
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
AT 7.00 PM ON THURSDAY 15 JANUARY 2015 
 
PRESENT  Colin Mitchell – Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Di Harris; Brian Powell; and James 
Morgan. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  District Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); and Richard Hewitt, 
Clerk. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Richard Jack. 
2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – None. 
3. The parish council AGREED the minutes of the meeting held on 20 November 

2014, and the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 4 December 2014. 
4. Co-opt new member of the parish council – The meeting agreed that Cllr Powell will 

ask Martin Bradford if he is willing to be co-opted on to the parish council. 
5. Election of Vice Chairman – The parish council agreed to leave the position vacant 

until after the election in May 2015.  
6. Receive report on Herefordshire Council – District Cllr. Bowen said fly tipping below 

High Cullis has been reported to Herefordshire Council.  There are increasing 
incidents of fly tipping.  The Local Enterprise Partnership is working well for 
Herefordshire with a contribution of £17 million to the county.  Care needs to be 
maintained in rural areas and alternative care systems are being looked at to 
achieve this.  Due to weather conditions it is not an ideal time for road works –  
Balfour Beatty’s road maintenance programme will pick up in the Spring.  The 
footpath by the Old Bakery has been fitted with ramps, but the underlying problem 
of the nearby hedge needs to  be addressed by the property owner.  The new 
shopping centre on the Old Cattle Market site has been a great success and has 
increased trade in High Town as well. 

7. Clerks Report – The defect on the footpath by the Old Bakery has been reported to 
Balfour Beatty’s locality steward.  Herefordshire Council’s conservation officer will 
advise on the condition of Church Yard Cottage.  An additional or larger bin, or 
more frequent emptying of the existing bin, has been requested for the lay-by on the 
approach to Rosebank from Orleton on the B4361.  The owner of Chapel Terrace 
has advised the Clerk by telephone that they will check whether planning 
permission is required for the removal of the hedge that was undertaken last 
autumn. 

8. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – A 
member of the public asked about housing targets for the county, and was 
concerned about the impact on the current sewage system.  The Chairman said the 
parish council was aware of the sewage problem in the county and the 
neighbourhood plan will look at infrastructure. 

9. Plans 
P143627/FH Waterloo Lodge, Orleton Common, Orleton, SY8 4JG - Proposed 
first floor extension and single storey extension.  The planning application was 
supported. 
P143702/K 8 Ashley Walk, Orleton, SY8 4HD – To fell three Ash trees.  The 
parish council had no objection to pollarding the trees, but would like to see them 
retained as they contribute to the look and character of this part of the recreation 
ground. 
 
Herefordshire Council has granted planning applications at 1 The Hallets 
(P143363/FH) and Deakins Cottage (P143144/FH). 

  



 
10. Accounts 

i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: 
Treasurer – £6,488.19; and Money Manager – £30,839.22. 
ii) The following payments were agreed: Greenbarnes Ltd, parish noticeboard 
(£2,169.11); HITREES, erection of parish noticeboard (£150.00); Village Hall, 
neighbourhood plan meeting, 17 November 2014 (£20.00); Methodist Chapel, 
donation re: extraordinary meeting held on 4 December 2014 (£20.00); Data 
Orchard, neighbourhood plan consultation (£823.00); Hoople Ltd., maps, 
neighbourhood plan questionnaire (£165.60); PIP Printing, neighbourhood plan 
questionnaire pack (£851.04); Community Development Foundation, refund of 
unused neighbourhood plan grant for period to 31 Dec. 2014 (2,603.12); and Clerk, 
salary increment, October-December 2014; and expenses, September-December 
2014 (£411.29). 
iii) The meeting agreed to transfer £7,650 from the money manager to treasurer 
account. 

11. Transport service to Ludlow – The Chairman said two people have responded to 
the note in Grapevine requesting expressions of interest in a supplemental form of 
transport to Ludlow.  This makes three expressions of interest to date which the 
parish council felt was not sufficient to operate, or support, an additional service 
from Orleton to Ludlow.  The meeting noted that local Ludlow taxi companies did 
not wish to operate a taxi based service as they would require a different licence for 
this service.  The meeting agreed to ask for expressions of interest in Grapevine 
again, and consider the matter at the next meeting. 

12. Public access defibrillator – The meeting noted that there has been no response to 
the request in Grapevine for someone with a medical background to ‘sponsor’ the 
application for a British Heart Foundation grant.  The Clerk reported that the local 
GP surgery is checking whether it is able to host the defibrillator and also be the 
sponsor for the purposes of the grant application.  The parish council agreed that 
working with the GP surgery is preferred, but if this is not possible, the defibrillator 
should be purchased without the benefit of a British Heart Foundation grant, and 
hosted at the shop.   

13. Renovation and re-siting of bench at recreation ground  – The meeting agreed to 
have a site meeting with the recreation ground association to agree the new 
location for the renovated bench and confirm the method of its removal, making 
good and so on. 

14. Lengthsman and footpaths – There was no lengthsman report.  The meeting noted 
an email from the Footpaths Officer to say the removal of the stile at OL19 by the 
bridge will be removed after approaching the landowner.  The Footpaths Officer will 
progress this in February 2015.   

15. Speaker at Annual Parish Meeting – The meeting suggested the topic at the Annual 
Parish Meeting should focus on the public access defibrillator. 

16. BT Consultation on Public Payphone removals – The parish council agreed to 
purchase the telephone kiosk in the village from BT for £1.00.  

17. Neighbourhood plan – The Clerk reported the questionnaire pack, which includes 
housing needs and a call for land, has been printed, and will be distributed to every 
household in February 2015.  The meeting reviewed grant expenditure for the 
period to 31 December 2015. 

18. Parish Council website – The meeting approved the draft website kindly developed 
by Eddie Clanzy-Hodge.  

19. Brimfield and Little Hereford Neighbourhood Development Plan – The parish 
council noted the consultation on the draft Brimfield and Little Hereford plan. 

20. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – None. 
 



 
 
 

21. Information items – Noted. 
 [The meeting was closed to the public in order to verify local connections at Little 
 Furlongs, Kitchen Hill] 

22. Little Furlongs – The local connection working group reported that the local 
connection that was undecided in November 2014 for the part owned properties has 
subsequently been approved following the submission of additional information.  
The working group has confirmed nine local connections for the rented properties.  
The parish council noted the report, and South Shropshire Housing Association’s 
intention to encourage further applications for the part owned houses through an 
article in Grapevine. 
 

23. Date of next meeting – Thursday, 19 February 2015. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.15 pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


