
 
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 15 
JUNE 2017 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Chairman; Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Eddie 
Clanzy-Hodge; Robin Tibbles; Paul Gallagher; and Paul Smith.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Ward Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); Jeremy Howell Thomas, 
Village Hall Committee; and Richard Hewitt (Clerk).  There were eight members of the public 
present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – None. 
2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllr. Harrison 

declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in 171875 Overton Farm.  Cllr. Gandy declared 
a non disclosable interest in #9 iv) provision of broadband at the village hall.  Cllr. Tibbles 
declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in #13 information requirements to consider a 
community bid for the Boot Inn. 

3. The minutes of the annual meeting held on 18 May 2017 and meeting held on 31 May 
2017 were agreed and signed as a true record. 

4. Proposals to address speeding – The Chairman reported on a meeting with West Mercia 
Police held earlier in the day.  The main measures suggested by West Mercia Police 
were village gates, speed indicator devices, making sure speed limit signs are kept clear, 
using red tarmac and painting dragons teeth.  West Mercia Police will look at the shop as 
well and suggest ways to encourage traffic to slow down.  There is little funding available, 
so any proposals implemented will require financial support by the parish council.  West 
Mercia Police said there will be periodic enforcement at Orleton. 

5. Clerk’s report and reports on meetings attended by parish councillors – The Clerk said 
the notices for the 2016-17 annual return have been posted on the Orleton Village 
website and parish noticeboard.  Severn Trent Water is aiming to begin the planned 
works at Mortimer Drive in the third week of July, and will hold a drop in session for local 
people.  The wall between the memorial ground and #4 Mortimer Drive will be reviewed 
with the owner of the adjacent bungalow. 
 
Cllr. Smith reported on the recent annual general meeting of the village hall committee, 
which has formed a sub-committee to move forward projects to refurbish the hall. 
 

6. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – Residents from 
Little Furlongs presented a letter which reported rats and poor maintenance of the private 
grassed area behind the properties, which is believed to belong to Shropshire Housing.  
It was agreed to invite Shropshire Housing to a meeting to look at what might be done to 
make better use of the unused land. 
 
Ward Cllr. Bowen said he will ask environmental health to tackle the reported rat 
infestation as a matter of urgency, and ask why earlier reports appeared not to be acted 
upon.   
 
Three members of the public expressed concern at planning application 171875 Overton 
Farm, and that work required from an earlier planning application at Overton Farm 
appeared not to have been completed.  Ward Cllr. Bowen said the concerns will be 
raised with planning enforcement. 
 



 
7. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said Hoople may form a closer 

relationship with Wye Valley NHS Trust, which should help sustain the organisation.  Two 
of the three scrutiny committees are chaired by local ward councillors.  Ward Cllr. Gandy 
has been appointed chair of the children’s services scrutiny committee, and Ward Cllr. 
Bowen has been re-appointed chair of the general overview and scrutiny committee.  
The latter is reviewing the water and minerals plan which aims to reduce phosphates in 
the Lugg and Wye, and safeguard fish stocks and the quality of water.  The general 
overview and scrutiny committee will be reviewing the roads contract shortly. 
 
The appeals process with regard to the legal award of £8 million (plus interest) in favour 
of the county council appears to be coming to an end, which means the funding should 
soon be available.  Ward Cllr. Bowen is urging the additional funds are used to improve 
the roads. 

8. Plans  
171875 Overton Farm, Orleton, Ludlow, Herefordshire SY8 4HZ – Agricultural 
workshop and storage of implements.  Orleton Parish Council decided to object to the 
proposed plans because:   
i) The need for the agricultural workshop is not explained, and there is no detail regarding 
the purpose or use of such a building.  Without this information it is not possible to 
understand the impact on the near neighbours to the proposed workshop.  This is felt to 
be particularly important because significant transformer equipment was placed by the 
boundary with a neighbouring property following approval of planning application 160431, 
but there was no reference to this equipment in the aforesaid application; 
ii) The proposed drainage does not appear to take account of the current situation 
whereby run-off from the existing buildings is reported to run down the public road next to 
the Overton Farm; and 
iii) Complaints of noise from the electricity generating equipment housed in the adjacent 
building have yet to be satisfactorily addressed.  The commitment in the noise 
assessment does not appear to have been delivered, and the parish council is concerned 
this may be due to the building requiring completion in line with planning application 
160431.  Neighbours have reported constant noise in excess of the levels in the noise 
assessment.  The parish council considers the excess noise generated by the site needs 
to be addressed before consideration can be given to further development. 
 
