
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 17 
SEPTEMBER 2015 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Martin Bradford; Eddie Clanzy-
Hodge; and Jimmy Morgan. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Simon Snape, Village Hall and Recreation Ground; District Cllr. Sebastian 
Bowen (Bircher Ward); and Richard Hewitt (Clerk). 
 

1. Election of Chairman – Barry Gandy kindly agreed to chair the meeting.  The election of 
the Chairman was postponed to the next meeting. 

2. Apologies for absence – Richard Jack. 
3. Co-opt a new member – Postponed to next meeting. 
4. Declaration of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllr. Clanzy-Hodge 

declared an interest in his expenses claim (13.ii). 
5. Election of Vice Chairman – Cllr. Barry Gandy was elected unanimously to the position. 
6. Appointments to neighbourhood plan steering group and procedures and policies 

working group – Cllr. Bradford kindly agreed to join the neighbourhood plan steering 
group and Cllr. Clanzy-Hodge and Cllr. Bradford kindly agreed to join the procedures and 
policies working group. 

7. The minutes of the meeting held on 8 July 2015 and extraordinary meeting held on 3 
September 2015 were agreed and signed as a true record. 

8. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said the main Hereford library is 
closed for up to 12 weeks to deal with asbestos.  There are no plans to close Leominster 
library, though parishes may wish to consider supporting the library through the parish 
precept. The 490 service to Ludlow has benefitted from additional funding for the 
financial year.  Hopefully, this funding will be renewed.  Herefordshire Council has to find 
savings of £10 million in 2016-17.  A budget consultation will help to set priorities, and 
people are encouraged to participate.  Plans are in place to take refugees in Hereford 
should it be required.  Balfour Beatty has proposed an extension to the speed limit on 
Kitchen Hill to include Little Furlongs and needs agreement from the parish council.  
There is a new director for Adult Social Services, which will shortly undertake a major 
peer review.  The smallholdings review is underway and will make recommendations to 
cabinet by the end of 2015.  The Core Strategy is due to be completed by November 
2015. 

9. Clerks Report – According to the trustees, Orleton Relief in Need Charity has no 
connection with the parish council.  The neighbourhood plan steering group is drafting an 
outline plan based on the questionnaire report prepared by Data Orchard.  The Clerk has 
registered as the nominated contact with the Pensions Regulator in respect of automatic 
enrolment.  There are two expressions of interest in participating in a Community Watch 
Scheme at Orleton.  Three members of the public present at the meeting and Cllr. Gandy 
kindly volunteered for the Community Speed Watch Scheme at the meeting, which 
means there are sufficient numbers to set a scheme up with West Mercia Police.   

10. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – A member of 
the public asked for the support of the parish council to increase the parking available to 
residents at St George’s Crescent.  A member of the public asked for the parish council 
to support a poster competition at the school to encourage dog owners to clear up after 
their animals.   

11. Consider proposal from St George’s Crescent residents for additional parking – The 
parish council agreed to ask Herefordshire Council to look at the best way to introduce 
new parking bays for local residents, and Ward Cllr. Bowen offered to take this up as 
well. 
 



 
12. Plans – The meeting noted Herefordshire Council has given permission for the proposed 

works to trees at Bower Orchard (152225).  The Clerk was asked to contact a local 
resident to find out about the history of Church Yard Cottage with a view to submitting an 
application to list the cottage.  The static caravan reported at Comberton is being looked 
at by the enforcement officer. 

13. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£11,370.06; and Money Manager – £24,372.82.  The receipt of the neighbourhood plan 
grant (£5,297.00) from Groundworks UK was noted. 
ii) The following payments were agreed: Data Orchard, neighbourhood plan (£2,152.88); 
Hitrees, restoration/ repair of memorial bench (£330.00); ICO, data registration 2015-16 
(£35.00); Grant Thornton, external audit (£120.00); Cllr. Clanzy Hodge, planning seminar 
expenses (£20.16); Clerk, expenses re: April-August 2015 (£275.92); Hitrees, 
lengthsman (£378.00); and R Mills, enhanced lengthsman (£1,146.60). 
iii) The parish council agreed to update the bank mandate so that Cllrs. Gandy and 
Clanzy Hodge are signatories. 
iv) Grant Thornton have completed the 2014-15 external audit, and have added a note 
stating the accounts were submitted late.  The parish council noted this was due to the 
period of time when the council was not quorate. 

14. Lengthsman and Footpaths – The Clerk reported that R Mills has completed 89 pothole 
repairs on Tunnel Lane, Kitchen Hill Road, Kings Road and Halletts Well.  Hitrees has 
strimmed junctions to improve visibility, cut the hedge back from the pavement at Ashley 
Walk, and strimmed at the end of Church Lane and Deakins Lane.  The meeting agreed 
to ask Balfour Beatty to look at the overgrown hedges at Halletts Well footway and 
opposite the school.  It was agreed to ask the lengthsman to cut the grass at God’s Acre.  
The enhanced lengthsman contract with Herefordshire Council was agreed and signed. 

15. Dog litter campaign and dog litter bins at St George’s Crescent and War Memorial – The 
parish council agreed to provide £50.00 to support a competition at the school to design 
the most effective poster to remind people to clear up after their dogs.  The structure and 
distribution of the funding will be up to the school.  A member of the public, Penny 
Gulliver, has already approached the school and has volunteered to coordinate the 
competition.  Penny Gulliver kindly volunteered to take on the emptying of the dog bins at 
St George’s Crescent and the War Memorial. 

16. Brimfield and Little Hereford neighbourhood Plan consultation – Noted. 
17. Extension of 30mph zone at Kitchen Hill – The meeting agreed to the proposed 

extension of the 30mph limit, including two SLOW markings on the carriageway.  The 
request for a 20mph zone in the village is currently 96 in a list of 113. 

18. Donation for resurfacing of the car park at the village hall – Mr Simon Snape said the 
village hall and recreation ground proposed going ahead with the most cost effective 
quotation of £17,100 plus VAT.  The parish council agreed to accept this 
recommendation, and to increase the donation from £10,000 to £17,000 to cover the cost 
of the resurfacing, subject to a review of the specification of the works by Cllr. Morgan. 

19. Refurbishment of telephone kiosk – The meeting accepted the quotation of £420.00 (plus 
VAT) from the enhanced lengthsman for the refurbishment of the kiosk, to include two 
shelves and clearance of the space outside.  There is already a bench by the kiosk. 

20. Riparian owner responsibilities – The parish council agreed to report stonework and 
masonry in the brook to Herefordshire Council, the local Land Drainage Body.  The 
meeting asked that other large local landowners are approached to request the brook is 
kept clear. 

21. Grass area at Little Furlongs – It was agreed that the lengthsman will cut the grass area 
under the pylons, and South Shropshire Housing Association will be asked to tidy the 
area at the back of the houses. 
 



 
 

22. Community Governance review – The meeting agreed that no change is required to the 
status quo. 

23. Budget consultation, Herefordshire Council – Noted. 
24. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – sandbags, litter pick, pump at Deakins 

Lane, community assets and meeting schedule for 2016. 
25. Information items – Noted. 
26. Date for next meeting – Thursday 15 October 2015.   

The meeting closed at 9.58pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


