
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
AT 7.00 PM ON THURSDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2014 
 
PRESENT  Colin Mitchell – Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Richard Jack; Brian Powell; and 
James Morgan. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Mr Simon Snape, recreation ground/ village hall; and Richard Hewitt, 
Clerk. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Di Harris. 
2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllr. Morgan 

declared a disclosable interest in item 6 resurfacing of village hall car park.  
3. The parish council AGREED the minutes of the meeting held on 16 October 2014. 
4. Resignation of Jim Watt, Vice Chairman – The meeting noted the resignation of Jim 

Watt from both the parish council and neighbourhood plan steering group.  
5. Election of vice chairman and parish council representation on neighbourhood plan 

steering group – It was agreed to postpone the election of a new vice chairman until 
the next meeting.  The Chairman kindly agreed to join the neighbourhood plan 
steering group as the parish council representative. 

6. Orleton Recreation Ground / Village Hall – Mr Snape said the village hall has joined 
ACRE.  The village hall is incorporated formally as a charity and the recreation 
association is unregistered with the Charity Commission as it has less than £5,000 
income per year.  It is unwieldy to have named holding trustees as at present for the 
village hall so it is proposed to ask either the parish council or official Custodian of 
Charities to be the holding trustee.  The deeds to the village hall have been found 
and the land is in the process of being registered.  The parish council is the 
custodian trustee for the recreation ground and it is not proposed to change the 
current arrangements whereby the recreation ground is managed by the association 
with support from the parish council.  Mr Snape said the process of registering the 
land for the village hall and recreation ground is nearly completed.  The parish 
council thanked Mr Snape for his work on this matter and noted that once 
completed the parish council is able to apply for a public works loan for the 
resurfacing of the car park. 

7. Receive report on Herefordshire Council – There was no report from District Cllr. 
Bowen. 

8. Clerks Report – A letter from the winner of the Wigmore School form award 
sponsored by the parish council was read out; sandbags have been requested from 
Balfour Beatty and will be held at The Farm, Orleton; a notice has been submitted 
to Grapevine asking for volunteers to support the Community Speed Watch 
initiative; the noticeboard has been ordered and will be sited by the bus shelter on 
Millbrook Way (towards Tunnel Lane); the overflowing bin at Rosebank has been 
reported and cleared by Herefordshire Council; the recreation ground is amenable 
to the re-siting of the bench but would like to agree the new location jointly with the 
parish council; and the company proposed to undertake the renovation of the bench 
has shown no interest in quoting for the work. 
 
The parish council asked that a local tradesmen in the village is approached to 
quote for the renovation of the bench; and to request the bin at Rosebank is 
emptied more regularly or a larger bin or bins provided by Herefordshire Council. 
 

9. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – There 
were no matters raised by members of the public. 

 
  



 
10. Plans 

P143144/FH and P143168/L Deakins Cottage, Orleton, SY8 4HN – Extend 
underground garage to from utility/ store area.  Demolish existing timber garage.  
The parish council commented that the proposal to pave the roof of the proposed 
utility/ store appears to have been extended to the garage itself, which is contrary to 
the design statement for the planning application approved earlier in 2014 
(140824/L and 140691), which stated: “The roof to the garage will be a lawn with 
some paving.”  

 
Drawing 1403/5 seems to shows a rail around the roof of the garage which was not 
seen in the previous application and is opposed strongly by the parish council.  The 
parish council wants to see the apparent ‘roof patio’ excluded specifically on the 
grounds of privacy and amenity both for neighbouring properties, and Dickens Lane 
which runs alongside the garage; and for the garage and utility to be covered with a 
lawn and if possible no paving.  
 
The meeting noted the removal of a length of hedge at Chapel Terrace, which lies 
within the conservation area.  The Clerk was asked to contact the owners to 
suggest they contact Herefordshire Council and if required make a retrospective 
application for the work 
 

11. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: 
Treasurer – £7,022.54; and Money Manager – £30,833.85. 
ii) The following payments were agreed: HITREES, lengthsman (£144.30) and J 
Alderman, neighbourhood plan expenses (£61.35). 
iii) The meeting reviewed the proposed budget for 2015-16, and agreed to consider 
the precept for 2015-16 at an extraordinary meeting on 4 December 2014.  
iv) It was agreed to revise the signatories on the parish council accounts to include 
all current councillors.  The arrangement whereby three signatories are required to 
authorise a payment will remain unchanged. 
v) The parish council agreed to undertake a lengthsman tender in preparation for 
the new financial year.  The lengthsman tender will be advertised on local 
noticeboards, in the Hereford Times and Grapevine.   

12. Hydro Logic report – The parish council noted Severn Trent anticipates the 
hydraulic modelling study will be completed by the end of March 2015.  Separate to 
this, flow monitors will be installed in early December 2014 to provide early warning 
of a problem in the sewer. 
 