Request from the Recreation Association for the parish council to make a planning 
application for the proposed new pavilion – It was decided to postpone a decision in 
order to understand more about: i) the timing of the build.  There was a concern that, 
given the funding shortfall for the project highlighted at the annual parish meeting, any 
planning permissions may lapse prior to the confirmation of funding; and ii) to review the 
full planning application before committing to make the application.  The recreation 
association will be invited to the next meeting. 
 
The following planning decisions by Herefordshire Council were reported:  171030, 12 
Millbrook Way (planning permission); and 163553 Amiss Orchard (refused). 

9. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£14,116.59; and Money Manager – £20,298.71.  The receipt of £1,176.00 from 
Herefordshire Council for the lengthsman and P3 footpaths grant for the final quarter of 
2016-17 was noted. 
ii) The following payments were agreed: Leo Pest Control, empty community dog bins St 
George’s Crescent and Millbrook Way (£91.20); and Honorarium, internal auditor 
(£50.00).  



It was noted that the parish council’s bank is closing the branch based Safe Keeping 
service.  The meeting agreed to sign a letter authorising the Clerk to collect the 
documents held at the bank. 
iii) The parish council agreed the cost of £445 (plus VAT), which will be charged by 
Balfour Beatty for assessing a suitable site for the proposed new speed indicator socket 
at Comberton. 
iv) Mr Howell Thomas, village hall committee, presented options for the provision of 
broadband, and explained the reasons the committee supports the quotation from BT.  
The parish council agreed to fund the broadband service for the first three years, which 
will cost £1,690.38 (plus VAT). 
v) The parish council agreed to ask the contractor to empty the dog bins at St George’s 
Crescent and Millbrook Way for the time being.  The service will be reviewed at the 
annual meeting in 2018. 
vi) Review asset schedule – It was agreed to obtain a quotation for the refurbishment of 
the bench by the telephone kiosk in the village.  The condition of other benches on Green 
Lane, Tunnel Lane and the Goggin will be reviewed. 

10. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – Balfour Beatty is due to deliver the kissing gate 
ordered to replace the stile by Tunnel Lane on OL12.  The lengthsman has contacted the 
footpath officer to review outstanding jobs.  Cllrs. Smith and Jack kindly agreed to meet 
the lengthsman at St George’s Crescent to discuss where to plant bulbs on the bank. 

11. Neighbourhood Development Plan – The meeting supported the steering group’s agreed 
information leaflet to raise awareness of the referendum.  The leaflet will be delivered to 
households by hand by volunteers.  All councillors agreed to help with the distribution of 
the leaflet.  The £243.81 cost of printing the leaflets and 32 copies of the neighbourhood 
development plan and policies maps was agreed.  The referendum will be on 20 July 
2017. 

12. Request to extend parking area at St George’s Crescent by digging out the bank – The 
parish council considered quotations obtained by a member of the public for extending 
parking at St George’s Crescent.  It was noted that the work will require the permission of 
Herefordshire Council, which owns the land, and may also require planning permission.  
In addition, there has been a request to introduce a disabled persons’ space which is 
being considered by Herefordshire Council.  It was agreed to look at both matters at the 
next meeting. 

13. Community bid, The Boot Inn – It was agreed to form a working group to review the 
process and information requirements needed to be able to consider a bid should the 
pub not be sold as a going concern on the open market.  The working group is open to all 
interested members.  An article setting out the parish council’s position was agreed and 
will be published in Grapevine and placed on the parish noticeboard. 

14. Code of Conduct – The parish council agreed to adopt the new code of conduct as 
proposed by Herefordshire Council. 

15. Consultation on Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) - Dog Control – Noted. 
16. Parish council projects, 2017-18 – An update on the refurbishment of the village pump 

was requested for the next meeting.  
17. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – There were no matters raised. 
18. Information items – Noted. 
19. Date for next meeting – 7.30pm, Thursday 20 June 2017.  

 
The meeting closed at 9.49pm.  

 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


