
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 20 
APRIL 2017 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Chairman; Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Eddie 
Clanzy-Hodge; Robin Tibbles; and Paul Smith.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Ward Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); Will Sanders, Footpaths 
Officer; and Richard Hewitt (Clerk).  There were no members of the public present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Paul Gallagher. 
2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – None. 
3. The minutes of the meeting held on 16 March 2017 were agreed and signed as a true 

record. 
4. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said the B4362 at Comberton will 

be resurfaced by the summer.  Elsewhere in the ward, the A4110 has been resurfaced 
between Lawton’s Cross and Shirlheath, as well as the B4362 at Bircher. 
 
Potholes have been marked up for repair.  Cllr. Smith asked about the quality of pothole 
repairs which are not lasting, and gave the example of the edges along a section of 
Tunnel Lane by Inchmoor Farm, which require refilling once more.  Ward Cllr. Bowen 
said the edges needed planings, and that he has urged Herefordshire Council to 
purchase the planings generated by the link road at Hereford.  Also the £8 million 
expected from the legal ruling should make a great difference.  Most of the £8 million is 
expected to go to highways. 
 
An application to be a County of Culture in 2021 has been submitted, and the slides on 
this will be available shortly.  The proposed university has received £8 million funding 
from the Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and £15 million from the Department for 
Education.  Ward Cllr. Bowen said he believes the funds raised by the smallholdings sale 
should be reinvested in student accommodation.  A decision on this has still to be made. 
 
Ward Cllr. Bowen said he has requested the Amiss Orchard planning application is 
considered by Herefordshire Council’s planning committee. 
 

5. Clerk’s report and reports on meetings attended by parish councillors – The Clerk said an 
application has been submitted to the War Memorials Trust for a grant to support work at 
the War Memorial.  An article has been submitted to Grapevine on the work planned by 
Severn Trent Water at Mortimer Drive.  Work is expected to start later this year.   
 
The Vice Chairman said there was a meeting of the neighbourhood plan steering group, 
which reviewed the examiner’s report on the Orleton and Richards Castle 
Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
 
Cllr. Smith reported on a village hall committee meeting.  Exterior lighting is to be 
upgraded.  A planned fundraising dinner has been postponed to the summer. 
 

6. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – There were no 
matters raised. 

7. Plans  
170555 Stone Cottage, Green Lane, Orleton, SY8 4JE – Construction of stable block 
and alteration to vehicular access.  The meeting agreed to support the planning 
application. 



 
171022 Heather Meade, Orleton, SY8 4HN – Fell six cypress lawson trees of low 
amenity value located on the boundary of the property with Dickens Lane.  Not 
considered – It was noted the Clerk had obtained a time extension for submission of 
comments from Herefordshire Council, nonetheless the decision was made by the 
planning authority prior to the meeting. 
171030 12 Millbrook Way, Orleton, SY8 4HW – Proposed rear extension and 
modifications to existing garage. (Retrospective).  There was no objection to the 
retrospective application.  The parish council was disappointed that the building work 
was undertaken prior to making an application and notes that the property did flood in 
2007.   
Planning appeal APP/W1850/W/17/3169420 re: 163231 Land at Comberton adjacent 
to Orchard Farm, Comberton, Orleton – Proposed 2 bedroom dwelling and garage, 
workshop/implement store. Form new access and close existing.  It was agreed to 
reiterate the comments submitted to Herefordshire Council on 7 November 2017, and 
request that the planning inspector gives due weight to the Orleton and Richards Castle 
Neighbourhood Development Plan which is at the stage of referendum.   
 
The following planning decisions by Herefordshire Council were reported:  170716, 9 
Ashley Walk (works to trees in conservation area allowed); and 171022, Heather Meade 
(works to trees in conservation area allowed).  

8. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£5,994.05; and Money Manager – £20,298.71.  
ii) The following payments were agreed:  Herefordshire Council, 490 bus, final quarter 
2016-17 (£500.00); Orleton Recreation Association, insurance (£1,719.00); Clerk, 
expenses, September 2016-March 2017 (£327.42); Hitrees, lengthsman and footpaths 
(£1,215.60); and A L Sharod, neighbourhood plan website (£71.88).  
 
