
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
AT 7.00 PM ON THURSDAY 19 JUNE 2014 
 
PRESENT 
Jenny Harrison – Chairman; Brian Powell; Colin Mitchell and Jim Watt. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Adam Walker and Jason Phillips, Severn Trent Water; Alan Dadswell, 
Fisher German; and Richard Hewitt, Clerk. 
 

1. Declarations of acceptance of office – Messrs. James Watt and Colin Mitchell 
signed declarations of acceptance of office as councillors having been duly elected 
in an uncontested election. 

2. Apologies for absence – Di Harris. 
3. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllrs. Mitchell 

and Watts declared a non-disclosable interest in item 17, allotments at Mitnell Farm. 
4. The parish council AGREED the minutes of the annual meeting held on 15 May 

2014.  
5. Sewage infrastructure – Adam Walker, Severn Trent Water, said there had been a 

CCTV survey to help investigate what to do to fix the problems with the sewer 
behind Mortimer Drive.  Jason Phillips said the repair carried out at the pumping 
station in 2006 has slipped where a plastic pipe joins an asbestos section, and this 
will be fixed by lining the pipe or replacing it altogether.  It was agreed that Severn 
Trent Water, Balfour Beatty and Cllr.Watt would meet the following day to agree 
which drains were the responsibility of highways to maintain.  Severn Trent Water 
was asked to provide an update at the next meeting of the parish council on 17 July 
2014. 

6. Email re: reported rabbit infestation at the recreation ground – The Clerk reported 
that several complaints have been received regarding rabbits entering private 
gardens in Millbrook Way and Ashley Walk from the area of the recreation ground, 
and read out an email from the recreation ground which said. “We have already 
taken steps this year to control the population and we will certainly try to do so 
again”.  It was agreed to approach the owner of a large garden adjoining the 
recreation ground to ask if they had considered measures to control the population 
of rabbits, and Cllr. Watt kindly agreed to do this in person.  The Clerk said Leo 
Pest Control has been asked to suggest what options may be appropriate to 
manage the issue. 

7. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – A 
member of the public said there may be rats using a pipe by Millbrook Way/ Close.  
The parish council agreed to report this to Herefordshire Council for investigation. 

8. Independent review of the sewage infrastructure – The meeting agreed to postpone 
this matter to the next meeting. 

9. Receive report on Herefordshire Council – District Cllr. Bowen said the recent 
Childrens’ Well Being review found that Herefordshire Council was moving in the 
right direction and was no longer inadequate.  There is a new ethos and more 
permanent staff.  Herefordshire Council needs to make savings of £15 million for 
two years running, which will mean looking at doing things differently.  Libraries and 
other services may become a form of trust which may attract new sources of grant 
funding.  Balfour Beatty is to cut the grass and verges three times per year save for 
junctions which require better visibility – it is possible to ask the lengthsman to take 
a greater role in verge cutting.  Hereford Football Club is moving through significant 
changes.  The new locality steward has been appointed by Balfour Beatty and 
major works are starting to happen, for example up by the Goggin.  District Cllr. 
Bowen is to review the main issues and defects on 20 June 2014 with the head of 
Balfour Beatty, including at Hunts Lane. 



 
10. Clerks Report – The Clerk said an email from Cllr. Mitchell reported the construction 

of a bank and building of two detached bungalows on the land by Kitchen Hill, which 
did not seem to be part of the planning permission granted for the development.  It 
was agreed to report this matter to planning enforcement at Herefordshire Council.  
The deadline for the current notice of casual vacancies is 19 June 2014, after which 
Electoral Services will inform the parish council whether it is able to co-opt the 
remaining two vacancies on the parish council or whether there is to be a by-
election.  Rubbish collection will be fortnightly from November 2014 and 
householders will be provided with a plastic wheelie bin for this purpose.  The notice 
for the Community Resilience Plan has been placed in Grapevine.  The deeds for 
the Memorial Gardens are kept at the bank and require a letter of authorisation in 
order to be reviewed. 

