
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 19 
NOVEMBER 2015 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Martin Bradford; Eddie Clanzy-Hodge; 
and Paul Smith. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Mr I Robertson, Footpath Officer; Ward Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher 
Ward); and Richard Hewitt (Clerk). 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; and Jimmy Morgan. 
2. Declaration of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllr. Bradford 

declared a non-disclosable pecuniary interest in expenses claimed for work on the war 
memorial and replacement noticeboard. 

3. A misspelling of Cllr. Bradford’s name was amended under items 8, 10 and 21.  With 
these amendments the minutes of the 17 September 2015 meeting were agreed and 
signed as a true record. 

4. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said the grant for the additional 490 
services to Ludlow that were introduced in May 2015 will end in April 2016.  It is hoped to 
be able to save this additional service, and the parish council may wish to consider 
support for this when setting the 2016-17 precept.  The Scrutiny Committee will be 
reviewing Herefordshire Council’s budget; a referendum on increasing the precept above 
1.9 percent is unlikely.  The smallholdings review has recommended that the 
smallholdings are retained save for land with minerals or development potential.  Cabinet 
will consider the recommendation shortly.  Balfour Beatty’s new locality steward is now in 
post. 

5. Clerks Report – Recommendations and a quotation for the cleaning of the war memorial 
have been obtained from a conservation stonemason.  Grant funding may be available 
from the War Memorials Trust.  Separate quotations will need to be obtained to replace 
the tops of two gate posts, remove the metal stake that joins the rear metal fence to the 
top of two of the gate posts, and replace the cement in the stone wall with lime mortar.  
Cllr. Bradford has kindly found out that the owners of the hedge bordering the footpath to 
the rear of the Boot Inn are getting the hedge cut back.  An article has been placed in 
Grapevine on proposed changes to the 490 bus service, renovation of the telephone 
kiosk and need for a new neighbourhood watch coordinator.  West Mercia Police has 
been asked to attend a meeting of the parish council.  The sandbags stored locally in the 
village are at a sufficient level, and no more are required for the moment. A blocked drain 
on the B4361 opposite the Maidenhead has been reported to Balfour Beatty.  A letter has 
been received asking for the parish council’s support in the continuation of the additional 
490 service to Ludlow.  The milky substance in the brook has been reported to the 
Environment Agency and an officer has visited the village to investigate – the meeting 
asked the Clerk to report the matter again as the brook is reported to be ‘milky’ on a 
regular ongoing basis.   

6. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – A member of 
the public suggested South Shropshire Housing investigate reports of constant running 
water in the drains from Little Furlongs, and asked that the parish council take over the 
tendering process for the resurfacing of the car park as it is believed to be funded wholly 
by the council. 

7. Plans –  
152204 Land opposite Orleton School, Kings Road, Orleton – Proposed Outline 
application with some matters reserved for 39 no. dwellings, garages, roads, school 
nature area, off road school parking and allotments (to consider amended and additional 
plans or documents). 
 



The parish council agreed to add to the comments submitted by email on 6 September 
2015:  The field highlighted for development flooded in 2007 and 2008. Historically, 
sewage leaked into the field on one occasion. The parish council has already provided 
funding to establish allotments in a neighbouring parish, so there is no expectation of 
funding from the parish council for allotments on this site.  With regard to earlier 
comments on road safety, the provision of a footpath on the proposed development is 
noted. However, there is no provision for a secure road crossing, which means people 
and children will be crossing the road all along the proposed new footpath in order to 
access the school. 
 
The meeting noted Herefordshire Council has granted planning permission for: 152471 
Old School House and 152687 The Oast House.  Planning application 152830 The White 
House has been refused. 

8. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£12,361.49; and Money Manager – £34,277.35.  
ii) The following payments were agreed: Wigmore High School, sponsor school award 
(£30.00); and M Bradford, expenses re: noticeboard and war memorial (£96.22). 
iii) Donation to Age UK: £100.00 was agreed in recognition of local support provided. 
iv) Precept for 2016-17: The parish council agreed to set the precept at £25,000 to 
include £5,000 support for the village hall, a £3,500 contribution to help maintain local 
services, and £5,000 for village amenities.  The Clerk’s salary point was set at SCP21. 

9. Lengthsman and Footpaths – The Clerk reported that R Mills will move the glass at the 
top of the telephone kiosk, but will need to charge for the new pane of glass.  The 
potholes marked up by Balfour Beatty have now all been repaired. 

10. Village Pump, Deakins Lane – Consideration of matter postponed to future meeting. 
11. Church Yard Cottage – Consideration of matter postponed to future meeting. 
12. Resurfacing of the car park at the village hall – Cllr. Bradley reported on a meeting with 

the village hall committee’s representatives, which looked at examples of contractors’ 
work, and reviewed aspects of the specification for the resurfacing work.  In view of the 
evolving specification highlighted by the village hall committee representatives (including, 
additional scalpings, laying of tarmac to the hedge and fence, and edging at the entrance 
to the hall car park), the parish council decided that the specification needs to be updated 
to reflect all the new requirements, and re-tendered.  In addition, the parish council would 
like the final revised specification to be reviewed by a suitably qualified highways 
engineer.  Once the village hall has agreed the updated specification, the Clerk will 
obtain three new quotations for the work and share these with the village hall committee. 

13. Village hall committee representative – Cllr. Paul Smith kindly agreed to represent the 
parish council on the village hall management committee. 

14. Highways England meeting – Cllr. Jenny Harrison kindly agreed to attend the 
forthcoming Highways England meeting on 24 November. 

15. Wigmore School and transport – Consideration of matter postponed to future meeting. 
16. Meetings in 2016 – The schedule of proposed dates was agreed save for the meeting in 

January which was changed to Thursday 28 January 2016. 
17. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – None.  
18. Information items – Noted. 
19. Date for next meeting – Thursday 28 January 2016. 

The meeting closed at 10.03pm.  
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


