
 
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.00PM ON THURSDAY 15 
SEPTEMBER 2016 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Chairman; Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Eddie 
Clanzy-Hodge; and Paul Smith.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Richard Hewitt (Clerk), and PCSO Knight, West Mercia Police.  One 
member of the public was present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – None.  
2. Co-opt two new members – The member of the public present at the meeting said they 

might be interested in being co-opted and would confirm whether this was the case 
following the meeting. 

3. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – PCSO Knight, 
West Mercia said the area has been relatively quiet recently.  The police are able to 
provide security advice.  A current scam is a fake utility bill. Please use 101 to contact 
the police for non-emergency queries.  

4. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllr. Smith declared 
a disclosable pecuniary interest in planning application 162678 Timbercroft.  

5. The minutes of the meeting held on 21 July 2016 and 1 September 2016 were agreed 
and signed as a true record. 

6. Report on Herefordshire Council – There was no report.  Ward Cllr. Bowen sent his 
apologies. 

7. Clerks Report – Severn Trent expects to appoint contractors by the end of October 2016 
to undertake work in Orleton.  The Recreation Association has written to thank the parish 
council for donating funds for the car park and will attend a meeting soon to request a 
new arrangement to support the recreation ground.   A request has been made by a 
member of the public to encourage people to consider their neighbours when lighting 
bonfires.  The second contractor has not provided a quotation for renovation of the war 
memorial, so an alternative contractor will be asked to quote.  Work has started to 
renovate the village pump.  The meeting confirmed that the broken handle of the pump 
will be repaired as part of the renovations. 

8. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – There were no 
members of the public present. 

9. Plans 
162516 Land to the north of B4362, Wooferton, SY8 4HE – To develop a small scale 
standby electricity generation plant in individual sound proof containers.  The parish 
council had no objection to the application, but would like to see effective screening so 
that the view of the site is minimised from the nearby properties and from the B4362. In 
addition, the parish council requests that local businesses are used to provide ongoing 
maintenance or groundworks that may be required by the plant. 
162761 Barn at Brightall Coppice, Woodhouse Lane, The Goggin Richards Castle – 
Proposed change of use of barn into dwelling house.  The meeting agreed to comment 
that the parish council considers the application to be for an ugly design on a complex 
road junction  
 
[Cllr. Smith left the meeting.] 
 
162678 Timbercroft, Kitchen Hill Road, Orleton, SY8 4HN – Proposed garage 
conversion, extend porch, build new garage to front, build covered area and play room to 
rear and removal and replacement of trees, turning area on driveway and landscaping 
works.   
 



 
The parish council agreed to object to the planning application on the grounds that the 
proposed garage is located too high on a raised embankment, which would make it 
unacceptably overbearing relative to Kings Road and the Grade II listed building 
opposite. The plans do not appear to reflect fully the landscape which means the garage 
will be more intrusive than indicated. The steep elevation means the solid wall of the 
proposed garage will be unduly prominent from the street and adversely impact the 
conservation area. 
 
[Cllr. Smith rejoined the meeting.] 
 
The meeting noted Herefordshire Council has granted planning permission for 161235 
Herb House and 161666 Ennistymonn.  The application for tree works at the Old Bakery 
(162367) has been allowed by Herefordshire Council. 

The parish council agreed to ask planning services to look into the siting of a large pole 
on the boundary of a neighbouring property and reports that transformer equipment will 
be installed nearby in connection with P160431/N Land forming part of Overton Farm.  
 
It was agreed to hold a meeting on 6 October 2016 to review a planning application that 
was received after the agenda for this meeting had been posted. 
 

10. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£4,025.97; and Money Manager – £20,291.12.  The receipt of the neighbourhood 
development plan grant (£1,734.00) from Groundwork UK was noted. 
ii) The following payments were agreed: St George’s PCC, donation for churchyard 
maintenance (£2,000); Mr J Smith (Tarmacadam Driveways), additional materials used in 
resurfacing work the village hall and recreation ground car park (£300.00); and the Clerk, 
expenses April-August 2016 (£262.16).  The donation to St George’s PCC was made on 
the basis that the amount may vary next year and may be closer to the historic norm of 
£1,300 per year. 
 
The meeting agreed to place an article in Grapevine to advise that the draft precept will 
be considered at the November meeting, and that people should let councillors know 
what they would like to see the parish council doing or supporting in the next financial 
year. 
 

11. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – A quotation for £350 (plus VAT) to plant bulbs 
on the bank at Millbrook Way was agreed by the parish council.  Notices have been put 
up to encourage people using the footpath behind Church Lane to keep to the 
designated path.  A request has been made to the landowner to replace the stile onto 
Tunnel Lane with a kissing gate.   
 
The footpath officer has reported that the paths towards Wooferton do not appear to 
have been walked recently, and that the hedge alongside the footpath between Little 
Overton and The Grange could do with cutting back. 
 
The lengthsman has cut back the shrub on Kings Road that was obscuring visibility; the 
occupiers of one neighbouring property has contacted the Clerk to say they believe the 
verge at this point is the responsibility of the highway authority.  In light of this, the parish 
council agreed to consider removing the shrub next spring.   



 
The meeting asked the Clerk to request a hedge on the path to the rear of the Boot is cut 
back, and that woodland encroaching on Oak Tree Lane is cut back to the boundary of 
the road.  
 
The parish council noted that Balfour Beatty is able to provide sandbags but that the 
sand will need to be purchased separately.  It was agreed to see if the stock of sandbags 
held in the village needed to be topped up, and if so, consider having a working party fill 
the new sandbags following a delivery of sand so that they are ready for use.  A new 
process is being introduced by Balfour Beatty which will allow parish council to self fund 
traffic regulation orders. 

12. Roadside advertisements for events – The meeting agreed to request that organisations 
remove advertisements after a reasonable period of time.  One advertisement at 
Rosebank has been in place so long that weeds are growing across it. 

13. Proposed pavement and road safety at Little Furlongs – The meeting noted an email 
from the housing association that states the footpaths “were always grass, and accepted 
and adopted by Herefordshire Council…” and agreed to take no further action on the 
matter.  The removal of the swings at the entrance to Little Furlongs was noted. 

14. Neighbourhood development plan – The parish council noted that the Basic Condition 
Statement has been drafted, and the neighbourhood development plan submitted to 
Herefordshire Council in order to obtain the updated HRA and SEA documents.  
Information required for the planning consultants to complete the draft Consultation 
Statement has been provided.  The documents required for the Regulation 16 
submission will be reviewed by the steering group prior to submission as agreed on 1 
September 2016.  

15. Dog bins at Millbrook Way and St George’s Crescent – It was agreed to obtain a 
quotation from a local pest control company to empty the dog bins on a regular basis.  An 
alternative under consideration is to remove the dog bins. 

16. Consultations – A consultation by Herefordshire Council on Travellers Sites, preferred 
options was noted.  The meeting agreed that the Safer West Mercia Plan should be 
supported.  It was agreed to consider Herefordshire Council consultations on the new 
standards procedure, 2017-18 budget and bus and community transport at the meeting 
on 6 October 2016. 

17.  Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – Bonfires in the village. 
18. Information items – Noted. 
19. Date for next meeting – Thursday 6 October 2016.  

 
The meeting closed at 9.30pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


