
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 16 
NOVEMBER 2017 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Paul Gallagher; and Paul Smith.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Mr J Howell-Thomas, Orleton Village Hall Management Committee;  
Mr W Sanders, Footpath Officer; Ward Cllr. S Bowen (Bircher Ward); and R Hewitt (Clerk).  
There were three members of the public present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – B Gandy – Vice Chairman, R Tibbles and E Clanzy-Hodge. 
2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – None. 
3. The minutes of the meeting held on 19 October 2017 were agreed and signed as a true 

record. 
4. Request from the Village Hall Management Committee for financial support to help 

refurbish the hall – It was noted that HALC hosted a meeting earlier in November 2017 to 
look at options to support the village hall.  As the cost of equipment is not part of the 
LEADER grant, it was agreed that the parish council should purchase the equipment in 
order to maximise the value of the £7,100 donation decided at the last meeting.  The 
difference between the cost of equipment and the £7,100 donated by the parish council 
will be paid by cheque.   
 
Mr Howell-Thomas, Village Hall Management Committee, requested a loan of £5,689.00 
for a period of three months in spring 2018, to be repaid once the LEADER programme 
grant has been paid to the village hall.  This was agreed by the parish council subject to 
the short term loan being properly documented and signed by the appropriate village hall 
management committee member(s). 

5. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said planning services have been 
asked to ensure the conservation of the fabric of the buildings at the Boot Inn following 
the closure of the pub by the owners.  It is understood that an offer has been made to 
purchase and run the pub.  Balfour Beatty provided a good overview of the work they do 
at a briefing held at the Kingsland depot earlier this month.  It should be possible to make 
a difference with respect to local roads once the anticipated £10 million is available from 
the legal case decided in favour of Herefordshire Council.   
 
A scrutiny of health services showed that Herefordshire’s ambulance service is top in the 
country.  Ambulances all have a paramedic and are located around the countryside to 
meet the target 7 minutes to reach an emergency. Care services are set to be provided 
at home for people.  Proper systems will need to be put in place for this to work 
effectively.   More attention will be given to improving lifestyles and prevention.  Hillside 
in Hereford will close in February 2018, and the staff will be deployed to help deliver care 
at home. 
 
The link road at Hereford will open soon.  Children’s services have a £2 million 
overspend at present, and it is hoped the budget will be in equilibrium by March 2018.  
Funding from government will be reduced to zero in two years, and the council will need 
to rely on business rates.  Herefordshire Council has been asked to be the ‘accountable 
body’ for the new university, and this will be looked at by scrutiny.  Interested parish 
councillors were invited to visit the Hartlebury incinerator facility. 

6. Clerk’s report and reports on meetings attended by parish councillors – The Clerk 
reminded members to complete and return the updated Notification of Registrable 
Interests form to the monitoring officer at Herefordshire Council.  According to Orleton 
Relief in Need the land managed was registered in January 2005 (HE26266). It was not 
possible to go to the ‘Dancing with Data’ briefing at HALC, but a similar briefing on the 
General Data Protection Regulations by SALC was attended earlier in the month. 



 
The meeting asked the Clerk to see if a grant might be available to support the work on 
the boundary wall at God’s Acre. 

7. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – There were no 
matters raised. 

8. Plans  
173737 Walls Place, Orleton, SY8 4JQ – Proposed extensions and alterations and 
replacement of existing detached garage with new detached garage.  The planning 
application was supported. 
174104 Lilac Cottage, Tunnel Lane, Orleton, SY8 4HY – Propose to fell 3 x Ash trees 
(T1) and fell 1 x Poplar tree (T2).  There was no objection to the proposed tree work. 
 
The following planning decisions by Herefordshire Council were noted:  163347 Chapel 
House (planning permission); 173125 Pavilion at the Recreation Ground (planning 
permission); 173275 Brick Corner House (planning permission); 173552 Manor Ground 
Farm (planning permission); and 173510 Land opposite Orleton Manor (prior approval is 
not required).  The county tree officer has been made aware of the trees removed at 
Ashley Walk.   

9. Accounts 
i) The latest balances of the parish council accounts were noted: Treasurer – £11,025.94; 
and Money Manager – £20,302.81.   
ii) The following payments were agreed: Orleton Village Hall, donation re: broadband 
service (£38.28); Andy Mitchell Sculptures, restoration of war memorial (£5,820.00); 
Orleton PCC, donation for churchyard maintenance in 2017 (£2,400.00); and Grant 
Thornton, external audit 2016-17 (£360.00). 
iii) Age UK – It was agreed not to donate this year. 
iv) Quotation to install benches and improve seating area by telephone kiosk under the 
lengthsman scheme – The £484.00 cost for the work provided by the lengthsman was 
agreed. 
v) Transparency Code grant application for a new website and .gov.uk domain name – 
Following advice received from HALC, the meeting decided to make a grant application 
to cover the cost of a new parish council website and .gov.uk domain name, which will be 
orletonpc.gov.uk.  The website, which will cost £500.00, will be provided by a contractor 
who has developed award winning parish council websites, including many in 
Herefordshire.  A link will be provided to the village website. 
vi) Parish council accounts 2017-18 to date, and proposed precept for 2018-19 – The 
parish council noted the mid-year accounts for the period April-October 2017, and 
considered the precept for 2017-18.  It was agreed to support the Recreation Association 
and Village Hall, and allocate funding for the bus service.  Also, funding for the 
lengthsman scheme was increased as there will be no grant in 2018-19.  The 2018-19 
budget was adopted unanimously and the precept held at £25,000.00.  
vii) Review the effectiveness of financial internal controls – The meeting reviewed 
internal financial controls which were found to be satisfactory. 

10. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – The parish council noted the expenditure to 
date on maintenance carried out under the lengthsman and footpaths schemes.  
Additional work by the lengthsman to 31 March 2018 will be funded from earmarked 
funds.  The lengthsman is set to complete all outstanding requests shortly, including the 
kissing gate on the footpath off Tunnel Lane to the church.  Cold fill tarmac has been 
provided by Balfour Beatty and the minor potholes identified by the locality steward 
repaired by the enhanced lengthsman.  Work on the bridge from Mortimer Drive to the 
recreation ground will be reviewed.  Ward Cllr. Bowen kindly offered to request a 
concealed entrance sign at Portway from the highways agent. 
 
 



 
11. The Boot Inn – The meeting noted the recent article which provided an overview of the 

current position as understood by the parish council.  It was agreed that the working 
group should meet to review the situation and report back at the next meeting. 

12. Feature village sign – Guidance on the approximate cost of commissioning a feature 
village sign will be obtained. 

13. Herefordshire Local Plan, Travellers Sites Development Plan Document Pre- Submission 
Consultation – Noted. 

14. Neighbourhood Planning event for Parishes with an adopted NDP – The chairman of the 
former steering group and the Clerk were asked to attend. 

15. Review proposed schedule of meetings for 2018 – Agreed. 
16. Parish council projects in 2017 – There were no matters raised. 
17. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – None. 
18. Information items – Noted. 
19. Date for next meeting – 7.30pm, Thursday 18 January 2018.   

 
 
The meeting closed at 10.00pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


