
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 19 
JANUARY 2017 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Chairman; Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; and Paul 
Smith.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Ward Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); Richard Hewitt (Clerk).  There 
were two members of the public present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Eddie Clanzy-Hodge. 
2. To co-opt two new members to the parish council – Postponed to the next meeting. 
3. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllrs. Gandy and 

Smith declared a non-disclosable pecuniary interest in 9 ii) Orleton Good Neighbour 
Scheme. 

4. The minutes of the meeting held on 8 December 2016 were agreed and signed as a true 
record. 

5. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said the condition of the single cell 
dwelling at The Boot is being looked at by the county’s conservation officer.  Council Tax 
is likely to rise by 3.9 percent, which includes 2 percent for social services.  By 2017-18 
Herefordshire Council will have achieved savings of 70 million.  In 2020 funding will rely 
on the contribution of business rates; however this will need some equalisation given the 
relatively small number of larger businesses in the county.  2017-18 will be a balanced 
budget.  The collection rate of 98.5 percent for council tax is good.  Bus services need to 
stay at a viable level in order to be able to provide a sustainable service.  A recent visit 
from the Community Safety Partnership highlighted the benefits of a shared building for 
the probation service in Herefordshire.   
 
There is a survey underway on the integration of local health and social services, which 
can be accessed via ‘Your Conversation’ online.  The local Travellers’ site needs to be 
improved for the benefit of people living on the site.  A recent pothole tour with the 
locality steward saw a lot of marking up.  The B4362 at Comberton has deteriorated in 
the recent weather, but there is unlikely to be significant work on it until the new financial 
year which starts in April 2017.  There has been some additional funding from 
government to help Herefordshire Council deliver services in rural areas.  Herefordshire 
Council will be debating the 2017-18 budget on 3 February 2017. 

6. Clerk’s report and reports on meetings attended by parish councillors – Cllr. Smith 
reported that a recent village hall committee meeting looked at improving external 
lighting, and will be obtaining quotations for this work. 
 
The Clerk reported that Severn Trent Water has committed verbally to attending the next 
meeting on 16 February 2017, to provide an overview of the work that has been 
commissioned and when it is likely to commence.  The works order was signed off by 
Severn Trent Water in December 2016.  The new sign for God’s Acre has been 
commissioned.  A second quotation has been received for the restoration work on the 
War Memorial. 

7. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – A member of 
the public asked that the parish council does not remove the roots of the dogwood on the 
verge at the corner of Kings Road and the lane to the Church as he is concerned it may 
adversely affect the foundations of the boundary wall which is on a bank.  The member of 
the public volunteered to maintain the dogwood so that it does not become overgrown 
and obscure visibility on Kings Road.  The parish council thanked the member of the 
public for their kind offer, and agreed to look at the matter at the next meeting.  One 
option might be to use a selective weedkiller to remove the dogwood which would not 
then require mechanical intervention. 



 
8. Plans  

164050 Tilemakers Cottage, Orleton, SY8 4HR – Proposed works to Horse Chestnut 
(1) - reduce by 25% off roof of barn and shape. Works to Yew hedge (2) - start 
renovation by cutting one side, then hedge cut annually.  The parish council has no 
objection to the proposed work and noted the representation dated 10 January 2017 
regarding ownership of the hedge. 
164016 29 Mortimer Drive, Orleton, SY8 4JW – Proposed extension.  The parish 
council agreed to support the planning application. 
163774/PA Broad Green Farm, Green Lane, Orleton – Proposed steel framed building.  
The Prior Approval planning application was noted. 
 
The following planning decisions by Herefordshire Council were reported:  152204 Land 
opposite Orleton School – outline planning permission; 162678 Timbercroft – refused. 
 

9. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£8,011.70; and Money Manager – £20,296.70.  
ii) The following payments were agreed:  Orleton Good Neighbour Scheme, donation 
approved at meeting held on 27 October 2017 (£800.00); Hitrees, play area maintenance 
(£504.00); Hitrees, lengthsman (£360.00); Herefordshire Council, 490 bus service 
(£1,000.00); and Leo Pest Control, emptying of dog bins x 2 (£45.60).  
iii) Allowances Scheme for Parish Councillors – No action required.  The meeting noted 
that parish councillors may claim out of pocket expenses already, provided this is agreed 
by the parish council in advance of any expenditure. 
iv) Dog bins, Millbrook Way and St George’s Crescent – It was agreed to extend the 
emptying of the dog bins for further six months.  The dog bins are emptied fortnightly.  
The meeting requested a report from the contractor on the volume of waste being 
emptied.  The arrangement will be reviewed in July 2017.   
 

10. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – The Clerk reported that the lengthsman and P3 
footpaths grant has been claimed for work completed up to 31 December 2016 
(£1,954.00).  The Expression of Interest in the Lengthsman and P3 footpaths 2017-18 
has been acknowledged by Balfour Beatty 
 
The lengthsman has met the footpath officer to review the work needed on OL9 and 
OL36, including minor repairs to two footbridges.  On OL27 a tree will be cut back and 
stile repaired.  Two defects on footpaths (OL29 and BF50) have been reported to 
Herefordshire Council.  The Brimfield and Little Hereford Clerk has confirmed the 
footpaths are clear to the parish boundary with Orleton.  A recent walk has identified an 
overgrown field on the boundary of the two parishes which is very overgrown making it 
difficult to access both parishes’ footpaths. 
 
A site meeting with Balfour Beatty in December 2016 reviewed the proposed location for 
an additional Orleton village sign before the brook on the B4361.  Balfour Beatty has 
been asked to provide a quotation to provide and install the sign. 
 
Balfour Beatty has received the request for an additional SID socket on the B4362 at 
Comberton.  The request needs to be made via a formal application form.  This 
application pack is expected to be available shortly. 
 

11. Community Speed Watch Initiative – The parish council agreed to participate in the 
scheme as and when it is available from West Mercia Police.  The meeting noted that an 
interest in operating a scheme has been registered with the coordinating officer. 



 
12. Neighbourhood Development Plan – A shortlist of independent examiners was 

considered.  The meeting agreed a preferred examiner, and also that should Richards 
Castle Parish Council decide to nominate an alternative examiner from the shortlist, this 
decision would have the support of the parish council.  The process whereby 
clarifications may be requested by the examiner was noted. 

13. Local Flood Risk Management Strategy – Noted. 
14. Freight Strategy consultation – The Chairman kindly agreed to complete the consultation 

on behalf of the parish council.  
15. Single cell dwelling at the Boot – The meeting noted the report from Ward Cllr. Bowen 

that the conservation officer, Herefordshire Council is looking at the matter. 
16. Defibrillator training and maintenance – The meeting agreed to propose a defibrillator 

training session jointly with the organisers of the Wednesday coffee morning.  It was 
agreed to review the checking procedure for the defibrillator with the medical practice 
which hosts the defibrillator on an external wall of their building.  

17. Parish council projects, 2017-18 – The Vice Chairman proposed a list of projects for the 
meeting to consider supporting.  The list was agreed, with the addition of the single cell 
dwelling.  The ‘wish list’ will be reviewed at each meeting of the parish council.  

18. Wigmore Group neighbourhood development plan – The Regulation 14 consultation was 
noted.  

19. Luston Group neighbourhood development plan – The Regulation 16 consultation was 
noted.  

20. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – None.  
21. Information items – Noted. 
22. Date for next meeting – 7.30pm, Thursday 16 February 2017.  

 
The meeting closed at 9.20pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


