus shelter 
should now be emptied on a regular basis.  Planning application 152204/O Land 
opposite Orleton School has been granted by Herefordshire Council’s planning 
committee and will be subject to conditions.  There is no information to date on who will 
be responsible for the proposed allotments, nature area and car park. 

17. Clerks Report – There is a new timetable for the 490 bus service, effective from 16 April 
2016, which maintains the off-peak services re-introduced in May 2015.  Balfour Beatty 
has been asked to empty the bin by the bus shelter.  The Regulation 14 public 
consultation on the draft neighbourhood plan is well under way and will conclude on 20 
June 2016.  The Pensions Regulator has advised that the staging date for automatic 
enrolment is 1 May 2017.  The member of the public asked to consider emptying the dog 
bins at Millbrook Way and St George’s Crescent is already a volunteer who helps empty 
the dog bins on the recreation ground.  The parish council suggested another member of 
the public to approach.  

18. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – A member of 
the public asked about work to renovate the war memorial.  The Clerk said the War 
Memorials Trust has responded to the pre-grant application made by the parish council, 
and a full report on this will be provided at the next meeting.  

19. Plans 
161033 Workshop at Orchard Farm, Orleton, SY8 4HE – Change of use from 
chocolate factory to ancillary/holiday accommodation for residential use.  The application 
was supported. 
 
[Cllr.Smith left the meeting.] 
 
161336 Timbercroft, Kitchen Hill Road, Orleton, SY8 4HN – Proposed garage 
conversion, extend porch, build new garage to front, build covered area and play room to 
rear and removal and replacement of trees and landscaping works.  The parish council 
believes the plans do not fully reflect the landscape which means the garage will be more 
intrusive than indicated. The steep elevation means the wall of the garage will be unduly 
high and overbearing on the streetscape, and adversely impact the conservation area. 
 
[Cllr.Smith rejoined the meeting.] 
 
The meeting noted Herefordshire Council has granted planning permission for 160626 at 
1 Mortimer Drive and outline planning permission for P152204/O Land opposite Orleton 
School. 

20. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£20,662.46; and Money Manager – £24,286.84.  Receipts of £12,500 and £1,051.43 
from Herefordshire Council for the precept and 2015-16 lengthsman scheme were noted. 
ii) The following payments were agreed: Orleton Village Hall, annual parish meeting 
(£20.00); Herefordshire Council, production of NDP flyer (£49.50); PIP Printing, NDP 
document and response forms (£300.25); Clerk, salary increment, April 2016 (£48.20);  
B Gandy, biscuits for annual parish meeting (£4.83); and AON UK Limited, parish council 
insurance ( £578.48).   
iii) The standing order which pays the Clerk’s salary was updated to reflect the new 
SCP21 rate, which is effective from 1 April 2016. 

21. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – The meeting agreed to approach the landowner 
of the field behind Church Lane to ask if the parish council can put up a sign requesting 
that people stick to the footpath.  Hitrees has been asked to undertake the usual 
strimming around the village, and will now include around the gateway by Little Furlongs. 



 
22. Resurfacing of the village hall car park and surfacing of adjacent recreation ground 

overflow car park – The Clerk reported that the loan for £20,000 has been agreed by the 
Public Works Load Board.  A pre-contract meeting with the contractor and parish council 
appointed manager has been arranged for Monday 25 May 2016.  The loan will be 
requested once the resurfacing work has commenced.   

23. Drones and potential invasion of privacy – It was agreed to put a notice in Grapevine to 
remind people of the CAA guidance with regard to the flying of drones and model aircraft.  
Cllr. Clanzy-Hodge kindly agreed to write a short summary of the relevant CAA 
regulations. 

24. Parish council communications: village website, noticeboard and Grapevine – Cllr. 
Clanzy-Hodge said the village website needed more updates.  Members agreed to 
review the website and advise on updates to consider or additional information to 
include. 

25. Community grant – The meeting asked that the recreation ground is made aware of a 
new community grant supported by Heineken. 

26. Proposed pavement at Little Furlongs – Ward Cllr. Bowen kindly agreed to review the 
matter with South Shropshire Housing Association. 

27. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – None. 
28. Information items – Noted. 
29. Date for next meeting – Thursday 16 June 2016.   

The meeting closed at 9.24pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


