
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 15 
OCTOBER 2015 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Chairman; Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Martin Bradford; Eddie 
Clanzy-Hodge; Paul Smith; and Jimmy Morgan. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Mr I Robertson, Footpath Officer; Ward Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher 
Ward); and Richard Hewitt (Clerk). 
 

1. Election of Chairman – Cllr. Richard Jack was elected unanimously to the position, and 
signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman. 

2. Apologies for absence – Jenny Harrison. 
3. Co-opt a new member – Mr Paul Smith was co-opted and signed the Declaration of 

Acceptance of Office. 
4. Declaration of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllr. Bradford 

declared a non-disclosable interest in item 26 re: local connection for Little Furlongs. 
5. Item 17 of the minutes of the meeting held on 17 September 2015 were amended to 

insert “, or 4+ years before completion”.  Item 18 was amended to replace £17,000 with 
£17,125.  With these amendments the minutes of the 17 September 2015 meeting were 
agreed and signed as a true record. 

6. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen sent his apologies.  Cllr. Bowen’s 
report was read out by the Clerk and noted by the meeting.  The meeting asked whether 
planning application 152204 Land opposite Orleton School was going to be decided by 
the planning committee. 

7. Clerks Report – A defective streetlight on Church Lane has been reported to 
Herefordshire Council.  Cllr. Clanzy-Hodge has stood down as parish council 
representative on the village hall committee; A report from Severn Trent Water re: 
sewage infrastructure highlighted that “some additional surveys [are required] to 
establish further manhole and sewer levels”.  An email from South Shropshire Housing 
Association provided details of the grounds maintenance schedule at Little Furlongs. 
Masonry in the brook has been reported to Herefordshire Council and Balfour Beatty – it 
was agreed to request the support of Ward Cllr. Bowen in this matter.  The overgrown 
hedge opposite the school and footpath at St George’s Crescent has been reported to 
Balfour Beatty.  Herefordshire Council has been asked to consider options to increase 
parking provision for residents of St George’s Crescent.  The forthcoming requirement for 
‘automatic enrolment’ by the Pensions Regulator will apply to organisations with a 
minimum payroll of £10.000.  Cllr. Morgan kindly agreed to contact a riparian landowner 
to request the clearance of the brook.  Age UK have sent a letter requesting funding 
support – it was agreed to consider this at the next meeting. 

8. Lengthsman and Footpaths – The Clerk reported that Hitrees has strimmed at Deakins 
Lane and Church Lane, sprayed weeds on pavements in the village, strimmed the bank 
at Millbrook Way and around all the seats and strimmed God’s Acre and around the 
pylons at Little Furlongs.  The Footpaths Officer said he intended to step down from the 
role from April 2016, and will also stop being the Neighbourhood Watch coordinator from 
January 2016.  The parish council thanked Mr Robertson for his hard work and 
dedication in both roles.  It was agreed to ask the lengthsman to cut back an overgrown 
hedge that is obstructing the footpath to the rear of the Boot as a one-off.  Cllr Bradley 
kindly agreed to contact the landowner to confirm this arrangement with the property 
owner. 

9. Village Pump, Deakins Lane – The meeting noted the request from residents local to the 
village pump to limit renovation to the provision of a new handle and top for the pump.  
Balfour Beatty will be asked to provide a new grid for the drain at the village pump.  The 
matter will be considered at a future meeting. 
 



 
10. Proposal to clean the War Memorial – Cllr. Bradford reported that the memorial has been 

cleared, and railings repainted by volunteers in time for the remembrance ceremony in 
November.  The parish council thanked the two members of the public who undertook 
this project with Cllr Bradley, and agreed on this occasion to reimburse the cost of the 
paint.  The meeting considered a proposed quotation for pressure washing the memorial 
and agreed to ask a conservation stonemason to look at the memorial and make 
recommendations regarding this proposed work, a reported crack in the right hand pillar, 
and whether re-pointing is required. 

11. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – A member of 
the public thanked the parish council for the repair of potholes in Church Lane.  A 
member of the Orleton Village Allotment Association said the new shed and toilet is now 
on-site, and the allotments have been visited by Ward Cllr.Bowen.   