In light of this, the parish council agreed to postpone the Hydro Logic report until the 
completion of the hydraulic modelling study by Severn Trent.  It was agreed to 
provide an additional £300.00 to the budget for the Hydro Logic report to include the 
review of the sewage system at Orleton, and noted that some costs may be shared 
with another Hydro Logic client at Orleton, which will help to keep overall expenses 
to a minimum.  
 

13. 492 bus service – The parish council considered a letter from a member of the 
public asking for the reinstatement of an improved service between Orleton and 
Ludlow.  The meeting looked at an option to work with Community Wheels as well 
as a quotation from Lugg Valley to run a scheduled daytime service three days per 
week.  The Ludlow Traveller has been approached as well but unfortunately have 
no capacity at present on the service provided between Tenbury and Ludlow, 
though this may change in the future as they are looking to purchase a larger bus.  



The meeting agreed to provide a budget to support transport between the village 
and Ludlow in the precept for 2015-16, and to scope the likely demand through 
Grapevine.  
 

14. Public access defibrillator – The Clerk reported the British Heart Foundation grant 
application requires a sponsor who needs a medical background, and an agreed 
location.  The grant provides a defibrillator for £400.00 and will require a dedicated 
cabinet at an estimated cost of £500.00.  The meeting agreed to locate the 
defibrillator at the medical surgery, with the shop as a back up location, and to place 
an article in Grapevine to see who might like to volunteer to be the sponsor.  

15. A49 Salwey Junction – Cllr. Harrison reported on the meeting held with the 
Highways Agency.  The outcome of the meeting is that the Highways Agency will 
undertake work in 2015 to make the junction clearer, introduce a 50mph speed limit, 
widen the road and remove the lay-by.   

16. Lengthsman and footpaths – The Clerk reported the lengthsman has undertaken 
work at the war memorial and strimmed the bank on Millbrook Way.  The footpath 
officer has identified a stile which needs replacing on OL19 which crosses the fields 
to Comberton from the woods at the recreation ground.  The local landowner will be 
approached to confirm whether it can be replaced by a kissing gate or removed 
altogether.  A bridge next to the stile will be repaired and the handrail improved.  A 
missing fingerpost near where OL1 and OL19 meet will be replaced as it has gone 
missing. 
 
The parish council asked for an update from Balfour Beatty on the defect on the 
footpath by the Old Bakery where roots from the boundary hedge are lifting the 
pavement and making it difficult for local wheelchair using residents to access.  The 
meeting is concerned that this is addressed quickly. 

17. BT Consultation on Public Payphone removals – The meeting noted the local kiosk 
is still in operation.  There is an option to acquire the kiosk for £1.00.  Cllrs. Powell 
and Morgan said they will look at the kiosk and report back on its condition at the 
next meeting. 

18. Neighbourhood plan – The Clerk reported the questionnaire is still being drafted by 
the steering group.  The meeting noted the unspent portion of the neighbourhood 
plan grant will be returned to the Community Development Foundation in January 
2015. 

19. Letter re: mobile phones and broadband in Orleton – The meeting noted that 
superfast broadband should be available by March 2016, but the provision for 
Orleton under this programme has yet to be confirmed.  An alternative may be to 
install broadband via a local receiver on the church but this is a matter for the PCC.  
The Clerk was asked to make these points in the reply from the parish council. 

20. Letter from PCC re: Church Yard Cottage – the parish council agreed to ask the 
conservation officer at Herefordshire Council to check the building, which is 
believed to be Grade II listed, is safe; and to look at the boundary wall and hedge 
as well as to make sure graves in the churchyard are not put at risk.  With regard to 
the reported rabbits, the parish council previously has looked into what might be 
done to tackle the rise in the rabbit population at the recreation ground with the 
outcome that it is considered to be a private matter and not one that the parish 
council has powers to address.  The Clerk was asked to make these points in the 
reply from the parish council. 

21. Parish Council  website – The meeting agreed to review the website at the next 
meeting.  

22. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – None. 
  



 
23. Information items – Noted. 
24. Date for next meeting – 4 December 2014 (extraordinary) and Thursday, 15 

January 2015. 
 

[The meeting was closed to the public in order to verify local connections for two of 
the part purchase properties at Kitchen Hill] 
 

25. Shared Housing at Kitchen Hill – The meeting agreed to set up a working group of 
three councillors to verify future local connections for Little Furlongs, Kitchen Hill: 
Cllrs. Harrison, Powell and the Chairman.  The parish council reviewed two local 
connection forms and agreed the local connection for the Kirkus’.  The meeting was 
undecided about the second local connection. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.40 pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


