
 
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 20 
JULY 2017 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Chairman; Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Eddie 
Clanzy-Hodge; Robin Tibbles; and Paul Smith.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Mr R Batchelor, Orleton Recreation Association; Ward Cllr. Sebastian 
Bowen (Bircher Ward); and Richard Hewitt (Clerk).  There were three members of the public 
present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Paul Gallagher. 
2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllr. Tibbles 

declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in #12 The Boot Inn. 
3. The minutes of the meeting held on 15 June 2017 were agreed and signed as a true 

record. 
4. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said a small number of young 

asylum seekers are being cared for in the county.  In addition, there are about 300 UK 
children in care.  The number of carers has increased by about 15% and they are all 
doing a superb job.  The adoption service at Herefordshire Council is seen as one of the 
best in the county.  A new carers’ charter is being introduced.   
 
There are currently travellers at Eyton Common.  Hopefully, there will be a new travellers 
transit site agreed in the autumn.  The roads may benefit from an additional £8 million 
from government.  The funding expected from the legal case may not be received until 
next Spring.   
 

5. Clerk’s report and reports on meetings attended by parish councillors – The Clerk said 
advice has been received from the traffic management advisor, West Mercia Police 
regarding traffic passing the shop, and it was agreed to consider this at the next meeting.  
Shropshire Housing Group will attend the next meeting on 21 September 2017 to discuss 
options for the open space to the rear of properties at Little Furlongs.  The War 
Memorials Trust has indicated that a grant offer is likely in support of the higher of the 
two quotations submitted.  Work is starting on the sewer improvement work in Millbrook 
Close and Mortimer Drive.  The God’s Acre document held by HSBC under the Safe 
Keeping service has been collected as the service is being closed at the local branch.  
The wall between the memorial ground and #4 Mortimer Drive has been discussed with 
the owner of the adjacent bungalow.  It appears that it is the responsibility of the 
Memorial Garden as it would have been built before the bungalow and the buttresses in 
the wall are on the ‘God’s Acre’ side of the wall.  It was agreed to ask Education Property 
Partnership to look at the wall and advise on any work that may be required. 
 
Cllr. Smith reported on a meeting of the village hall committee, which looked at 
refurbishment projects, including provision of broadband. 
 

6. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – There were no 
matters raised. 

7. Plans  
171834 Waterloo Lodge, Orleton, SY8 4JG – Proposed single storey extensions.  The 
parish council agreed to support the planning application.   
 



 
 
Request from the Recreation Association for the parish council to make a planning 
application for the proposed new pavilion – It was decided to make the application on 
behalf of the Recreation Association.  The plans will be submitted by the agents 
appointed by the Recreation Association. 
 
The following planning decision by Herefordshire Council was reported:  171443, 11 
Mortimer Drive (planning permission).  The planning appeal for 163231 Land adjacent 
Orchard Farm has been dismissed by the inspector. 

8. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£12,645.04; and Money Manager – £20,300.76.  The refund of the hosting fee (£71.88) 
for the neighbourhood development plan website was noted. 
ii) The following payments were agreed: PIP Printing, NDP flyers and booklets (£243.81); 
Clerk, hosting fee for NDP website (£49.99); and Hitrees, lengthsman (£756.00). 
iii) New benches at St George’s Crescent and adjacent to the telephone kiosk – It was 
agreed to purchase the following recycled plastic benches: traditional three seat bench in 
green to replace bench on St Georges’ Crescent (£329.00); Reston three seat bench to 
replace benches at the Liners (green - £239.00) and next to the telephone kiosk in the 
village (black - £209.00).  The benches will be installed by the lengthsman who will 
advise on the appropriate fixings to purchase.    
iv) Planting bulbs on the corner of Kings Road opposite the bank at St George’s Crescent 
– It was agreed to proceed and ask the lengthsman to plant bulbs based on the cost of 
the previous planting on Millbrook Way last year. 
v) Asset schedule – There was no update. 

9. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – The lengthsman has strimmed the junctions 
around the village and along Deakins Lane.  Weeds on the edge of pavements and the 
roads have been sprayed.  God’s Acre has been strimmed and raked.  The extensive 
verge opposite St George’s Crescent has been strimmed, and the areas around the  
benches have also been strimmed.  The kissing gate to replace the stile by Tunnel Lane 
on OL12 has been collected by the lengthsman ready for installation. 

10. Neighbourhood Development Plan – The meeting noted the referendum saw 77 percent 
support for the adoption of the neighbourhood development plan.  Herefordshire Council 
will now formally adopt the document.  It was agreed to thank the steering group 
members for their time and work in realising the neighbourhood development plan, and 
to write to the Steering Group Chairman in this regard, and to advise that the steering 
group is to be stood down as it has achieved its objective. 

11. Request to extend parking area at St George’s Crescent by digging out the bank – The 
parish council decided not to support the initiative to dig out the bank to enable cars to 
park on the bank at St George’s Crescent due to lack of turning space and the nearby 
sharp corner on Kings Road.  Instead, the meeting felt the parking area to the rear of the 
bungalows could be improved to support parking for residents.  The housing association, 
Stonewater, will be approached in this regard.   
 
In response to the enquiry from Herefordshire Council about request to introduce a 
disabled persons’ space on the existing parking by the corner on Kings Road, and after 
considering local need, it was agreed to support the introduction of two spaces for blue 
badge holders. 

12. Community bid, The Boot Inn – The closure of the pub was noted.  The working group 
met on 19 July 2017, and reported that there are three main outcomes to consider:  the 
pub is purchased privately and is then re-opened; the pub is purchased by a local 
community group; and/ or the parish council funds or part funds the purchase.  
 



 
Ward Cllr. Bowen said he has been informed that there has been an offer made to 
purchase the pub as a going concern.  In light of this, it was agreed to support the private 
purchase of the pub, and review the matter at the September meeting. 
 

13. Village pump refurbishment – The Clerk reported that a new arm has been made for the 
pump, and this is due to be fitted shortly along with a new top.  The delay in completing 
the arm was caused by repeated attempts to add a new section to the existing, broken 
arm, which all proved unsuccessful.  The cost of the additional work will be borne by the 
contractor. 

14. Herefordshire Council’s Budget Priorities consultation – Postponed to the next meeting. 
15. Rural Areas Site Allocations Development Plan Document – Issues and Options 

Consultation – Noted. 
16. Parish council projects, 2017-18 – There were no updates. 
17. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – budget priorities consultation, the Boot 

Inn, installation of benches. 
18. Information items – Noted. 

 
[The meeting was closed to members of the public in order to consider local connection 
forms provided by Shropshire Housing for a vacant property at Little Furlongs.] 
 

19. Local connection, Little Furlongs – Four local connection forms were reviewed, and it 
was decided to confirm two of the local connection forms presented. 

20. Date for next meeting – 7.30pm, Thursday 21 September 2017.  
 
The meeting closed at 9.50pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


