
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 18 
JANUARY 2018 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  R Jack – Chairman; B Gandy – Vice Chairman; R Tibbles; E Clanzy-Hodge;  
J Harrison; P Gallagher; and P Smith.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Mr W Sanders, Footpath Officer; Ward Cllr. S Bowen (Bircher Ward); and 
R Hewitt (Clerk).  There were four members of the public present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – None.  
2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllr. Tibbles 

declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in #10 The Boot Inn. 
3. The minutes of the meetings held on 16 November and 7 December 2017 were agreed 

and signed as a true record. 
4. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said Council Tax in 2018-19 is likely 

to increase by 4.9 percent.  Each additional 1 percent is equivalent to about £800,000.  In 
two years’ time there will be no financial support from government, which is to be 
replaced by business rates. However, farms and small businesses do not pay business 
rates.  The money raised from the small holdings sale should be used to invest in a 
reliable income generating asset such as student accommodation. 

  
The £8 million from the recent highways legal case is expected to be available from the 
new financial year in April 2018.  The cabinet member with responsibility for highways 
will be seeing the local roads shortly.  A review of the roads will be done with the locality 
steward as well. 
 
Cabinet has decided to consult on the bypass route which passes to the west of Hereford 
from Holmer to Rotherwas via Breinton and the A465.  The Edgar Street link road has 
opened up land which might be developed, for example for student accommodation and 
around the canal basin.  The edges of the land by the football stadium may be developed 
as well.  The football stadium is to remain in the current location. 
 
Questions are to be asked regarding the sale of the AB1 plate by the Police and Crime 
Commissioner at a meeting of the police and crime panel on 6 February 2018.  The 
police precept is likely to increase by 4 percent, which is equivalent to about £8.00 for a 
Band D property.  A decision on whether the Police and Crime Commissioner will have 
responsibility for the fire service is expected shortly. 
 
[Cllr. J Harrison joined the meeting.]  
 

5. Clerk’s report and reports on meetings attended by parish councillors – Orleton 
Recreation Association has been registered as a charity by the association.  The agreed 
2018-19 precept has been submitted to Herefordshire Council. Quotations for the work to 
the wall at the Memorial Ground, Millbrook Way should be ready by the next meeting.  
The officer at Herefordshire Council who assists with grants is looking into whether a 
grant might be available to support the work. 
 
Cllr. P Smith reported on a meeting of the village hall committee.  There is to be a review 
of charges, a performing rights licence has been obtained, the refurbishment of the 
kitchen is set to take place from 3 April – 16 May 2018.  A £4,000.00 grant has been 
provided by Tesco for the disabled toilets, £1,000.00 will be paid on the completion of the 
project.  A fundraising committee has been set up and the first event is on 24 February 
2018.   
 



 
After the kitchen refurbishment is completed, the village hall committee will look at phase 
II (lower ceilings, new lighting, floors and curtains), and phase III (toilets and foyer). 
 

6. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – A member of 
the public reported on good support from West Mercia Police at a recent call-out. 

7. Plans  
174641 Unit 3, Manor Barn, Orleton, SY8 4HR – Proposed storage building.  There 
was no objection to the planning application. 
 
The following planning decisions by Herefordshire Council were noted:  173737 Walls 
Place (planning permission) and 174182 Church House Farm (planning permission).  
Works to trees are allowed for Spirit House (174394), Deakins Cottage (174261) and 
Lilac Cottage (174104).  Enforcement is aware of the hard standing by Overton Road, 
and has indicated that a shed erected near Tunnel Lane by Chapel Terrace is considered 
permitted development. 

