
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
AT 7.00 PM ON THURSDAY 16 OCTOBER 2014 
 
PRESENT  Colin Mitchell – Chairman; Di Harris; Jenny Harrison; Brian Powell; and James 
Morgan. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  District Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); Diane Pearson, West 
Midlands Ambulance Service; and Richard Hewitt, Clerk. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Richard Jacks and Jim Watt. 
2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – None. 
3. The parish council agreed to insert “and to look at the system beyond Mortimer 

Drive” under item 10, paragraph 3; to insert “There was also a commitment to flush 
the system after heavy rain” under item 10, paragraph 5; and AGREED the minutes 
of the meeting held on 18 September 2014. 

4. Mortimer History Trail – Mrs Barbara Mark asked the parish council to support and 
promote the initiative, which aims to encourage more visitors to 10 villages in 
Herefordshire, including Orleton.  The meeting agreed to support the initiative, 
including an article about the village, asked to be kept updated on its development, 
and extended an invitation to the initiator of the Mortimer History Trail to a meeting 
of the parish council. 

5. Public Access Defibrillator – Diane Pearson, West Midlands Ambulance Service 
provided a demonstration of a public access defibrillator, and the support available 
from West Midlands Ambulance Service.  The parish council agreed to purchase a 
defibrillator and heated case through the British Heart Foundation, which subsidises 
the purchase.  The meeting was undecided on the location of the defibrillator, and 
decided to consult with local community groups before making a final decision on 
location.  The Chairman said he would put a notice in Grapevine inviting local 
people to a consultation meeting on the public access defibrillator.   

6. Sewage infrastructure at Orleton – The parish council noted the results of the recent 
surveys of the Mortimer Drive sewers provided by Severn Trent Water and that 
presently the company is undertaking a hydraulic model study of the entire system 
at Orleton.   
 
It was decided to ask Hydro Logic to carry out an independent review of flooding 
and the sewage system at Orleton, in line with their quotation.   The sewage system 
review will rely on the information and data provided by Severn Trent Water, 
including their modelling study and survey of Mortimer Drive.  The meeting agreed 
not to ask South Shropshire Housing or Severn Trent Water for a contribution to the 
Hydro Logic report.  The two companies may be approached in the future to request 
financial support to address any issues highlighted in the Hydro Logic report. 
 
The meeting agreed that the Chairman and Cllrs. Morgan and Powell should meet 
with Hydro Logic when they come to Orleton to survey the village, in order to 
explain the long running issues and show where the problems are that need to be 
addressed. 
 

7. Receive report on Herefordshire Council – District Cllr. Bowen said the local 
community support officer is moving on to become a police constable.  There is a 
community support desk at Leominster library for members of the public.  The 
County Hospital at Hereford has been placed in special measures by the Care 
Quality Commission.  There is a new Chairman and Chief Executive at the hospital. 

  



 
There continue to be financial pressures.  There are currently around 400 people in 
nursing and care homes supported by Herefordshire Council at an annual cost of 
£10 million.  The Care Act in 2015 is likely to raise the threshold of personal assets 
to approximately £70,000, and Herefordshire Council predicts this will require an 
additional £8 million to support the increased numbers of people who will be eligible 
for support.  The degree to which this will be funded by government is not known. 
 
There is a new planning task group and more planning, enforcement and 
conservation officers are being put in place. 
 
The task and finish scrutiny committee looking at Balfour Beatty has found the 
locality steward scheme is working well.  Defects and faults are put into the system 
in real-time via hand held tablets.  There have been quite a lot of roadworks 
completed.  There is likely to be an enhanced lengthsman scheme, for which there 
will be a grant based on the number of miles of roads and match funding from the 
parish council.  Balfour Beatty has produced a leaflet which reminds landowners of 
their responsibilities for hedges and ditches.  Balfour Beatty has used a mini digger 
under the bridge at Millbrook Way to clear the channel and gullys. 
 

8. Clerks Report – Cllr. Harrison will attend a meeting with the Highways Agency to 
look at the safety of the A49 Salwey Junction on Wednesday 29 October 2014.  The 
SID on the B4361 by Portway Farm is up and running.  Richards Castle 
(Herefordshire) and Richards Castle (Shropshire) parish councils have said they 
oppose the reduced 492 service and are trying to contact local residents who may 
be affected and will look at organising a voluntary scheme if required.  Yarpole 
Parish Council will look at the matter at their next meeting.  The meeting asked the 
Clerk to contact the ‘Ludlow Traveller’, scope the cost of a replacement service, and 
to consider the matter at the next meeting.  Herefordshire Council’s Core Strategy 
has been submitted to the planning inspector. 