12. Plans –  
152471 Old School House Kitchen Hill Road Orleton Herefordshire SY8 4HN – 
Proposed additions, alterations, refurbishment, external repairs and conversion into a 
dwelling of the Old School House. Construction of new garage and plant room with loft 
storage space.  The parish council opposed the application on the grounds of access and 
scale.  The access to the site is via an established bridleway which is restricted to 
agricultural traffic and use as a footpath.  The bridleway is already being used for 
parking, blocking access to the field at the end of the track.  The scale of the garage is 
excessive.  The storage area has the benefit of both velux skylights and dormer 
windows, which again seems excessive for the stated purposes of the building.  The 
meeting agreed to request Ward Cllr. Bowen’s support in keeping the bridleway clear and 
free of parked vehicles. 
152687 The Oast House, Tunnel Lane, Orleton – Removal of Conditions 6, 7 and 8 of 
Planning Permission NW2002/2656/F.  The parish council agreed to comment that it is 
disappointed the conditions applied to the property have not been adhered to, or effective 
enforcement carried out. 
152830 The White House, Cullis Pitch, SY8 4JG – Proposed demolition of existing 
stabling and store and the construction of a new garage/workshop, stables and manege.  
The meeting had no objection to the proposed plans.  
 
The meeting noted Herefordshire Council has given permission for the proposed change 
of use of land at The White House (152355).  The enforcement officer has reported that a 
planning application is expected for the static caravan located at Comberton. 

13. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£8,614.00; and Money Manager – £34,277.35.  The receipt of the remaining 50 percent 
of the parish precept (£9,900.00) and VAT reclaim for financial years 2013-14 and 2014-
15 (£1,954.43) was noted.  
ii) The following payments were agreed: Orleton Village Hall, meeting on 3 September 
2015 (£20.00); R Mills, renovation of telephone kiosk (£504.00); HALC, planning and 
community action training (£90.00); and Hitrees, lengthsman (£354.00).  R Mills was 
asked to swap the glass at the top of the telephone kiosk so that the writing is on the side 
facing the road.  The meeting noted the payment of £42.00 by the Clerk to HMRC re: 
PAYE for the period to 5 October 2015. 
iii) The parish council agreed to transfer £10,000 in to the Treasurer account. 
iv) It was agreed to hold a working meeting on 12 November 2015 to look at the draft 
precept for 2016-17. 

14. Lightweight, single use sandbags – Not required. 
 



 
15. Community Assets – The parish council agreed to begin the process of registering 

community assets, including the shop and post office, Boot Inn and medical surgery.  
The neighbourhood plan steering group will be asked to consider protection of 
community assets in the neighbourhood development plan. 

16. 490 Bus Service 2016-17 – The end of funding for the additional services to Ludlow from 
April 2016 was noted.  The parish council agreed to place a note in Grapevine and on the 
village website to encourage people to use the service. 

17. Review of village website – Cllr. Clanzy-Hodge said that after one year, some information 
on the village website may be out of date and asked to be kept updated on any changes.  
The parish council thanked Cllr. Clanzy-Hodge for his work on the village website and 
agreed to provide information.  

18. Litter pick – consideration of matter postponed to future meeting. 
19. Noticeboard, Kings Road – The meeting agreed to review quotations for a new, larger 

noticeboard at the next meeting.   
20. Church Yard Cottage – consideration of matter postponed to future meeting 
21. Resurfacing of the car park at the village hall – The meeting agreed that the Clerk and 

Cllr. Bradley join the village hall committee’s representatives to look at examples of the 
contractor’s work, as well as review the details of the specification for the work to ensure 
it is clear and will meet the stated requirements. 

22. Training – postponed to future meeting. 
23. Schedule of meetings – postponed to future meeting. 
24. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – Good Neighbour Scheme and Orleton 

village signs. 
25. Information items – Noted. 
26. Local connections, Little Furlongs – The meeting was closed to members of the public in 

order to consider two local connection forms for the remaining rental property with the 
following outcome: residential and family local connection confirmed; and employment 
local connection confirmed. 

27. Date for next meeting – Thursday 19 November 2015. 
The meeting closed at 10.05pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