8. Accounts 
i) The latest balances of the parish council accounts were noted: Treasurer – £8,236.71; 
and Money Manager – £20,305.32.  The third repayment of the public works loan was 
made in December 2017, Herefordshire Council has paid the lengthsman and footpaths 
grant claimed for April-October 2017 (£306.91), and VAT for 2016-17 has been 
reclaimed (£7,358.22).  The VAT payment is £180.00 less than the reclaim made, and 
the Clerk has written to HMRC to ask for an explanation.  
ii) The following payments were agreed: Orleton Village Hall, meetings, April-November 
2018 (£140.00); R Mills, minor pothole repairs (£805.00); Hitrees, lengthsman (£674.00); 
Hitrees, footpaths (£390.00); and Herefordshire Council, donation to support 490 bus 
service (£1,500.00).  Ward Cllr. Bowen said data from Herefordshire Council on the use 
of the 490 service is expected shortly. 
iii) Transparency Code grant application for a new website and .gov.uk domain name – 
HALC has advised proceeding with the grant application and to highlight the years when 
income and/ or expenditure was in excess of £25,000 in line with the guidance.  The 
meeting agreed to apply on this basis, and to proceed with the new website and .gov.uk 
domain regardless of the outcome of the grant application.  The grant application form 
requesting £600.00 was approved. 
iv) Asset schedule – It was agreed to look at the asset schedule again in May 2018 as 
part of the 2017-18 annual return. 

9. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – The footpath officer said the locality steward 
has asked that OL41 is checked.  The lengthsman has cleared and cleaned road signs, 
fitted two new benches, and renovated the area round the new bench next to the 
telephone kiosk.  A request has been made to refill the grit bin at Overton Road.  A fallen 
tree at the side of the road by Copper Corner will kindly be reported to the locality 
steward by Ward Cllr. Bowen. 
 
An expression of interest in the lengthsman and footpath schemes in 2018-19 has been 
submitted in line with the provision made in the precept.  It was agreed to ask three 
county lengthsman contractors, including the incumbent, to tender for the lengthsman 
and footpath schemes in 2018-19. 
 
[Cllr. Tibbles left the meeting.] 
 

10. The Boot Inn – A member of the public asked about the number of private meetings held 
about the pub, said public money should not be used to support a commercial venture 
like the Boot Inn, and questioned the level of reserves held by the parish council.   
 



 
It was noted that there has been one meeting of the working group set up by the parish 
council, and a report was made about the meeting to the parish council, and that 
reserves held are in line with guidance. 
 
Ward Cllr. Bowen said the conservation people at Herefordshire Council are taking a 
keen interest in the Boot, and will ask for unemptied bins to the rear of the property to be 
dealt with. 
 
[Cllr. Tibbles rejoined the meeting.] 
 

11. Feature village sign – The costs for a feature sign were reviewed.  The proposal will be 
added to the list of potential parish projects.   

12. Traffic calming options – The meeting agreed to hire one SID from Luston Group Parish 
Council at a cost of £200.00 for deployment in the socket on the B4361.  The SID will be 
hired for four weeks and data will be provided on the average speed and number of 
vehicles.  Further information was requested in respect of village gateway costs provided 
by Balfour Beatty. 

13. Request to purchase and keep grit/ salt for community use – The request was noted.  
14. Consultation on Wigmore Group neighbourhood development plan (Regulation 14) – 

Noted.  
15. General Data Protection Regulation – The parish council noted the General Data 

Protection Regulations will be introduced in May 2018.  A review of IT used by the Clerk 
highlighted the following points: 

 The new .gov.uk domain website will be hosted on the HALC server; 

 Windows 10 Pro allows the contents of the parish laptop to be encrypted, if 
required; 

 Software subscription to MS Office will provide up to date business class email 
and software; and 

 Antivirus subscription should be reviewed. 
 
It was agreed to consider the matter again following further advice and training.  The 
Clerk will attend a course by Herefordshire Council on 16 March 2018. The Information 
Commissioner’s Office is expected to provide guidance for smaller organisations shortly. 
 

16. Parish council projects in 2018 – Village feature sign was added to the list of possible 
projects. 

17. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – Update from Severn Trent Water, and 
appointment of tree officer. 

18. Information items – Noted. 
19. Date for next meeting – 7.30pm, Thursday 15 February 2018.   

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.44pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