 
9. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – There 

were no matters raised by members of the public. 
10. Plans 

P142783/H Wood End Farm, Orleton, SY8 4JJ – Removal of 160 metres of hedge 
between field 5475 and 7467.  The meeting agreed the hedge should not be 
removed if the ecology survey commissioned by Herefordshire Council finds 10+ 
species in a 30 metre stretch of the hedge. 
 
The parish council noted planning enforcement has completed its investigation into 
the single storey development at St George’s Crescent and found it is permitted. 
 

11. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: 
Treasurer – £10,703.95; and Money Manager – £30,833.85; and noted the second 
precept payment by Herefordshire Council (£7,650.00).  
ii) The following payments were agreed: Orleton Village Hall, flood group meeting, 
16 September 2014 (£20.00); St. George’s PCC, donation for churchyard 
maintenance (£1,300.00); Recreation Ground Association, insurance 2014-15 
(£1,618.71); T A Matthews, legal advice on allotments (£300.00); HITREES, 
lengthsman (£114.00); and Clerk, salary increment, August-September 2014 
(£164.35). 

  



 
The meeting asked St George’s PCC to consider putting the contract for 
maintenance of the churchyard out to tender for the 2015 season. 
 
iii) The parish council agreed to provide a budget up to £150.00 for the purchase of 
a projector to show planning applications at meetings.  The projector will be shared 
with Kingsland and Pyons Group Parish Councils, and the cost of purchase shared 
three ways. 

12. Local priorities for future Section 106 funds – The meeting agreed to postpone 
consideration of this matter to the next meeting. 

13. Community Speed Initiative – The meeting agreed to support a Community Speed 
Watch in Orleton in principle, subject to volunteers coming forward to participate in 
the scheme.  The Clerk was asked to place a notice in Grapevine to request 
volunteers. 

14. Refurbishment/ replacement of bench in wooded area of the recreation ground – 
the meeting noted the recreation ground association has no objection to the 
proposed project.  The preference is to refurbish the bench and local firm 
Mackenzie and Pardoe will be approached to request a quotation for the work. 

15. Lengthsman – The Clerk reported on the following lengthsman work: washing the 
seat on Green Lane and the bus shelter on Millbrook Way; and strimming and 
raking up the grass in God ’s Acre.  District Cllr. Bowen said he will ask the locality 
steward, Balfour Beatty to look at Hunts Lane.  The meeting noted the new 
enhanced lengthsman scheme which is likely to provide additional funding on a 
matched basis for the repair of minor potholes on C and U roads. 

16. Neighbourhood plan – The meeting noted the steering group has put back the 
neighbourhood plan questionnaire to early in 2015.  The plan is to produce it before 
31 December 2014 so that the costs of production can be met from the grant. 

17. Flood Group – The Chairman (Cllr. Mitchell) said the flood group is due to hold a 
meeting with Balfour Beatty. 

18. Proposed dates for parish council meetings – The parish council agreed the 
meeting dates for 2015. 

19. Parish Council Communications; website and noticeboard – The Clerk said the 
member of the public who has volunteered to host and develop the website 
currently has too many things going on to progress the project.  The meeting 
agreed to review the website at the next meeting.  The Clerk said the amended 
quotation from Greenbarnes Ltd. for a double-glazed lockable man-made timber 
noticeboard with legs, was significantly more expensive, and asked the parish 
council to approve the quotation before placing the order.  The meeting agreed to 
accept the £1,807.59 (excl. VAT) quotation and specified gold lettering on the board 
spelling out ‘ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL’. 

20. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – parish council website, tender for 
lengthsman 2015-16, refurbishment/ replacement of bench in the wooded area of 
the recreation ground. 

21. Information items – the items were noted, including Balfour beatty’s Annual Plan 
Consultation on 23 October 2014, which the Clerk was asked to attend. 

22. Date for next meeting – Thursday, 20 November 2014 at the village hall.  The 
meeting closed at 9.30 pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


