
 
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 21 
SEPTEMBER 2017 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Chairman; Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Paul 
Gallagher; Robin Tibbles; and Paul Smith.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Mr A Burge, Shropshire Housing Association; Ward Cllr. Sebastian Bowen 
(Bircher Ward); and Richard Hewitt (Clerk).  There were two members of the public present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Eddie Clanzy-Hodge. 
2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllr. Tibbles 

declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in #13 The Boot Inn. 
3. The minutes of the meetings held on 20 July and 29 August 2017 were agreed and 

signed as a true record. 
4. Maintenance of unused grass area behind Little Furlongs – Mr A Burge, Shropshire 

Housing Association provided an overview of options considered for the area.  It was 
agreed that South Shropshire Housing will consult further with the residents in order to 
identify a solution which best resolves the complaints made regarding the meadow/rough 
cut areas at Little Furlongs. 

5. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said there have been concerns 
raised about the cost overrun on the Blueschool House renovation.  There is to be an 
audit and peer review of the processes followed.   
 
A £5 million grant has been received to improve the three ‘A’ roads to Hereford.  A further 
£10 million is expected in the New Year as a result of the recent legal decision which 
found in favour of Herefordshire Council.  The £10 million should be used to improve the 
smaller roads, some of which are in a deplorable state.  A number of potholes have been 
repaired in the parish in the past fortnight.  Balfour Beatty’s performance is to be 
reviewed in November 2017. 

6. Clerk’s report and reports on meetings attended by parish councillors – The Clerk said 
Aon will no longer be providing parish council insurance and has made an introduction to 
a broker.  The current policy remains valid until the renewal date in 2018.  The former 
chairman of the neighbourhood plan steering group has proposed marking the successful 
conclusion of the process with an informal ‘get together’ with people who have been 
involved in helping with the plan, and suggested holding this after a parish council 
meeting.  The meeting suggested the informal event should follow the next meeting on 
19 October 2017, and that it is self-funding. 

7. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – There were no 
matters raised. 

8. Plans  
173177, 2 Ashley Walk, Orleton, SY8 4HD – Removal of one Cypress tree and 
reduction of one Cypress tree.  The proposed tree work was supported. 
173262 Lower House, Church House Farm, Orleton, SY8 4HN – Works to Copper 
Beech tree.  There was no objection to the proposed tree work. 
173265, 2 Mortimer Drive, Orleton, SY8 4JW – Proposed removal of approx.. 2m high 
hedge and replace with picket fence.  The proposed hedge removal was supported 
172860 The Damson, Millbrook Way, Orleton, SY8 4HW – Proposed garden 
shed/summer house.  There was no objection to the planning application.  
173725 Pavilion at the Recreation Ground, Orleton Villlage Hall, Millbrook Way, 
Orleton, SY8 4HW – Proposed replacement sports pavilion.  The parish council agreed 
not to comment on the planning application. 
 



 
The following planning decisions by Herefordshire Council were noted:  171875 Overton 
Farm (planning permission) and 173222 Manor Ground Farm (prior approval refused). 
 
The meeting agreed to ask the planners to confirm whether a large shed which has just 
been constructed by Tunnel Lane requires planning permission, and to notify 
environmental health of reports of undue noise from the electricity generating equipment 
on land forming part of Overton Farm (160431).   
 

9. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£10,557.99; and Money Manager – £20,300.76.  The £35.00 direct debit for payment of 
the data protection registration fee for 2017-18 was noted. 
ii) The following payments were agreed: The Royal British Legion, lamp post poppies 
(£90.00); Marmax, purchase of three benches (£990.00); R Mills, works to village pump 
(£330.00); Orleton Village Hall, donation re: broadband service (£217.62); Hitrees, 
lengthsman (£909.60); and Hitrees, footpaths (£206.40). 
iii) Renovation of the war memorial – The War Memorials Trust has offered a grant of 
£3,640.00 to fund 75 percent of the cost of restoring the war memorial.  The grant is 
dependent on the project being undertaken by a specific contractor, and has to be 
completed by August 2018.  The meeting agreed to provide funding of £1,210.00 so that 
the restoration may proceed, and asked the Clerk to submit a note to Grapevine about 
the restoration work. 
iv) Report on Memorial Garden wall – The structural report commissioned by the parish 
council has highlighted a number of essential repairs to carry out on the boundary wall.  It 
was agreed to ask for quotations to carry out the repairs identified in the report, and also 
for the rebuilding of the wall. 
v) Asset schedule – The meeting agreed to register the Memorial Garden land and 
agreed a budget of £500.00 to do this.  With regard to the Orleton Relief in Need Charity, 
the Clerk reported that the parish council minute books go back to 1977, so it is not 
possible to see what was recorded in 1975 when the charity was formed.  The minutes of 
12 January 2012 state: “The Trustees said the land is known as Charity land and not 
Parish Land”.  The Clerk was asked to consult HALC on the matter. 

10. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths – The lengthsman has done extensive strimming 
over the summer months.  The land opposite St George’s Crescent has been planted 
with bulbs similar to the bank at Millbrook Way.  The quotation for installation of the new 
benches has been requested.  The work on the rotten footbridge towards Woofferton 
identified by the footpaths officer has been completed.  

11. Triangular warning sign advising of pedestrians – The meeting noted the advice from the 
traffic management advisor, West Mercia Police, and agreed to request a triangular 
warning sign from Balfour Beatty. 

12. Proposed locations for SID socket at Comberton and village gates – Based on the advice 
provided by Balfour Beatty following a site visit, the parish council decided to request a 
SID socket on the B4362 by Comberton Farm, and costings for village gates on the 
B4361 and B4362.  The gates on the B4361 are proposed to be by the 40mph terminal 
signs at either end of the village, and the gates on the B4362 also are proposed to be 
located by the terminal signs. 

13. Community bid, The Boot Inn – The parish council remains hopeful that the pub will be 
sold privately and continue to operate as a public house.  Cllr. Gallagher’s proposal to 
attend a seminar on how parish councils can run pubs on 15 October 2017 was 
supported. 



 
 

14. Herefordshire Council’s Budget Priorities consultation – Noted. 
15. Rights of Way Improvement Plan consultation – Postponed to the next meeting. 
16. Minerals and Waste Local Plan (MWLP) consultation – Noted. 
17. Parish council projects, 2017-18 – There were no matters raised. 
18. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – None. 
19. Information items – Noted. 
20. Date for next meeting – 7.30pm, Thursday 19 October 2017.  

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.55pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


