
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 21 
APRIL 2016 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT Richard Jack – Chairman; Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; and Paul 
Smith. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  David Small, Chairman, Orleton and Richards Castle Neighbourhood 
Development Plan Steering Group; Ward Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); and Richard 
Hewitt (Clerk). There were 4 members of the public present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Eddie Clanzy-Hodge.  Jimmy Morgan’s letter of resignation was 
noted.  The parish council thanked Mr Morgan for his past service and wished him all the 
best for the future. 

2. To co-opt a new member to the parish council – Postponed to the next meeting. 
3. Declaration of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – None. 
4. The minutes of the meetings held on 17 and 31 March 2016 were agreed and signed as 

a true record. 
5. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said the 490 bus service to Ludlow 

will continue for the next year thanks to the financial support of parish councils like 
Orleton.  The Local Enterprise Partnership, or LEP, is currently the main source of 
additional funding for Herefordshire.  An extra £670,000 has been allocated to pothole 
repairs.  The bin at Rosebank has been cleared, and the overflowing bin by the bus stop 
Millbrook Way will be reported to Balfour Beatty.  Orleton is not in Balfour Beatty’s 
resurfacing programme for May 2016.  A new manager has been appointed to the 
Kingsland depot.  Ward Cllr. Bowen has urged Balfour Beatty to improve the quality of 
pothole repairs and to consider replacing strips of road where there are multiple potholes.  
While initially more costly, the repairs will be longer lasting and therefore more cost-
effective overall.  In addition, the Ward Cllr. has proposed using reserves to improve the 
highways, again to save costs in the long run.  Planning application P152204/O Land 
opposite Orleton School will be considered by planning committee at Herefordshire 
Council on 26 April 2016. 

6. Clerks Report and Member Reports – Cllrs. are invited to attend the launch of ‘On the 
Trail of the Mortimers’ in May 2016.  Herefordshire Council has written to thank the parish 
council for supporting the 490 bus service.  A member of the public has obtained a 
sample of the brook to provide to the Environment Agency.  There has been an objection 
to a Community Asset application made by the parish council.  

7. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – A member of 
the public said they would not be able to continue emptying the dog bins at Millbrook 
Way and St George’s Crescent.  The parish council thanked them for volunteering to do 
this in the past, and the Chairman said the matter will be looked at later in the meeting.  A 
member of the public said they felt some concern at the proposed resurfacing of the 
village hall car park, and asked that the parish council ensure the work is carried out 
properly.  

8. Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan – David Small, Chairman of the steering group 
provided an overview of the Regulation 14 public consultation process.  The parish 
council thanked Mr Small and the steering group for their work.  It was agreed 
unanimously that the Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan should go to public 
consultation, starting on 7 May 2016, and noted that funding will be required to produce 
the flyer, response form and a limited number of printed copies of the draft plan.  The 
date for the Annual Parish Meeting will be Thursday 12 May 2016. 

9. Plans –  
161092 Orchard View, Church Lane, Orleton, SY8 4HU – Fell Spruce tree. The parish 
council has no objection to the proposed works. While it is unlikely that any birds will find 
a nest site in the tree, to be on the safe side the parish council proposes the work is done 
in October.  



 
161130 Poulters Cottage, Comberton, Orleton, SY8 4HE – Proposed single storey 
conservatory to be erected in the confines of the L shape of existing dwelling. The 
maximum height of the enlarged part of the dwellinghouse is 3.3 metres and the height of 
the eaves of the enlarged part of the dwellinghouse is 2.3 metres.  The meeting noted 
that Herefordshire Council has given notice that permission is NOT REQUIRED. 
160917 Ashley Moor Hall, Ashley Moor, SY8 4JJ – Agricultural storage and stock 
building.  The parish council is concerned that the proposed location of the building is on 
a relatively steep slope, and is therefore likely to be intrusive from one or more 
perspectives. There is insufficient information in the application to determine the visibility 
and impact on the surrounding area. 
160897 The White House, Orleton, SY8 4JG – Demolition of existing stabling and store 
and the construction of a new garage/workshop, stables and manege. The meeting 
agreed to support the planning application.   
 
The parish council agreed to attend the planning committee meeting on 26 April 2016 
which will consider P152204/O Land opposite Orleton School. The Chairman will 
represent the parish council. 
 
The Clerk said the tree officer at Herefordshire Council is looking into the clearance work 
at the wood adjacent to the recreation ground.  Ward Cllr. Bowen advised that planning 
enforcement is taking action re: land adjacent to the Old Chapel at Waterloo and mobile 
home at Comberton. 
 

10. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£7,143.69; and Money Manager – £24,286.84. 
ii) The following payments were agreed:  M Williams, Tree Warden Network membership 
(£25.00); and B Gandy, refreshments for Good Neighbour scheme meeting, 14 April 
2016 (£7.66).   
iii) The meeting agreed that the Chairman sign the contract with Balfour Beatty for the 
provision of lengthsman and footpath services.  It was agreed to re-appoint Hitrees and  
R Mills as lengthsman contractors to the parish council.  The Chairman signed the 
contracts for Hitrees and R Mills on behalf of the parish council. 
iv) An article in Grapevine has advised the community of the reasons for the increase in 
the precept and recent financial decisions in regard to the resurfacing of the village hall 
car park and support for the bus service.  Once published by Grapevine, the article will 
be posted on the village website. 

11. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – There will be a tour of the parish with R Mills 
and Balfour Beatty’s locality steward to identify defects for repair.  The meeting asked 
that Church Lane, Tunnel Lane and Hunger Lane are included in the tour. The parish 
council agreed a budget of up to £250.00 for planting of the banks on Millbrook Way and 
Kings Road.  The Chairman kindly agreed to ask the gardening club for their support. 

12. Resurfacing of the village hall car park and surfacing of adjacent recreation ground 
overflow car park – The Clerk reported that an application for the parish council to borrow 
£20,000.00 has been made, and is awaiting a decision by the Department for 
Communities and Local Government.  A quotation from Mr C Birks for management of 
the work undertaken by the contractor was reviewed and agreed.  The agreed fee for 
management of the contract will be £1,200.00. 

13. Proposed pavement at Little Furlongs – postponed to the next meeting. 
14. Good Neighbour Scheme – The Vice Chairman reported that there are 10 volunteers and 

the documentation to establish a scheme for the village is in place.  A flyer may be 
required to publicise the help that will be available to local people.  The parish council 
thanked the Vice Chairman. 
 



15. Consider consultation on proposed rates for Herefordshire Council ’s Community 
Infrastructure Levy – The parish council agreed that the general residential rate should 
apply to single dwellings.  

16. Emptying of dog bins at Millbrook Way and St George’s Crescent – The meeting thanked 
the current volunteers for emptying the bins and noted the report that large bags of 
collected dog faeces are being dumped in the bins.  It was agreed to approach a member 
of the public believed to have volunteered to help empty the dog bins at the recreation 
ground. 

17. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – Drones, new grant to support 
community projects. 

18. Information items – Noted. 
19. Date for Annual Meeting – Thursday 19 May 2016. 

The meeting closed at 9.30pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


