
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
AT 7.00 PM ON THURSDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2015 
 
PRESENT  Colin Mitchell – Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Richard Jack; and Brian Powell. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Ian Robertson, Footpaths Officer and Orleton Village Allotments 
Association; and Richard Hewitt, Clerk. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Di Harris and James Morgan. 
2. Co-opt new member – The meeting agreed to co-opt Mr Martin Bradford to the 

parish council.  Mr Bradford signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
3. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – None. 
4. The parish council AGREED the minutes of the meeting held on 15 January 2015. 
5. Receive report on Herefordshire Council – District Cllr. Bowen was unable to attend 

the meeting and sent his apologies. 
6. Request for financial support from Orleton Village Allotments Association – Mr Ian 

Robertson asked the parish council to consider three quotations for the provision of 
rabbit fencing at the new allotments.  The meeting agreed to donate £1,620.00 to 
pay for the rabbit fencing, and asked that the work is undertaken before 31 March 
2015.  The payment will be paid directly to the contractor following the receipt of the 
invoice by the Clerk. 

7. Footpaths – Mr Robertson said the landowner had no objection to the removal of 
the stile at OL19 by the bridge, and Hitrees will carry this out shortly.  South 
Shropshire Housing has requested a meeting with the footpaths officer.  Cllr. 
Bradford raised two defects, which Mr Robertson confirmed were in hand for 
Hitrees to repair; namely a broken fingerpost by the caravan park and missing step 
on a stile by Tunnel Lane.  The meeting noted Balfour Beatty will now require an 
annual plan for P3 footpaths maintenance and will make the grant available for work 
done in arrears on a quarterly basis. 

8. Clerks Report – Herefordshire Council’s Senior Building Conservation Officer has 
reported on a site visit to Church Yard Cottage, and will approach the landowner to 
ascertain the plan for the site and for the repair of the cottage.  Options for repairs 
to the cottage are limited as it is not listed.  The Chairman said he would reply to a 
letter received by him raising concern at the condition of the cottage. 

 
 Herefordshire Council has reported no outcome to the defect raised re: the 
 overflowing bin on the lay-by by Rosebank.  The defect has been reported directly  
 to Balfour Beatty’s locality adviser.  A pothole in Tunnel Lane near the bench was 
 reported to the locality adviser in January 2015.  The new website, 
 www.orletonvillage.com has now gone live and minutes of meetings and agendas 
 will be posted online as they are approved and/ or available. 
 
 The Clerk attended a briefing by Electoral Services on 16 February 2015, and 
 has nomination papers available for councillors and interested members of the 
 public.  

9. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – There 
were no matters raised. 

10. Plans 
P150237/F – Orleton House, Kitchen Hill Road, Orleton – Proposed erection of a 
detached dwelling.  Orleton Parish Council had no objection to the proposed plans 
save for a concern that the sewage infrastructure in Orleton needs to be upgraded 
in order to service the recent developments in the village. 
 

  

http://www.orletonvillage.com/


 
P143452/F – The Knoll, Orleton, SY8 4JA – Proposed conversion of existing 
timber frame agricultural building into a single dwelling.  Orleton Parish Council 
objected to the proposed plans on the grounds of access and highways safety, the 
overbearing nature of proposal, and proximity to PROW YP36. Traffic to and from 
the proposed conversion will need to access the busy B4361 on a very dangerous 
junction, which offers limited visibility and access.  The agricultural barn was built 
some six years ago and should be retained for its original purpose - the proposed 
plan is overbearing in scale to the local area.  Public footpath YP36 falls within the 
boundary of the proposal, and the parish council objected to the potential impact of 
the proposed conversion on this PROW. 
P150286/K – Upper House, Orleton, SY8 4HN – Works to seven trees.  Orleton 
Parish Council noted the The Electricity Act 1989 provides the following guideline 
clearance distances for voltages less than 33kV: 3.0m from a branch able to 
support a person's weight; and 0.8m from a branch unable to support a person's 
weight.  Felling Trees 1 and 2 is opposed as pruning will provide guideline 
clearance.  It is considered that felling to achieve six metres clearance is excessive, 
particularly as the trees contribute to the character of the main road through the 
village.  Pruning Trees 3 and 7 and reducing the side of Tree 6 is accepted provided 
it follows the guidance highlighted above. 
P150108/K – Birchbeck, Orleton, SY8 4HW – Prune two Cypress Trees.  Orleton 
Parish Council had no objection to the application provided the work follows the 
guideline clearance distances in the Electricity Act 1989 for voltages less than 
33kV: 3.0m from a branch able to support a person's weight; and 0.8m from a 
branch unable to support a person's weight.  
P150107/K – The Farm, Orleton, SY8 4HW – Works to three trees.  Orleton Parish 
Council had no objection to the application provided the work follows the guideline 
clearance distances in the Electricity Act 1989 for voltages less than 33kV: 3.0m 
from a branch able to support a person's weight; and 0.8m from a branch unable to 
support a person's weight.  
P150145/K – The Old Bakery, Kitchen Hill Road, Orleton, SY8 4HN – Proposed 
works to five trees.  Orleton Parish Council would like to retain the Holly which is 
being crowded out by the self-seeded Goat Willow when the Goat Willow is 
removed.  Otherwise no objection. 
P150176/K – Honeymoon Cottage, Kitchen Hill Road, Orleton, SY8 4HN – Fell 
Cypress Tree.  No objection. 
 
