
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.00PM ON THURSDAY 16 
JUNE 2016 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Eddie Clanzy-Hodge; and Paul Smith.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Ward Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); and Richard Hewitt (Clerk).  
One member of the public were present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Jenny Harrison and Richard Jack. 
2. Co-opt a new member – Postponed to next meeting. 
3. Declaration of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – None.  
4. The minutes of the annual meeting held on 19 May 2016 were agreed and signed as a 

true record. 
5. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen provided an overview of the roads, 

including action being taken to address the sinkhole.  Herefordshire Council is apparently 
a top performing county with regard to pothole repairs.  The manager of the Kingsland 
depot has agreed that pothole repairs need to be more effective.  The southern relief 
road has been given the go-ahead by cabinet.  A developing agent has been appointed 
to find the best use for council owned land.  Hereford Cathedral held a very good service 
to mark the 90th Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen.   
 
In response to a question, Ward Cllr. Bowen said he will be meeting the chief planning 
officer re: conditions for the outline planning application for land opposite the school. 
 

6. Clerks Report – Herefordshire Council has asked whether the parish council knows the 
owner of a triangle of land at the end of Mortimer Close.  The meeting was not aware of 
the identity of the owner, and suggested it may be the developer who built the houses on 
Mortimer Close.  Information on the Heineken Community Projects grant has been 
shared with the recreation association.  

7. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – A member of 
the public asked about the availability of fast broadband for 01584 numbers.  Ward Cllr. 
Bowen said work to bring fast broadband to 01584 numbers was underway, and that fast 
broadband was available already for 01568 numbers in the village. 

8. Plans 
161645 Orleton House, Kitchen Hill Road, Orleton, SY8 4HN – Proposed works to 
various trees: Cypress - Height reduction; Hemlock -Side prune back to main stem 
(including lower branches); Hornbeam and Hawthorn - Height reduction of hedgeline.  
The parish council had no objection to the proposed work to trees. 
 
161743 Barn at Brightall Coppice, Woodhouse Lane, The Goggin, Richards Castle 
– Notification for prior approval for a proposed change of use of an agricultural building to 
a dwellinghouse (Class C3) and for associated operational development change of use 
of barn into one dwellinghouse (Class C3).  The parish council considered the application 
to be for an ugly design on a complex road junction. 

The meeting noted Herefordshire Council has refused planning permission for 161336 
Timbercroft. 

9. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£39,355.09; and Money Manager – £24,286.84.  Payment of the £20,000 Public Works 
Loan Board loan was noted. 
ii) The following payments were agreed: A L Sharod (Greyscale), neighbourhood plan 
website (£88.66); and Honorarium for purchase of vouchers in recognition of internal 
audit (£50.00). 



 
10. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – The landowner of the field behind Church Lane 

has agreed that a sign can be put up to request people stick to the footpath.  The Clerk 
will obtain a suitable map from the footpaths officer.  The potholes tour with the locality 
steward and R Mills focused on roads in the village, and identified 29 defects for the 
lengthsman to repair.  God’s Acre will be strimmed by the end of the month, as 
requested.  The meeting noted that Balfour Beatty no longer spray weeds on the roads 
and pavements and agreed that this should be undertaken by Hitrees.   
 
It was agreed that planting of flowers on the banks at Millbrook Way and Mortimer Close 
was a good idea, but that this should not be at the expense of making the maintenance 
of these areas more difficult.  The Clerk will ask Hitrees about this and report back at the 
next meeting. 

11. Resurfacing of the village hall car park and surfacing of adjacent recreation ground 
overflow car park – A project planning meeting was held with the contractor and 
Education Property Partnership on 26 May 2016.  When work commenced in June, the 
£20,000 Public Works Loan Board loan was requested and has been paid into the parish 
council account.  The exact interest rate, set when the loan is paid, has been fixed at 
1.78 percent.  Payments of £1,096.07 will be made twice yearly on 14 December and 14 
June for ten years; with the first payment due on 14 December 2016.  Education Property 
Partnership is managing the project as agreed by the parish council. 
 

12. Grant funding for renovation of War Memorial – Pre-application guidance has been 
obtained from the War Memorials Trust.  There is a requirement not to use the sepiolite 
poultice proposed by the conservation mason.  The method proposed will be updated to 
reflect the requirements, and a further quotation obtained.  In addition, building quotes 
will be required to replace the two coping stones to the rear, reconfigure the fence to the 
rear to prevent damage in the future to the coping stones, and repoint where necessary 
the wall below using lime mortar.  

13. Consultation on draft Yarpole Group neighbourhood plan – Noted. 
14. Proposed pavement at Little Furlongs – An update on this is expected at the next 

meeting. 
15. Neighbourhood development plan – The Regulation 14 public consultation on the draft 

neighbourhood development plan will end on 20 June 2016.  The steering group will 
meet shortly afterwards to review the representations and plan next steps.  An 
application for a grant to support the process will follow the steering group meeting. 

16. Dog bins at Millbrook Way and St George’s Crescent – A volunteer to empty the dog bins 
has yet to come forward.  The meeting noted that a dog owning member of the public 
has been approached to ask if they know someone who might be willing to volunteer. 

17. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – None. 
18. Information items – Noted. 
19. Date for next meeting – Thursday 21 July 2016.  

 
The meeting closed at 8.55pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


