
 
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.00PM ON THURSDAY 20 
OCTOBER 2016 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Chairman; Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; and Paul 
Smith.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Ward Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); Will Sanders, Footpath Officer; 
and Richard Hewitt (Clerk).  There were three members of the public present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Eddie Clanzy-Hodge.  
2. Co-opt two new members – Deferred to the next full meeting. 
3. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllrs. Gandy and 

Smith declared a non-disclosable interest in item 9.iii) the Good Neighbour Scheme.  
4. The minutes of the meetings held on 15 September and 6 October 2016 were agreed 

and signed as a true record. 
5. Report on Herefordshire Council –  Ward Cllr. Bowen said £9.5 million has been awarded 

to Herefordshire Council following a legal ruling against Amey.  Amey may appeal.  
Hopefully this will be spent on the road network once it has been received by 
Herefordshire Council.  Work on the link road in Hereford has started and is likely to be 
completed within one year.  The NHS Transformation Plan is underway.  Services need 
to stay at the hospital and not get hived off.  Twenty percent of people using the hospital 
come from Wales.  There need to be better links between the County Hospital and social 
care services.  There will be a consultation on local NHS services.  Herefordshire Council 
may join the West Midlands Combined Authority: full membership is £500,000, however 
becoming a non-constituent member is £25,000.  Membership should help access new 
sources of funding.  Ward Cllr. Bowen said he is a member of the Police and Crime 
Panel which is the scrutiny body for the Police and Crime Commissioner.  Sludge under 
the bridge on Millbrook Way is due to be cleared shortly. 

6. Clerks Report and reports on meetings attended by parish councillors – Fifteen sandbags 
will be delivered shortly by the locality steward.  The empty sandbags will be filled with 
existing full sandbags which have deteriorated.  A meeting has been held with a local 
builder to obtain a quotation for the war memorial.  The quotation is expected in the next 
few weeks.  Planning services has acknowledged the query regarding 160431/N Land 
forming part of Overton Farm. 
 
Cllr. Smith reported on a meeting of the village hall management committee, which is 
considering an application to the Lottery Fund.  Ward Cllr. Bowen suggested the village 
hall committee consider approaching Welcome to Our Future to help fund projects as 
well.   

7. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – There were no 
matters raised.  

8. Plans 
163231 Land at Comberton adjacent to Orchard Farm, Comberton – Proposed 2 
bedroom dwelling and garage, workshop/ implement store.  Form new access and close 
existing.   
 
Three members of the public spoke against the planning application. 
 



 
The parish council agreed to object to the planning application on the grounds that: the 
site lies outside the settlement boundary defined in the draft neighbourhood development 
plan which is at the stage of Regulation 16 consultation, and is not an exception site; the 
neighbourhood development plan has exceeded the Core Strategy guideline for the 
number of dwellings; the proposed site is productive agricultural land, and includes an 
orchard; the proposed highway access joins the B4362 at a point where visibility of 
oncoming high-speed traffic is limited to 70-80 metres, and local residents report a 
number of near misses. 
 
In addition, the parish council understands that there has been a history of planning 
applications for access to the site, which have been refused consistently by the planning 
authority, and asks the planning authority to note that the planning application asserts 
that visibility is up to 100 metres on accessing the B4362 and that the land is not in 
current use. 
 
The following planning decision by Herefordshire Council was noted:  planning 
permission for 162516 Land to the north of B4362, Wooferton. 

9. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£13,660.69; and Money Manager – £20,294.67.  The payment of the second half of the 
precept from Herefordshire Council (£12,500.00) was noted. 
ii) The following payments were agreed: Wigmore School, sponsor Tutor Group Award 
(£30.00); and Hitrees, lengthsman (£375.00). 
iii) Consideration of a grant for the Good Neighbour Scheme was postponed to the next 
meeting. 
iv) A quotation from a local supplier to empty dog bins on Millbrook Way and St George’s 
Crescent was agreed for a two month trial period.  The bins will be emptied every two 
weeks at a cost of £38.00 per visit. 
v) A parish council meeting will be held on 27 October 2016 to review the accounts and 
agree a draft precept for 2017-18. 

10. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – Mr Will Sanders, footpaths officer provided a 
report.  The parish council supported the footpath officer’s proposal to open up the 
footpaths towards the railway line and agreed to contact Brimfield and Little Hereford 
Parish Council to propose the footpaths are cleared from the other direction as well. 
 
The parish council has asked the landowner to replace the stile at the top of the bank on 
to Tunnel Lane with a kissing gate.  Landowners will be approached to request their 
hedges are cut back where they encroach on to footpaths and pavements, such as 
between Little Overton and The Grange, and on the corner outside Chapel Cottage.   
 
The Chairman thanked the footpath officer on behalf of the parish council for his report 
and work on the footpaths. 
 
The lengthsman has cleared moss on the pavement at Mortimer Drive.  It was agreed to 
ask the lengthsman to remove moss from pavements throughout the village and to do 
this as part of the regular maintenance programme.  The lengthsman has strimmed 
Deakins Lane, Millbrook Way and hedge near the War Memorial.  After noting that the 
adjoining property owner has said they do not own the verge, the parish council agreed 
to remove the rest of the shrub on the corner leading to the church, plant bulbs, and 
return the verge to grass.  The landowners either side of Oak Tree Lane will be asked to 
ensure their trees do not encroach on the highway.   



 
The parish council agreed to hire one SID for the existing location, and a quotation for 
the cost of a new SID socket at Comberton. 

11. Best practice for domestic bonfires – The parish council agreed to ask local people to 
take account of neighbours when lighting bonfires, and if possible to consider using the 
recycling centre at Leominster.  In early 2017, an article will be placed in Grapevine to 
communicate this to the community. 

12. Neighbourhood development plan – The steering group met on 17 October 2016 to 
review the Regulation 16 submission documents for consistency, typos and grammatical 
errors in line with the process agreed by the parish councils on 1 September 2016.  The 
Consultation Statement has been updated to reflect the process followed.  The 
neighbourhood development plan will be submitted for Regulation 16 consultation 
shortly.  The purchase of a £30.00 licence so that the NDP website can include drop 
down menus was approved. 

13. Consultation on new Parliamentary Constituency Boundaries – The parish council 
agreed to support the proposed boundaries. 

14. Consider BT consultation on proposed removal of under used payphones – The parish 
council agreed that telephone kiosks should not be removed where there is no mobile 
signal available. 

15. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – Fundraising through roadside self-
service tabletop sale; and quotation for new sign at God’s Acre 

16. Information items – Noted. 
17. Date for next meeting – Thursday 27 October 2016.  

 
The meeting closed at 9.26pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


