
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 19 
OCTOBER 2017 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Chairman; Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Paul 
Gallagher; Robin Tibbles; and Paul Smith.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Mr J Howell-Thomas, Orleton Village Hall Management Committee; Mr B 
Rogers, Orleton Relief in Need; Ward Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); and Richard Hewitt 
(Clerk).  There were five members of the public present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Eddie Clanzy-Hodge. 
2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllr. Tibbles 

declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in #11 The Boot Inn. 
3. The minutes of the meetings held on 21 September 2017 were amended to state that 

costings for village gates are to be obtained, and the locations are proposed (#12).  The 
minutes were then agreed and signed as a true record. 

 
 [Cllr. R Jack joined the meeting and took the chair from the Vice Chairman.] 
 

4. Request from the Village Hall Management Committee for financial support to help 
refurbish the hall – Mr Howell-Thomas, Village Hall Management Committee said the 
village hall has obtained a grant from the LEADER programme, which requires funds to 
be held by the recipient of the funding.  In order to fulfil this requirement, the parish 
council was asked to consider providing the necessary funding on a short term basis. 
 
[Cllr. Tibbles joined the meeting.] 
 
The meeting considered advice from HALC on the proposal.  It was agreed to donate 
£7,100.00 to support the kitchen refurbishment.  The LEADER grant is believed to 
require significant additional funding, albeit on a short term basis, and it was agreed to 
consult HALC and the officer responsible for the LEADER programme at Herefordshire 
Council on this.  To this end, HALC, the LEADER programme officer, Orleton Village Hall 
Management Committee and members will meet to explore the options. 

5. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said reports of undue noise from 
the electricity generating facility by Overton Farm are being looked at.  The overspend at 
Blueschool House will be the subject of an audit and peer review.  The general scrutiny 
committee will be looking at Balfour Beatty before Christmas.  Better Care Funding has 
been secured by the local NHS Trust by achieving better integration with social care.  
Funds gained from the sale of the county smallholdings should be reinvested.  
Roadworks for the Edgar Street link road are causing traffic problems in Hereford, 
however the work is due to be completed by the end of November 2017.  It is hoped that 
it will be possible to use the £10 million received from a previous highways contractor 
early in 2018. 

6. Clerk’s report and reports on meetings attended by parish councillors – The Clerk said 
work to restore the war memorial has begun.  The neighbourhood development plan has 
been adopted formally by Herefordshire Council.  An informal get together of councillors 
and former neighbourhood plan steering group members has been organised to mark the 
conclusion of the process.  Quotations are being gathered for maintenance of the 
boundary wall at the Memorial Garden.  An automatic enrolment declaration has been 
made to The Pensions Regulator.  South Shropshire Housing has confirmed they are 
looking into options for the meadow/ rough cut areas at Little Furlongs with the residents.  
A donation to Age UK will be considered at the next meeting.   
 



 
Cllr. Gandy kindly agreed to put the large poppies on lampposts in the village a couple of 
weeks before Remembrance Sunday.  The parish council agreed to provide a poppy 
wreath and attend the ceremony. 
 
Cllr. Gallagher said he was unable to attend the seminar on how parish councils can run 
pubs on 15 October 2017 as information on the location and time was not provided by 
CAMRA. 

7. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – Mr B Rogers, 
Orleton Relief in Need highlighted the area of land administered by the charity on an 
Ordnance Survey map.  It was agreed to confirm the status of the land. 

8. Plans  
173552 Manor Ground Farm, Orleton, SY8 4JJ – Proposed manure storage barn.  
There was no objection to the planning application. 
173275 Brick Corner House, Kitchen Hill Road, SY8 4HN – Proposed erection of 
garden shed/workshop and greenhouse.  There was no objection to the planning 
application. 
163347 Chapel House, Waterloo Road, Orleton – Change of use of former methodist 
chapel to provide two bedroom cottage and retention of existing timber cabin to provide 
ancillary accommodation to the cottage and its occupiers.  Amended plans or 
documents.  The parish council agreed that the comment submitted in June 2017 
remains the view of the parish council.  Namely that conversion of the chapel is 
supported subject to the removal of the shed/ timber cabin and appropriate landscaping. 
 
The following planning decisions by Herefordshire Council were noted:  170286 Orleton 
Manor (planning permission); 172860 The Damson (planning permission); 172535 
Heather Meade (planning permission); 171834 Waterloo Lodge (planning permission); 
and 172927 Magnolia (works to trees allowed).  The meeting agreed to bring the removal 
of three trees at Ashley Walk to the attention of the county tree officer. 

9. Accounts 
i) The latest balances of the parish council accounts were noted: Treasurer – £20,314.37; 
and Money Manager – £20,302.81.  The second half of the 2017-18 precept 
(£12,500.00) has been paid by Herefordshire Council.  
ii) The following payments were agreed: Orleton Village Hall, donation re: broadband 
service (£38.28); Leo Pest Control, empty community dog bins St George’s Crescent and 
Millbrook Way (£136.80); Education Property Partnership, survey and report re: 
boundary wall at Memorial Garden (£216.00); Wigmore School, tutor award sponsorship 
(£30.00); and Marmax Recycled Products, benches delivery charge (£108.00). 
iii) Asset schedule – HALC has advised that the land administered by Orleton Relief in 
Need should be registered.   
iv) External audit report on Annual Return, 2016-17 – The external auditor’s report was 
noted.  The asset register will need to be updated to record gifted community assets at a 
nominal cost of £1.00 instead of the current £10.00.  The notice of conclusion of audit 
and external auditor’s report has been placed on the noticeboard and on 
www.orletonvillage.co.uk. 

10. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – The lengthsman was asked to clean signs 
around the village and parish.  The three new benches from Marmax Recycled Products 
have been delivered and are with the lengthsman.  A quotation for the installation of the 
benches, and work to improve the seating area next to the telephone kiosk was 
requested again.  The kissing gate, which replaces a stile by Tunnel Lane, is expected to 
be installed in November.  The footpaths officer has looked into a report of a slippery 
bridge off Mortimer Drive.   



 
It was agreed to review the lengthsman contract in early 2018, including service level 
metrics.  A report of a disconnected horizontal bar on the railings opposite the school will 
be passed to Balfour Beatty.   
 
A tour of the parish with the locality steward on 5 October 2017 identified minor potholes 
for repair by the lengthsman.  An order has been made to Balfour Beatty for appropriate 
filler/ tarmac. 

11. The Boot Inn – The meeting noted the appointment of a liquidator.  The pub remains for 
sale through an agent which specialises in the sale of pubs.  It may be that the liquidator 
is looking at trying to sell the site for development.  The parish council is aware of one 
serious offer that has been made to purchase the property and re-open the pub and 
restaurant.  Ward Councillor Bowen said planning services would resist an application for 
a change of use.  The parish council is supportive of viable plans which see The Boot 
operating as a pub and will continue to monitor the situation.  

12. Rights of Way Improvement Plan consultation – Noted. 
13. HALC training schedule – It was agreed for the Clerk to attend the ‘Dancing with Data’ 

briefing on 28 November 2017.  The £30.00 cost will be shared with other parishes. 
14. Parish council projects, 2017-18 – There were no matters raised. 
15. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – Village sign. 
16. Information items – Noted. 
17. Date for next meeting – 7.30pm, Thursday 16 November 2017.  The Vice Chairman gave 

his apologies for this meeting. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.50pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


