
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
AT 7.00 PM ON THURSDAY 18 SEPTEMBER 2014 
 
PRESENT 
Jenny Harrison – Chairman; Di Harris; Colin Mitchell; Brian Powell; James Morgan and 
Jim Watt. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  District Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); Adam Walker and Jason 
Phillips, Severn Trent Water; Paul Sutton, South Shropshire Housing Association; and 
Richard Hewitt, Clerk. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – none. 
2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllr. Mitchell 

declared a non-disclosable interest in item 12 with regard to the proposed 
restoration of the right of way at Kitchen Hill.  Cllr. Harris declared a disclosable 
interest in item 12 update on affordable housing at Kitchen Hill. 

3. The parish council AGREED the minutes of the meeting held on 17 July 2014. 
4. Co-opt new member to the parish council – The meeting agreed to co-opt Mr 

Richard Jack to the parish council.  Mr Jack was not present at the meeting but 
expressed interest in becoming a co-opted councillor in an email to the Clerk. 

5. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman – Cllr. Mitchell was elected as Chairman 
and took the chair.  Cllr. Watt was elected as Vice Chairman. 

6. Appointment of Village Hall representative – Cllr. Harris agreed to be the village hall 
representative on the parish council. 

7. Appointment of Recreation Ground representative – Cllr. Powell agreed to be the 
recreation ground representative on the parish council. 

8. Appointment to highways maintenance / lengthsman working group – Cllrs. Harris 
and Morgan agreed to join the highways/ lengthsman working group.  The meeting 
agreed to ask Richard Jack to join the working group as well. 

9. Appointment of neighbourhood plan representative – The Vice Chairman agreed to 
be a part of the neighbourhood plan steering group. 

10. Sewage infrastructure at Orleton – Mr Walker, Severn Trent Water said the surveys 
of the sewer on Mortimer Drive showed no major defect, though a large quantity of 
debris has been removed which was mainly a granular stony material.  Their 
conclusion is that the problems were mainly due to this debris.  In addition, the 
CCTV surveys showed some undulations along the pipe between manholes but 
said they are minor and do not impede the flow. 
 
The parish council said it could not accept the findings and believes the whole 
sewage system should be examined as it is not currently fit for purpose given the 
long history of incidents.  The meeting asked Severn Trent Water to take a wider 
look at the overall sewage system at Orleton, in particular the flow of water entering 
the system from flooding, flooding by the school and working with Herefordshire 
Council to ensure the highways drains were functioning properly. 
 
Mr Walker said Severn Trent will share the findings of the surveys they have 
undertaken, provide information on the sewage system to the flood group, and 
extend the survey to include hydraulic monitoring of the system.  In response to a 
request for help with funding an independent hydrology survey, Mr Walker said he 
will take this as an action and get back to the Clerk on whether part-funding can be 
made available. 

  



Mr Sutton, South Shropshire Housing Association offered to provide £3,000.00 as a 
contribution to the independent hydrology survey.  The parish council thanked Mr 
Sutton. 
 
Mr Walker said Severn Trent is planning to install flow monitors connected via 
mobile systems or fixed line phone lines that will provide early warning to operations 
team once levels in the pipes get too high.  This was welcomed by the parish 
council. 
 
Cllr. Morgan said the problem with the land drain by Hallett’s Well reported at the 
last meeting has been resolved by Severn Trent Water. 
 

11. Consider quotations from hydrology companies for independent review of the 
sewage system and flooding at Orleton – The meeting reviewed three quotations 
from Hydro-Logic Services, Weetwood and Edenvale Young Associates.  District 
Cllr. Bowen said expert assistance is available from Herefordshire Council’s 
drainage team who have offered to work directly with the flood group.  It was agreed 
to postpone a decision on the independent hydrology report while the flood group 
explores whether a feasibility study is possible at no cost through working with 
Herefordshire Council. 

12. Affordable housing at Kitchen Hill – Paul Sutton, South Shropshire Housing 
Association provided an overview of the draft Local Lettings Plan for the affordable 
housing development at Kitchen Hill, Little Furlongs.  The parish council agreed to 
support the Local Lettings Plan and asked South Shropshire Housing to publish a 
summary of it in Grapevine and at the shop. 
 
