
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.00PM ON THURSDAY 21 
JULY 2016 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Eddie Clanzy-Hodge; and Paul Smith.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Ward Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); and Richard Hewitt (Clerk).  No 
members of the public were present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Barry Gandy. 
2. Co-opt two new members – Postponed to next meeting at which point the process will be 

reviewed. 
3. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – None.  
4. The minutes of the meeting held on 16 June 2016 were agreed and signed as a true 

record. 
5. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said Balfour Beatty still needs to 

clear under the bridge on Millbrook Way.  The roads have been patched in a number of 
places.  An additional gypsy and traveller transit site is requested.  The 2017-18 budget 
is out for consultation.  School SATs highlighted Herefordshire schools as average, 
however local schools achieved outstanding results.  The new shared Police and Fire 
Brigade HQ will be built and will provide better access via the new link road.  An 
application has been made for £30 million to help get the new private university started in 
Hereford.  An impressive celebration of Her Majesty the Queen’s 90 birthday was held at 
Hereford Cathedral.  

6. Clerks Report – Two contractors have been invited to quote for the work to renovate the 
war memorial.  Each contractor is confident they can undertake both the building and 
conservation work.  A quotation for renovation of the village water pump has been 
received from R. Mills, the enhanced lengthsman.  The quotation for £275.00 was 
accepted on the basis that £750.00 is already earmarked for the work. 

7. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – There were no 
members of the public present. 

8. Plans 
161235 Herb House, Hallets Well, Orleton, SY8 4HH – Proposed erection of 
workshop/outbuilding.  The planning application was supported. 
161666 Ennistymon, Millbrook Way, Orleton, SY8 4HW – Proposed erection of a 
detached timber garden room.  The planning application was supported. 

The meeting noted Herefordshire Council has granted planning permission for 160431 
Overton Farm. 

9. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£38,888.31; and Money Manager – £24,291.12.   
ii) The following payments were agreed: Mr J Smith (Tarmacadam Driveways), 
resurfacing work at the village hall and recreation ground (£35,238.00); Education 
Property Partnership, oversee resurfacing work at the village hall and recreation ground 
(£1,440.00); Orleton Recreation Association, annual insurance policy (£1,711.30); 
Richards Castle Village Hall, neighbourhood plan meetings (£16.00); Hitrees, 
lengthsman (£1,035.60); R Mills, enhanced lengthsman (£406.20); Hitrees, strimming 
‘God’s Acre’ (£108.00); and ICO, data protection registration (£35.00). 
iii) The transfer of £4,000 to the Treasurer account was agreed. 
 

10. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – The enhanced lengthsman has repaired minor 
potholes within the village following a review of Kitchen Hill Road, Kings Road, Church 
Lane, Hallett’s Well, Millbrook Way, Mortimer Close, Mortimer Drive, St Georges 
Crescent and Overton Road.   



 
The lengthsman has undertaken extensive strimming in the village, including Deakins 
lane, around the telephone box and by the new traffic ‘gateway’ on Kitchen Hill Road.  
Weeds in the gutters and on pavements in the village have been sprayed.  Road 
junctions have been strimmed and road signs cut round for visibility. 
 
The meeting agreed to ask the lengthsman to cut the overgrown shrub along Kitchen Hill 
Road to aid visibility.  The Clerk was asked to write to neighbouring properties in this 
regard.  The parish council agreed to write to the landowner of woodland opposite 
Orleton Manor to request that growth is cut back where it is encroaching on to the road. 
 
The meeting agreed to request a quotation from Hitrees to plant native English daffodils 
(lent lily), snowdrops and mixed crocuses on the upper part of the bank along Millbrook 
Way. 

11. Request to comment on village hall priorities – In response to a request from the village 
hall to comment on their priorities, the parish council agreed that refurbishment of the 
toilets should be the #1 priority.  In addition, the meeting suggested the village hall 
committee might consider applying for a grant from Welcome to Our Future to improve 
the acoustics in the main hall.  Cllr. Harrison kindly offered to help make new curtains. 

12.  ‘Derelict’ barns to the east of the village – The meeting considered a letter from a 
member of the public which raised concern at the condition of several barns by St 
Georges Crescent.  Ward Cllr. Bowen kindly agreed to raise the condition of the barns 
with the conservation officer at Herefordshire Council. 

13. Proposed pavement and road safety at Little Furlongs – The parish council is concerned 
that the swings erected recently at the entrance to Little Furlongs, Orleton, may pose an 
unacceptable road safety risk to the children using them due to the proximity of Kitchen 
Hill Road.  It was agreed to bring this concern to the attention of South Shropshire 
Housing Association.  An update on the proposed pavement is expected shortly. 

14. Neighbourhood development plan – A meeting of the steering group on 22 June 2016 
reviewed the representations made under the Regulation 14 public consultation on the 
draft neighbourhood development plan, and agreed to make an application for £1,734 
grant funding to support the next stage.  The grant application has been successful and 
has enabled Data Orchard to develop a schedule of representations and draft list of 
alterations which will be reviewed by the steering group shortly.  The meeting agreed to 
hold a joint meeting with Richards Castle Parish Council at 7pm on 1 September 2016 to 
consider the schedule of representations, proposed list of alterations and amended 
neighbourhood development plan. 

15. Consider nomination to HALC Executive Committee – There was no nomination made.  
Participation in Northern Area Meetings (NAM) will be reviewed once the parish council is 
at full strength. 

16. Dog bins at Millbrook Way and St George’s Crescent – A volunteer to empty the dog bins 
has yet to come forward.  To review at the next meeting. 

17. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – None. 
18. Information items – Noted. 
19. Date for next meeting – Thursday 15 September 2016.  

 
The meeting closed at 9.28pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


