
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
AT 7.00 PM ON THURSDAY 16 APRIL 2015 
 
PRESENT  Brian Powell – Acting Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Martin Bradford; James 
Morgan; and Richard Jack. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Mr J O’Leary, Severn Trent; Cllr. S Bowen (Bircher Ward); and Richard 
Hewitt, Clerk. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Colin Mitchell (Chairman) and Di Harris.  The meeting 
asked Cllr. Powell to be Acting Chairman. 

2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – None. 
3. The parish council AGREED the minutes of the meeting held on 19 March 2015. 
4. Sewage infrastructure – Mr J O’Leary said the hydraulic modelling of the sewage 

infrastructure is being carried out, and reported on his walk of the village earlier in 
the day.  It was agreed that the parish council will be kept up to date on the 
progress and plans to tackle the ongoing problems with the sewage system. 

5. Receive report on Herefordshire Council – Cllr. Bowen reported that Children’s 
Services is no longer in special measures.  There are more full-time staff and a 
recognised academy model.  The budget for social care was met for the first time in 
years.  The start of the link road has been commissioned in Hereford, and the A49 
in the south of the county is being improved by the Highways Agency.  Balfour 
Beatty is going to be doing a lot of work on the roads at the Goggin.  Broad Bridge 
will be repaired in time but it is not programmed at present.  Potholes at Rosebank 
have been reported to Balfour Beatty.  Herefordshire Council is currently in ‘purdah’ 
due to the election on 7 May 2015. 

6. Clerks Report – There are just two nominations for the parish council, which means 
a further election will need to be organised by Electoral Services after 7 May 2015.  
The parish council agreed to hold an extraordinary meeting on 30 April 2015, 
following the Annual Parish Meeting.  The tree officer has sent a formal note of 
resignation – the meeting agreed to request he reconsider his resignation.  
Kingsland Fire Station has provided a few guidelines on garden bonfires by 
telephone, but does not wish to address a parish meeting on the matter – the 
meeting agreed to put the guidelines in the Grapevine.  The village hall 
management committee is obtaining three new estimates for resurfacing work, and 
will draw on the monies earmarked for this purpose in the accounts and 2015-16 
precept.  The parish council’s support for the proposed work on the A49 Salwey 
Junction has been communicated to the Highways Agency via the Clerk to Brimfield 
Parish Council.  The defibrillator cabinet has been delivered and will be installed at 
the surgery by their electrician – it was noted that the cost of the work will be at the 
parish council’s expense.   

7. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – There 
were no matters raised. 

8. Plans 
150857/K – Boot Inn Kitchen Hill Road Orleton Ludlow Herefordshire SY8 4HN 
– Propose to fell two Ash trees.  The proposed works were supported. 

9. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: 
Treasurer – £2,541.13; and Money Manager – £23,193.57. 
ii) The following payments were agreed: HALC, colour meeting notices (£7.24); 
Clerk, SLCC fee for CiLCA registration (£250.00); and T Sharod, neighbourhood 
plan website (£75.00). 
iii) The parish council updated the standing order to reflect the SCP15 rate for 2015, 
and the contracted hours agreed on 19 June 2014. 



 
iv) The Chairman signed the BT contract for the adoption of the telephone kiosk in 
the village. 
 

10. Lengthsman and footpaths – The Annual Maintenance Plan 2015-16 has been 
submitted to Balfour Beatty.  

11. Neighbourhood plan – The Clerk reported that the steering group has agreed next 
steps, and will require a grant to secure the services of Data Orchard.  The grant 
application is underway pending an updated project plan and feedback from the 
group on additional steps proposed by Data Orchard.  The letter from a local 
landowner sent to the parish council has been provided to the steering group and 
will be looked at as part of the neighbourhood planning process. 

12. Little Furlongs – The meeting raised concern at that pavements at Little Furlongs 
are lawned.  Cllr. Bowen said he will ask Herefordshire Council to review this, and 
also to place a gate at the end of the footpath to the road.  Traffic calming measures 
are expected to be in place later in the year. 

13. Boundary Wall, God’s Acre – The Clerk said Cllr. Mitchell has been told by the 
neighbour at God’s Acre that the costs of repairing the section of boundary wall can 
be shared on an equal basis.  The parish council asked to see quotations for the 
work before it is carried out.  If the work has already been carried out then the 
expense is to be treated as a one-off. 

14. Transport service to Ludlow – It was agreed to publicise the new daytime 490 bus 
service to Ludlow on noticeboards and in the Grapevine. 

15. Consultation on Main Modifications – The parish council asked the neighbourhood 
plan steering group to consider the consultation at its next meeting. 

16. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – Shrub planting on road frontage, 
local connection on Marches Housing Association property at Halletts Well. 

17. Information items – Noted. 
18. Lengthsman tender (closed to members of the public) – Tenders received were 

reviewed.  The parish council agreed to appoint R Mills to undertake pothole 
repairs; and to appoint HITREES to undertake remaining lengthsman activities 
under the Annual maintenance plan.  The lengthsman contracts will be reviewed in 
Spring 2016. 

19. Date of next meeting – Thursday, 30 April 2015. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.26 pm.  

 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