11. Plans 
 There were no plans for the meeting to consider. 

12. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: 
Treasurer – £9,062.93; and Money Manager – £23,175.53.  The meeting noted the 
receipt of the P3 footpaths grant (£910.00) and NALC training bursary (£100.00).  
ii) The following payments were agreed: Orleton Village Hall, neighbourhood plan 
meeting, 16 June 2014, flood group meeting, 29 May 2014; and annual parish 
meeting, 27 May 2014 (£60.00); HITREES, strim entrance to village hall (£84.00); 
HITREES, lengthsman (£684.60); and HITREES, P3 footpaths (£96.00).  The 
parish council agreed that the strimming at the entrance to the village hall was a 
one-off, and in future the lengthsman should not strim the junction at Rosebank. 

13. Strimming and verge cutting – It was agreed to postpone this matter to the next 
meeting. 

14. Lengthsman – The Clerk reported HITREES has collected the sandbags from 
Portway; strimmed at Dickens lane, end of Church Lane and junction by the Old 
Police house; strimmed Ashley Moor, Copper Corner and Portway junction; 
strimmed the bank in Millbrook Way, the railings and edge of pavement near the 
school and around all the seats; strimmed Rosebank junction; strimmed Comberton 
junction; and sprayed weeds on the pavements of the village.  

15. Footpaths – The meeting noted the footpaths have been strimmed at Little Overton 
and in Millbrook Close.  The P3 contract with Herefordshire Council will be signed at 
the next meeting. 

16. Flood Group – The Clerk said it was not possible to hold the scheduled annual 
meeting on 29 May 2014 as there was no Chairman or Secretary present.  
Nonetheless, the flood group had an informal meeting which explored pooling grant 
funding for householders to fund the building of a bund to hold back the brook.  
However, enquiries showed that the habitable areas of affected village properties 
were not flooded last winter, which means the householders would not be eligible 
for the grant.  Cllrs. Mitchell and Watt agreed to take the positions of Chairman and 
Secretary respectively on the Flood Group. 

17. Allotments at Mitnell Farm, Richards Castle – The Clerk reported that T A Matthews 
Solicitors has reviewed the draft landlord agreement and tenancy agreement 
provided by the OVAA and suggested minor amendments.  T A Matthews has 
confirmed the title of the land, obtained a plan of the site and advises that the OVAA 
may run the allotments as a separate entity, should the parties wish this to be the 
case.  The parish council agreed to provide the OVAA with the suggested contract 
changes, and consider the question of whether the OVAA operates the allotments 
independent of the parish council at the next meeting.   

 
 



 
18. Traffic safety at Salwey junction – The Chairman reported on a site meeting held 

with representatives of Richard’s Castle and Brimfield and Little Hereford Parish 
Councils.  The meeting agreed to draft a letter to request the siting of a roundabout 
at the junction to improve safety and reflect the increase in traffic using the junction.  
The Clerk was asked to circulate the letter by email before sending it, and for all 
members to confirm they approve the text before it is issued.  

19. Parish council communications – It was agreed to postpone this matter to the next 
meeting. 

20. Neighbourhood plan – The meeting noted the grant application for £7,000.00 has 
been approved in principle by the Community Development Foundation, and 90 
percent should be paid to the treasury account shortly.  In light of this the steering 
group is organising four drop in events between Orleton and Richards Castle village 
halls on the 19, 20, 26 and 27 July 2014.  The cost of holding the drop in events will 
be paid for from the grant funding. 

21. Herefordshire Local Plan, Core Strategy consultation – The meeting agreed not to 
comment on the consultation due to its technical nature. 

22. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – Election of officers, co-option of 
members and sewage update. 

23. Information Items – Noted.  The Chairman asked for the 13 May 2014 edition of 
Community First to be emailed to her. 

24. Date for next meeting – Thursday, 17 July 2014 at the village hall.  The public 
meeting was closed to consider confidential matters relating to the Clerk’s hours of 
work. 

25. Clerk’s hours of work – The meeting AGREED to increase the Clerk’s contracted 
hours of work to 6.75 hours per week to reflect the increased hours worked by the 
Clerk.  The increase is effective from 1 April 2014, and will be paid for from the 
2014-15 precept. 

26. The meeting closed at 9.35pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


