
 
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 17 
MARCH 2016 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT Richard Jack – Chairman; Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Eddie 
Clanzy-Hodge; and Paul Smith. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Jeremy Howell-Thomas, Village Hall Management Committee; Ward Cllr. 
Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); and Richard Hewitt (Clerk). There were 6 members of the 
public present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Jimmy Morgan. 
2. To co-opt a new member to the parish council – Postponed to the next meeting. 
3. Declaration of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllr. Harrison 

declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in planning application 160431 Land forming 
part of Overton Farm. 

4. The minutes of the meeting held on 18 February 2016 were agreed and signed as a true 
record. 

5. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – A member of 
the public was concerned at the visibility and speed of traffic at Copper Corner.  
Members of the parish council provided background on the discussions with 
Herefordshire Council when assessing traffic calming by Little Furlongs. 

6. Plans –  
160626 1 Mortimer Drive, Orleton, SY8 4JW – Proposed conversion of garage and 
extension to form kitchen/dining room and internal alterations to the existing dwelling.  
The planning application was supported. 
 
[Cllr. Harrison left the meeting.] 
 
160431 Land forming part of Overton Farm, Overton Lane, Orleton – Proposed use 
of the existing building for the generation of electricity by the gasification of wood chip by 
CHP units and erection of wood chip dryer.  The planning application was supported in 
general, but the parish council needs to be reassured that noise will not be any greater 
than current levels in the area of the site. To deliver this assurance, noise criteria need to 
be established that can be measured and if necessary used to hold the development to 
account. 
 
[Cllr. Harrison re-joined the meeting.] 
 
The meeting noted Herefordshire Council has given planning permission for 153790 
Waterloo Lodge; and applications for tree works are allowed for 160001 2 Mortimer 
Drive, 160300 20 Mortimer Drive, 160298 18 Mortimer Drive and 160380 The Cottage.  
The work undertaken recently in the wooded area behind Ashley Walk has been reported 
to Herefordshire Council.  
 

7. Revised Specification for resurfacing the car part at the village hall – Mr Howell-Thomas 
provided an overview of the history leading to the revised and updated specification.  The 
new specification has benefited from the advice of a Herefordshire Council highways 
engineer, and all areas of work are clearly defined.  The additional work required 
however, will mean a significantly higher cost for the resurfacing work.  The meeting 
noted that tenders were being received from contractors up to 6pm, and agreed that the 
appointment of a contractor will be considered at the next parish council meeting. 
 



 
The Clerk was asked to arrange a working meeting with representatives of the 
Recreation Ground Association and Mr Howell-Thomas.  The parish council noted the 
working meeting will not able to make any decisions. 
 

8. Report on Herefordshire Council – Planning application P152204/O Land opposite 
Orleton School will be considered by Planning Committee.  There is limited funding 
available for programmed highways work.  The one-off additional grant from government 
is to be placed in reserves.  Repair of defects needs to be better and Ward Cllr. Bowen 
said he has asked for this to be addressed.  Long term strategic planning assumes that 
by 2020 there will be no significant funding from government, with services funded by 
council tax and business rates. 
 
School performance is mostly good or outstanding, and results have improved placing 
Herefordshire 19th in England.  The impact of the move to academies announced recently 
needs to be looked at.   
 
The Citizens Advice Bureau in Hereford needs support, as does a housing organisation 
which helps young people.  The county council needs to know if parish councils are going 
to provide funding for the 490 bus service. 
 

9. Clerks Report and Member Reports – Potholes between the shop and Little Furlongs on 
Kitchen Hill road have been reported to Balfour Beatty.  The loose manhole cover on the 
B4361 by the Bakers Arms is the responsibility of the relevant utility company (the 
meeting noted this has been repaired).  The draft neighbourhood plan is close to being 
ready for Regulation 14 public consultation.  Cllr. Gandy has facilitated a ‘Good 
Neighbour’ meeting on 14 April 2016.  Severn Trent Water has provided a map showing 
their proposed solution to the long standing problems with the sewerage system.  Severn 
Trent is obtaining costings for the work and has written to properties where access will be 
required.  At a later stage Severn Trent has said the pumps will be upgraded at the 
pumping station and a non-return valve installed. 
 
Cllr. Smith reported the village hall had a new cooker fitted and the oil tank has been 
filled.  The Chairman said a local landowner has come forward as a result of the 
neighbourhood plan call for land.  As the draft neighbourhood plan has yet to be 
completed, the proposed plot can be included in the pre-Regulation 14 process. 
 

10. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£11,409.82; and Money Manager – £24,282.62.   
ii) The following payments were agreed:  HALC, subscription/ affiliation 2016-17 
(£553.91); Herefordshire Council, election administration 2015 (£31.40); Herefordshire 
Council, biological data searches for neighbourhood plan (£180.00); Data Orchard, 
neighbourhood plan support (£2,245.40); and Orleton Village Hall, neighbourhood plan 
and ‘Good Neighbour’ meetings (£40.00). 
 
The parish council agreed to pay the £25.00 membership fee for the Tree Officer to join 
the Tree Warden Network. 
 

11. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – The appointment of Mr Willoughby Sanders to 
the role of footpath officer was agreed unanimously.  Ian Robertson was thanked for his 
years of service and dedication in the role.  The expression of interest and annual 
maintenance plan for the lengthsman and P3 scheme in 2016-17 has been submitted to 
Balfour Beatty. 
 



 
12. Pavement at Little Furlongs – Ward Cllr. Bowen kindly agreed to take this up with the 

housing association that built the houses. 
13. Grass cutting at ‘God’s Acre’ – The meeting agreed to the request to cut the grass in 

June and at the end of October. 
14. Extended service on 490 route to Ludlow – The parish council AGREED to commit 

£2,000 to support the extended off-peak 490 bus service.  The Clerk was asked to 
contact Leominster Town Council to propose a joint press release. 

15. Consultation on Herefordshire Council’s revised Statement of Community Involvement – 
Noted. 

16. Consultation on Luston Group Parish Council’s Draft Neighbourhood Plan – Noted. 
17. Role of the Flood Group – The Flood Group has ceased to function.  The meeting agreed 

to put a notice in Grapevine to see if there is support for having a flood group. 
18. Parking outside The Boot – No action required. 
19. Set date and topic for Annual Parish Meeting – The meeting topic will be the Draft 

Neighbourhood Development Plan. The date will be set in line with the Regulation 14 
public consultation, which is expected to start in May 2016. 

20. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – None. 
21. Information items – Noted. 
22. Date for next meeting – Thursday 21 April 2016. 

The meeting closed at 9.48pm.  
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