Ward Cllr. Bowen said the contribution to the 490 bus service made by the parish council 
is appreciated.  The 490 service is being used by more people, and in 2017-18 Ludlow 
Town Council is to contribute £2,000 to support the service. 
 
iii) Lengthsman and P3 footpaths contract – The meeting agreed to sign the Balfour 
Beatty contract for 2017-18.  
iv) Review asset schedule – The asset schedule from the 2016-17 half year accounts 
was reviewed.  It was agreed to add the footpath noticeboard located outside the village 
hall and telephone kiosk to the schedule.  The seats and benches owned by the parish 
council are on Tunnel Lane, Green Lane, Orleton Common and next to the telephone 
kiosk opposite Mortimer Close.  Orleton Relief in Need Charity will be contacted to 
confirm ownership of the land which is rented to generate funds for the charity.  The 
asset register will be reviewed on a monthly basis. 
v) Report on ‘automatic enrolment’ pensions process – The Clerk reported that the 
‘staging date’ provided by the Pensions Regulator is 1 May 2017.  The Clerk will consider 
a letter from the parish council.  
vi) Update standing order re: Clerk’s wages – The standing order was amended to reflect 
the NALC SCP21 rate from April 2017. 
 

9. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – The footpaths officer, Will Sanders, said an 
additional footpath sign is needed and that the field which OL9 and OL36 pass through 
has been topped by the landowner which should open up the footpaths.  A bridge on OL7 
has a rotten board which requires replacing. 
 



 
The Clerk said the landowner has agreed to have a kissing gate on OL12 by Tunnel 
Lane, and that this has been ordered from Balfour Beatty along with the PROW signs 
and post.  Unfortunately, Balfour Beatty did not have the kissing gate in stock and is 
waiting on delivery.  The lengthsman will contact the footpath officer to review the rotten 
board on the bridge on OL7.  Balfour Beatty has been asked to look at the ploughed field 
adjacent to Tunnel Lane on OL31. 
 

10. Neighbourhood Development Plan – The meeting supported the comments of the 
steering group on the modifications to the Orleton and Richards Castle Neighbourhood 
Development Plan recommended in the Examiner’s Report.  It was agreed that the 
neighbourhood development plan should go forward to the referendum stage, and that 
the steering group should prepare an information leaflet and make printed copies 
available to help people to access and understand the neighbourhood development plan. 

11. Proposals to address speeding – The parish council looked at several initiatives to tackle 
speeding in light of the data from the speed indicator device (SID) deployed on the 
B4361 by Portway in February 2017.  The following steps were agreed, and will be 
highlighted in Grapevine along with a summary of the February 2017 speed data report: 
 

 Refer the data from the speed indicator device to West Mercia Police; 

 Request an additional socket from Balfour Beatty to allow for a speed indicator 
device to be deployed on the B4362 at Comberton; 

 Follow up the request to West Mercia Police for a local Community Speed Watch 
scheme, which is when volunteers under police guidance are trained to monitor 
traffic speeds; and 

 Request three ‘village gates’ from Balfour Beatty, which, subject to a site survey 
will be located on the B4362 at Comberton, and on the B4362 either side of 
Orleton.  The ‘village gate’ is a white plastic post or small fence on the verge at the 
side of the road that is intended to signal to drivers they are entering a built up 
area. 

 
12. Consultation on Yarpole Group Neighbourhood Development Plan (Reg. 16 – Noted. 
13. Application to list the Boot Inn as an Asset of Community Value (ACV); Update on Asset 

Of Community Value process and consideration of Letter addressed to Ward Councillor 
Bowen from the Boot – The parish council noted the invitation from the owner of the Boot 
Inn to make an offer to purchase the property.  The application to list the Boot Inn as an 
asset of community value has been acknowledged by Herefordshire Council. 

14. Code of Conduct consultation – Noted. 
15. Parish council projects, 2017-18 – The following projects will be added: village gates; wifi 

at the village hall; large poppies for Remembrance Sunday; and more planting of bulbs in 
the village. 

16. Schedule date for Annual Parish Meeting and review date of the parish council meeting 
scheduled for July 2017 – It was agreed to schedule the Annual Parish Meeting on 
Wednesday 31 May 2017, and to invite the Police & Crime Commissioner Area 
Ambassador to speak at the meeting.  Ward Cllr. Bowen kindly offered to invite the Area 
Ambassador.  The scheduled parish council meeting on 20 July was moved to 13 July 
2017. 

17. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – The Boot Inn and asset register. 
18. Information items – Noted. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

19. Date for next meeting – 7.30pm, Thursday 18 May 2017 (Annual Meeting).  
 
The meeting closed at 9.57pm.  

 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