The parish council asked South Shropshire Housing to check where the pipe from 
the SUDS at Little Furlongs discharges.  Mr Sutton said he will ask the site manager 
to look into it. 
 

 [The Chairman (Cllr. Mitchell) and Cllr. Harris left the meeting.  The Vice Chairman 
 chaired the meeting.] 

 
Mr Sutton said the project group for Little Furlongs has been asked to look at re-
instating a public right of way that was believed to run from Kitchen Hill to the Mill 
Lane Bridge.  A member of the public spoke against the proposed footpath.  The 
parish council felt that on balance the proposed footpath could not be supported. 

 
 [The Chairman and Cllr. Harris rejoined the meeting.  The Chairman resumed the 
 chairing of the meeting.] 
 

13. Receive report on Herefordshire Council – District Cllr. Bowen said a task and finish 
scrutiny committee is looking at Balfour Beatty.  The Balfour Beatty locality steward 
for Bircher is keen and responsive.  There has been quite a lot of work on highways 
in the area.  There is still a long way to go.  There should soon be a map of all the 
gullys and grips in the area which will make it easier to report defects.  Cllr. Bowen 
requested all problems are reported via himself. 
 
The parish lengthsman scheme will be enhanced shortly to allow for the repair of 
small potholes.  Participating lengthsman will receive training from Balfour Beatty as 
required. 
 

  



 
Herefordshire Council needs to save £34 million over two years, which is very 
challenging.  The council is obliged to provide Adult Care and Children’s 
Safeguarding services, but this leaves less for the provision of other services.  
Museums and libraries are likely to be placed in a trust to access to new sources of 
funding; possibly in conjunction with HALO which may act as a services hub. 
 
Herefordshire Council has completed the move to Plough Lane, which will now be 
the location for future council meetings.   
 

14. Clerks Report – Correspondence has been received from Bill Wiggin MP, Philip 
Dunne MP, the Minister for Transport and Highways Agency to say that a site 
meeting will be arranged at the A49 Salwey Junction to “establish the best way 
forward”.  Balfour Beatty has confirmed the hire of a SID on the B4361 by Portway 
Farm during October 2014.  Balfour Beatty has been asked to update the 
enforcement letters provided by Amey, which allow the parish council to request 
work on ditches, hedges and trees by the public highway and rights of way.  HSBC 
Bank holds a Charity Commission document and not the deeds for the Orleton 
Memorial Garden.  Orleton Memorial Garden has been provided with an overview 
from a government website on fence boundaries.  The tree officer had no objections 
to planning application P142079/K for tree works at Little Overton. 

15. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – There 
were no matters raised by members of the public at this point in the meeting. 

16. Plans 
P142389/K The Bower, Church Lane, Orleton, SY8 4HU – Reduction of Conifers 
T1 and T2.  The meeting had no objections to the proposed works. 
P142388/K Garden house, Church Lane, Orleton, SY8 4HU – T1 – Atlas Cedar – 
to be removed.  T2 – Conifer – Reduce in height by 50%.  The meeting confirmed 
that there is no objection to the proposed reduction in height of T2 Conifer, but 
would prefer not to lose the T1 Atlas cedar if at all possible.  The parish council 
understands that the T1 Atlas Cedar may be diseased, and if confirmed, would like 
to see the tree replaced by three suitable trees as outlined by a Western Power 
report. 
 
The Clerk said planning enforcement has been asked to look at a new extension at 
St George’s Crescent to confirm whether planning permission is required.  Planning 
application P140691/FH and P140824/L Deakins Cottage has been granted by 
Herefordshire Council.  
 
The meeting noted the withdrawal of printed planning applications by Herefordshire 
Council from 1 November 2014, and asked the Clerk to obtain quotations for 
portable projection to allow for the consideration of applications at meetings. 
 

17. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: 
Treasurer – £13,190.03; and Money Manager – £23,179.45; and noted the payment 
of 90 percent of the neighbourhood plan development grant (£6,300.00).  
ii) The following payments were agreed: Orleton Village Hall, neighbourhood plan, 
16 July, 13 August and 22 September 2014 (£60.00); Mrs E. Moran, neighbourhood 
plan expenses (£49.27); Mr D. Small, neighbourhood plan expenses (£317.00); 
Grayscale, neighbourhood plan website (£210.00); Data Orchard, neighbourhood 
plan support (£328.50); Hoople Ltd., maps for neighbourhood plan (£534.60); 
Wigmore School, tutor group award (£30.00); ICO, data protection registration  
 



 
(£35.00); Richards Castle Village Hall, neighbourhood plan, 22, 26, 27 and 31 July 
2014 (£82.00); Hitrees, lengthsman scheme (£338.70); Hitrees, P3 footpaths 
(£66.00); and Clerk, expenses July-August 2014/ lengthsman administration/ salary 
increment June-July 2014 (£270.66). 

18. 492 Bus service – The Clerk reported on correspondence received from 
Herefordshire and Shropshire Councils, which said the previous 492 service “cost in 
excess of £90,000 per year”.  Support for the reinstatement of the 492 service has 
been received from Herefordshire Cllr. Bowen and Shropshire Cllr. Parry.  Cllr. 
Bowen said Herefordshire Council is adamant that there is no funding available to 
improve the 492 service, however, reinstating the regular service to Richards Castle 
is being considered.   
 
The parish council asked the Clerk to contact Yarpole Group and Richards Castle 
(Herefordshire) parish councils to obtain their views on the reduced service.  The 
Chairman said he will work with Mr S Lane, who brought the matter to the attention 
of the parish council in July 2014, to explore the option of a minibus service 
supported by Herefordshire Council and local parish councils. 
 

19. Neighbourhood plan – The Clerk reported that the consultation days were well-
attended at the end of July 2014, and the steering group is now working on a 
neighbourhood plan questionnaire which is scheduled for October 2014. 

20. Lengthsman – The Clerk reported on the following lengthsman work: strimming 
round seats in the parish; strimming the bank at Millbrook Way; strimming the 
junctions at Ashley Moor, near the Old Police House, Portway, Comberton and by 
the railings near the school; strimming around the seats, Dickens Lane and the end 
of Church Lane.  The lengthsman has been asked to wash the bench on Green 
Lane and the bus shelter on Millbrook Way, and has been contacted by District Cllr. 
Bowen in connection with the ditch by White House above Orleton Common. 

21. Orleton Flood Group – The Chairman (Cllr. Mitchell) reported that the flood group 
held an Annual General Meeting on 16 September 2014 at which he was elected 
chairman of the group.  The Vice Chairman was elected as secretary.  The meeting 
noted that the flood group intends to focus on the feasibility of resolving the flooding 
and sewage problems, possibly through the construction of a bund upstream of the 
village to hold water back at times of sudden rainfall.  

22. Parish Council Communications; website and noticeboard – The Clerk reported that 
the Memorial Gardens Committee and local residents do not wish to host the new 
parish noticeboard.  The meeting agreed to site the noticeboard at the bottom of the 
bank on Millbrook Way next to the bus shelter.  The Clerk was delegated powers to 
amend the quotation from Greenbarnes Ltd. to a double-glazed lockable man made 
timber noticeboard with legs, and to place an order for the board. 
 
The meeting agreed to form a working group to develop the community website.  
Councillors who want to be a part of the working group will contact the Clerk who 
will arrange a meeting to plan the development of the website. 
 

23. Herefordshire Council’s Budget consultation – The meeting agreed to ask 
councillors to contribute their thoughts on the consultation to the Clerk in time for 
the 10 October 2014 deadline. 

24. Herefordshire Council Consultation on Travellers’ Sites – The meeting agreed to 
ask councillors to contribute their thoughts on the consultation to the Clerk in time 
for the 2 October 2014 deadline. 

 
  



 
 
 

25. Police and crime Commissioner Parish Survey – The meeting agreed to ask 
councillors to contribute their thoughts on the survey to the Clerk in time for the 19 
September 2014 deadline. 

26. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – Schedule of parish council 
meetings in 2015, refurbishment/ replacement of bench in the wooded area of the 
recreation ground. 

27. Information items – the items were noted. 
28. Date for next meeting – Thursday, 16 October 2014 at the village hall.  The meeting 

closed at 9.40 pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


