
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
AT 7.00 PM ON THURSDAY 17 APRIL 2014 
 
PRESENT 
Chris Postons – Acting Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Di Harris; and Brian Powell. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Jason Phillips, Severn Trent Water; Paul Sutton, South Shropshire 
Housing Association; Ian Robertson, Footpaths Officer; and Richard Hewitt, Clerk. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Chairman, Barbara Mark.  In the absence of the Chairman, 
Chris Postons was asked to chair the meeting. 

2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllr. Harris 
declared a disclosable interest in the affordable housing on land off Kitchen Hill.  
Cllr. Powell declared a disclosable and non-disclosable interest in the planning 
application for Deakins Cottage. 

3. The parish council AGREED the minutes of the meeting held on 20 March 2014.  
4. Sewage infrastructure – Jason Phillips, Severn Trent Water, said engineers had 

been allocated to look at the scheme for Mortimer Drive and they will be 
undertaking a survey and data collection which could take up to the end of the year.  
In the meantime, the planned quarterly cleansing schedule will continue, backed up 
by CCTV when required.  Mr Phillips was unable to say when work will start on-site 
to resolve the problems at Mortimer Drive.  The parish council was concerned that 
the project is not moving quickly enough and asked the Clerk to raise the matter 
with the local network manager for Severn Trent Water, and complain to the 
Consumer Council for Water.  In addition, the parish council would like to 
understand what work was undertaken by Severn Trent in the village in 2006.  The 
meeting asked the Clerk to put a note in Grapevine summarising the current status 
of the project. 

5. Independent review of the sewage infrastructure – A local resident proposed that 
the parish council commission a design review of the sewage infrastructure, 
including the Severn Trent Water scheme for Mortimer Drive, and estimated this 
would cost in the region of £2,000.00.  The local resident suggested a local 
hydrologist who may be able to help draw up a specification on which to obtain 
quotations for a design review.  The parish council agreed to scope the cost of an 
independent review of both the sewage infrastructure and the problem of flooding 
and water run off from the brook, Green Lane and Tunnel Lane, and asked the 
Clerk to contact the local hydrologist to draw up a specification for an appropriate 
independent review.  The local resident said he would provide contact details for the 
local hydrologist. 

6. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – A 
member of the public asked for minutes of the parish council to be published in 
Grapevine.  A request was made for a table to be made available which shows the 
record of attendance by councillors at parish council meetings.  The meeting asked 
the Clerk to develop a table of attendance.  In addition, members of the public were 
permitted by the Chairman to respond to matters as they were considered by the 
parish council. 

7. Receive report on Herefordshire Council – District Cllr. Bowen sent his apologies. 
8. Clerks Report – The Clerk reported that a resilience plan meeting with 

Herefordshire Council was facilitated for 14 April 2014; Balfour Beatty is hosting a 
parish briefing on 23 and 24 April 2014; and a member of the public has been in 
contact to ask who owns a stretch of bank on the brook. 

9. Affordable housing on land off Kitchen Hill – Paul Sutton said that work had started 
on the site for affordable housing off Kitchen Hill and the construction of the houses 
is expected to be completed by 27 February 2015.  



 
In week one there were too many vehicles parked outside the site and vehicles 
accessing the site have now been asked not to go through the village.  These 
matters have now been put right.  There will be a weekly activity report on the gate 
and the site manager’s contact details have been made available should there be 
any questions.  South Shropshire Housing is working with the school to facilitate a 
construction oriented project.  Work on the drainage will commence on 21 April 
2014. 

 
Paul Sutton said the houses are intended for local people, despite the impression 
given by a recent Homepoint letter.  An article will be published shortly in Grapevine 
to explain this, and there is a waterproof box on the gate for local people to submit 
housing applications.  In late September/ October 2014, the houses will be 
advertised, and Mr Sutton said he is confident the local housing need is there.  

 [Paul Sutton left the meeting.] 
10. Plans 

 [Cllr. Powell left the meeting.] 
P140824/L and P140691/FH Deakins Cottage, Kitchen Hill Road, Orleton, SY8 
4HN – Two storey rear extension and 2 car garage.  The parish council agreed to 
oppose the proposed garage on the grounds that it will adversely impact the 
character of the local conservation area, in particular the adjoining Dickens Lane. 
Placing a garage by the entrance to the lane will materially change the character of 
the lane, and due to the north facing geography and steep nature of the bank, it is 
not possible to envision any screening with vegetation being effective. 
[Cllr. Powell re-joined the meeting.] 
P140924/K Magnolia, Millbrook Way, Orleton, SY8 4HW – Works to various 
trees.  The meeting had no objections to the proposed works, but would prefer to 
see the work undertaken in the autumn to reduce the risk of bird disturbance.  
P141030/K Upper House, Kings Road, Orleton, SY8 4HN – Reduce the height of 
3 no. Norway Spruce.  The meeting had no objections to the proposed work.   
Planning Appeal re: 130874/F Ashley Moor Farm, Ashley Moor, Orleton –
Single storey extension to holiday let to form second bedroom with en-suite.  The 
meeting noted the appeal has been dismissed. 

11. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: 
Treasurer – £2,529.54; and Money Manager – £22,265.53.  The meeting noted the 
receipt of the lengthsman grant Q4 (£501.75) and VAT refund for 2012-13 
(£751.17).  
ii) The following payments were agreed: Methodist Chapel, donation for meeting 
held 13 March 2014 (£20.00); Orleton Village Hall, neighbourhood plan meeting, 15 
April 2014, and parish council meetings, April to November 2014 (£160.00); I 
Robertson, neighbourhood watch expenses (£5.74); and Herefordshire Council, 
print planning applications, 1 April-31 August 2013 (£36.00). 
iii) The meeting agreed to amend the Clerk’s monthly standing order to take 
account of the current SCP15 rate of pay. 
iv) The meeting agreed to transfer £7,650.00 from the Business Account to the 
Treasury Account. 

12. Lengthsman – The parish council noted that the lengthsman still needed to cut back 
the trees opposite the school on Kitchen Hill Road. 

13. Footpaths – The meeting noted the footpaths return has been completed, and the 
budget for 2014-15 has yet to be confirmed by Herefordshire Council/ Balfour 
Beatty.  

14. Orleton Flood Group – The meeting asked the Clerk to facilitate an annual meeting 
of the flood group. 



15. Tractor storage, Recreation Ground – The parish council understands that a local 
farmer has kindly offered to carry on with the present arrangement which is to allow 
the tractor to be kept at their sileage pit/ barn.  
 
 As a result, the parish council did not see the need to purchase alternative storage 
for the tractor, but agreed to look at the matter again should there be a reason why 
the current arrangements are insufficient in some way.  

16. Allotments at Mitnell Farm, Richards Castle – The Clerk reported that HALC/ NALC 
have advised the contracts are checked by a solicitor.  The meeting agreed to ask 
TA Matthews Solicitors to advise on the draft contracts, and then send the 
documents directly for consideration by Mitnell Farm as long as there are no issues 
raised by the solicitor.  A budget of £350.00 (plus VAT) was agreed for the legal 
advice, to be deducted from the £3,000.00 funding already put aside by the parish 
council to support the provision of allotments. 

17. Parish council communications – It was agreed to end the regular Chairman’s 
Corner articles in Grapevine.  The parish council decided that it was not appropriate 
to publish the minutes of meetings in Grapevine before they have been agreed.  It 
was felt the agreed minutes would then be too out of date to be published by 
Grapevine.  Instead, the parish council will communicate directly with members of 
the public via a website and new parish noticeboard.  The meeting considered three 
quotations for a parish noticeboard and agreed to purchase a man-made timber 
noticeboard from Greenbarnes Ltd for £1,254.49 (two bay 9xA4 portrait with one 
bay glazed/ lockable for parish council business).  The Clerk will confirm that the 
owners of the wall to which it will be attached are agreeable to the new noticeboard.  
It was noted that the Clerk is looking at options to develop a parish council website 
and will report progress at the next meeting. 

18. Resignation of parish councillors – The meeting noted the resignation of Colin 
Mitchell and Graham Jenkins from the parish council.  Chris Postons said he 
intended to resign following the annual meeting on 15 May 2014.  The Clerk said 
the two casual vacancies will either be co-opted or may require a by-election if 
requested by members of the public. 

19. HALC training evening – The meeting agreed to postpone the training evening until 
the parish council was at full strength. 

20. Dickens Lane pump – The parish council asked the Clerk to obtain a quote for the 
renovation of the village pump. 

21. Neighbourhood plan – Mrs Moran, a member of the new neighbourhood plan 
steering group, said the group was formed on 2 April and has had one meeting on 
15 April 2014.  The next meeting will be at Richard’s Castle Village Hall on 28 April 
2014. 

22. Traffic calming at Salwey junction – The meeting considered a letter from Brimfield 
& Little Hereford Parish Council re: Salwey Junction traffic calming.  It was agreed 
to support an initiative to improve the road layout at the junction and the meeting 
was inclined to favour a roundabout. 

23. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – Resilience plan, Memorial 
Gardens and sewage update. 

24. Information Items – Noted. 
25. Date for next meeting – Thursday, 15 May 2014 at the village hall (annual meeting). 
26. The meeting closed at 9.30pm.  
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