Herefordshire Council has granted planning permission for P143627/FH Waterloo 
Lodge. 
 

11. Public Access Defibrillator – The parish council agreed to accept the offer of a 
donated public access defibrillator from West Midlands Ambulance Service.  As a 
result, there is no longer a requirement for the British Heart Foundation grant.  The 
meeting agreed to purchase a Physio Control Cabinet with an electronic keypad for 
£565.00 (+VAT), subject to confirmation that it is acceptable to West Midlands 
Ambulance Service and the local GP surgery which has agreed to host and 
maintain the defibrillator. 

12. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: 
Treasurer – £6,760.68; and Money Manager – £23,189.22. 
ii) The following payments were agreed: Kingsland Parish Council, share of BENQ 
MX620ST projector (£134.00); and Village Hall, neighbourhood plan meeting, 22 
January 2015 (£20.00). 
 



 
iii) A draft lengthsman tender document was approved, and the parish council 
requested it is published in the Advertiser and Hereford Times. 

13. Lengthsman – The meeting noted the changes to the lengthsman scheme 
announced by Balfour Beatty at a briefing on 10 February 2015.  It was agreed to 
submit an Expression of Interest and Annual Plan in order to participate in the P3 
Footpaths and Lengthsman Schemes in the next financial year.  Grants will be paid 
against work completed on a quarterly basis.  

14. Transport service to Ludlow – Cllr. Bradford kindly agreed to approach Yarpole 
Parish Council to ask about their ‘good neighbour’ transport scheme.  The 
Chairman said an additional note published in Grapevine to ask for expressions of 
interest in using a service, will be published shortly. 

15. Keep Britain Tidy luminous posters – The meeting declined to participate in the 
proposed joint purchase of luminous posters with Kingsland Parish Council. 

16. Create Your Own Website training – The meeting suggested Eddie Clanzy Hodge 
attend the training should he wish to do so. 

17. Renovation and re-siting of bench at recreation ground  – The parish council noted 
the agreement of the Recreation Association to re-site the bench by the pond, and 
that the concrete plinth where the bench is currently sited does not need to be 
removed. 

18. Internal audit, 2014-15 – The meeting noted the internal auditor has resigned, and 
agreed to approach two local residents to see if they would like to take on the role. 

19. Letter re: garden fires – The parish council agreed to ask the local fire brigade to a 
meeting to talk about ‘the dos and don’ts’ of garden fires in the village. 

20. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – Purchase of the telephone kiosk 
in the village.  In response to a question from Cllr. Powell, the Clerk confirmed the 
report of a ‘milky substance’ in the brook has been relayed to the local network 
manager, Severn Trent.  

21. Information items – Noted. 
 [The meeting was closed to the public in order for the working group to report on the 
 verification of local connections at Little Furlongs, Kitchen Hill] 

22. Little Furlongs – The local connection working group reported that two local 
connections have been confirmed since the last meeting and a third local 
connection was undecided and will be reviewed again in March if necessary.  A 
fourth local connection form, received on 17 February 2015, was considered at the 
meeting and was not confirmed.  The parish council noted the report. 
 

23. Date of next meeting – Thursday, 19 March 2015. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


