
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
AT 7.00 PM ON THURSDAY 17 JULY 2014 
 
PRESENT 
Jenny Harrison – Chairman; Di Harris; Colin Mitchell; Brian Powell; James Morgan and 
Jim Watt. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  District Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); Ian Robertson, 
Footpaths Officer, and Richard Hewitt, Clerk. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – none. 
2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllrs. Mitchell 

and Watts declared a non-disclosable interest in item 17, allotments at Mitnell Farm. 
3. The parish council AGREED the minutes of the meeting held on 19 June 2014. 
4. Co-opt two new members to the parish council – The meeting agreed to co-opt Mr 

James Morgan to the parish council.  Mr Morgan signed the Acceptance of Office.  
Co-option for the remaining vacancy on the parish council was postponed to the 
next meeting. 

5. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman – It was agreed to postpone this matter to 
the next meeting. 

6. Appointment of Village Hall representative – It was agreed to postpone this matter 
to the next meeting. 

7. Appointment of Recreation Ground representative – It was agreed to postpone this 
matter to the next meeting. 

8. Appointment to highways maintenance / lengthsman working group – It was agreed 
to postpone this matter to the next meeting. 

9. Sewage infrastructure at Orleton – The meeting noted Severn Trent Water will 
attend the September 2014 meeting of the parish council.  Cllr. Watt said a meeting 
with Balfour Beatty was helpful, and was hopeful that the cost of the feasibility study 
to review solutions for the sewage infrastructure and flooding might be shared 
equally by the parish council, Balfour Beatty and Severn Trent Water.  Cllr. Morgan 
expressed concern that Severn Trent has not repaired a leaking hole in a field by 
Halletts Well, and Cllr. Morgan agreed to show Severn Trent’s local manager the 
problem so that it can be resolved. 

10. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – A 
member of the public asked for the parish council to object to the reduction in the 
492 service between Orleton and Ludlow, which is to be limited to two buses per 
day, Monday-Friday, effectively withdrawing the daytime service.  The service to 
Leominster will be retained, with buses turning at Orleton rather than Richards 
Castle, where the county ends.  The parish council agreed to contact Bill Wiggin 
MP, Philip Dunne MP, local county councillors, and the Transport sections of 
Herefordshire Council and Shropshire Council to object to the reduced service.  A 
member of the public asked whether the parish council had a village hall 
representative. 

11. Consider quotations from hydrology companies for independent review of the 
sewage system and flooding at Orleton – It was agreed to postpone this matter to 
the next meeting, and for the flood group to review any feasibility study developed 
by Herefordshire Council in support of the recent application for flood alleviation 
funding from the Environment Agency. 

12. Receive report on Herefordshire Council – District Cllr. Bowen said the situation at 
Hereford United was ongoing.  There has been an open book review of nursing 
home costs.  The Care Act is likely to place more obligations on councils.  NHS and 
Social Care are to be better integrated, and people will be looked after at home and 
control their own personal care budget.   



 
OFSTED review of Childrens’ Safeguarding Services has moved from ‘inadequate’ 
to ‘good’, and the adoption service was rated as ‘good’.  The MASH (multi-agency 
services hub) is working much better. 
 
Balfour Beatty is at last doing the roads.  The locality stewards are in place and 
already indicating where work will start.  There is extra funding for pothole repairs 
from central government. 

13. Clerks Report – Bill Wiggin MP and District Cllrs. Bowen and Stone have written to 
the Highways Agency in support of the parish council’s request for improved traffic 
management at Salwey Junction, Wooferton.  The Safer Roads Partnership has 
reported back on the collection of speed data on the B4362 at Comberton – 
although 85% of traffic averaged 44mph enforcement intervention is only triggered 
at average speeds above 46mph.  Planning enforcement is looking into concerns 
about changes to siting at the affordable housing development off Kitchen Hill.  Pest 
control at Herefordshire Council has been asked to investigate and take appropriate 
action re: reported vermin by a drain pipe in the bank on Millbrook Way.  West 
Midland Ambulance Service has confirmed they will attend the September meeting 
to talk about public access defibrillators. 

14. Plans 
P141858/FH Kitchen Hill, Orleton, SY8 4HP – Remove existing open porch and 
erect a glazed porch onto side elevation.  The planning application was supported. 
P142079/K Little Overton, Orleton, SY8 4HZ – Fell two Ash saplings.  The 
meeting had no objections, and asked for a second opinion from the Tree Officer. 

15. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: 
Treasurer – £7,973.98; and Money Manager – £23,179.45. 
ii) The following payments were agreed: Orleton Village Hall, neighbourhood plan, 
7, 19 and 20 July 2014 (£140.00); Grant Thornton, external audit (£240.00); 
Grayscale, neighbourhood plan website (£18.44); and Clerk, expenses April-June 
2014/ lengthsman administration/ salary increment April-May 2014 (£356.81). 

16. Review strimming and verge cutting service provided by Herefordshire Council – 
District Cllr. Bowen said Herefordshire Council has acknowledged towns are looking 
shabby and will look to right it by increasing the frequency of cuts in these areas.  
The meeting noted that Balfour Beatty considers landowners generally responsible 
for the maintenance of their hedges, and that a personal approach from councillors 
is more effective than a letter.  Cllrs. Harris and Harrison agreed to approach a local 
resident on Church Lane to request their hedge is cut back.  The parish council 
requested a note from Balfour Beatty to support the requests made to local 
residents.  In addition, the lengthsman can be deployed to maintain verges where 
this is felt to be required. 

17. Lengthsman – There was no lengthsman work to report since the last meeting.  The 
meeting asked for the bench on Green Lane to be washed, and agreed to District 
Cllr. Bowen’s request to show the lengthsman a ditch by White House above 
Orleton Common. 

18. Footpaths – A member of the public said there needed to be more dropped kerbs in 
the village, and the parish council agreed to review this in the light of future section 
106 funding for highway improvements.  The footpaths officer signed the P3 
Footpaths contract with Herefordshire Council. 

19. Orleton Flood Group – Cllr. Mitchell said the flood group will hold an Annual 
General Meeting shortly.   

20. Rabbits at the recreation ground – Cllrs. Watt and Mitchell reported on a meeting 
held with Leo Pest Control to assess options to resolve the increased rabbit 
population at the recreation ground.  



 
The parish council agreed it was not practical to control the rabbit population 
directly and that financial support can be made available to help neighbouring 
properties fence their properties to discourage rabbits from entering their property.  
Financial support will be considered for materials, with the labour to come from self 
help, and will be paid only to a group of local residents that get together for this 
purpose.   

21. Allotments at Mitnell Farm, Richards Castle – The parish council AGREED that the 
allotments will be operated by the OVAA, and the grant from the parish council to 
set up the allotments for the community will be paid to the OVAA against receipts 
provided for expenses.  [Cllrs. Mitchell and Watt did not vote due to the non-
disclosable interest declared under item 2] 

22. Parish Council Communications; website and noticeboard – The Clerk reported 
HITREES is able to mount the new noticeboard on the wall of the Memorial 
Gardens.  The parish council asked that the Memorial Gardens group is 
approached to agree the siting of the noticeboard, and that other sites along 
Millbrook Way are considered as well.  The meeting AGREED to ask Eddie Clanzy 
Hodge to administer www.orletonvillage.co.uk, and to support the objective of 
making it a thriving community site for the village.  

23. Neighbourhood plan – The steering group is in the final stages of organising the 
drop in consultation events at Orleton and Richard’s Castle village halls at the end 
of July 2014. 

24. Deployment of speed indicator in existing location on B4361 towards Portway – It 
was agreed to request enforcement of the speed limit from West Mercia Police, and 
to hire Balfour Beatty’s speed indicator device, and then assess the impact on 
driver behaviour.  The meeting noted the statistics on the speed of traffic while the 
SID is deployed cannot be accessed by Balfour Beatty. 

25. Memorial Gardens – The parish council agreed to sign a letter of authority for the 
Clerk to review the Memorial Gardens documents held by HSBC, which are 
believed to be the deeds.  The meeting noted that viewing the documents will incur 
a charge of £8.00, and the documents will not be removed from the bank and will be 
retained by HSBC for safekeeping. 

26. HALC Training evening for the parish council – The parish council agreed that 
councillors will consider whether to attend specific training events at HALC or 
elsewhere on an individual basis, and that a training evening for the parish council 
was not required.   

27. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – Village defibrillator; update from 
Recreation Ground re: documentation required to apply for a loan to resurface the 
village hall car park, consider priorities for future section 106 funded grants, and 
consideration of medium term priorities for the village.  

28. Date for next meeting – Thursday, 18 September 2014 at the village hall.  
29. The meeting closed at 9.35 pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 

http://www.orletonvillage.co.uk/

