
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 28 
JANUARY 2016 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Chairman; Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Eddie 
Clanzy-Hodge; and Paul Smith. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Ward Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); and Richard Hewitt (Clerk). 
There were no members of the public present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Jimmy Morgan. 
2. Declaration of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – None. 
3. The minutes of the meeting held on 19 November 2015 and extraordinary meetings held 

on 10 December 2015 and 7 January 2016 were agreed and signed as a true record. 
4. Clerks Report – The village hall has been asked to review their specification for the 

resurfacing of the car park so that it includes all their requirements.  Once provided, the 
Clerk will obtain three quotations against the agreed specification.  The neighbourhood 
plan steering group is finalising the first draft of the neighbourhood development plan 
which will then go out for consultation.  The Clerk has been asked by the steering group 
to be secretary as well as treasurer to the group.  The deadline for expenditure of the 
neighbourhood plan grant has been extended to 29 February 2016.  The report of 
running water in the drains from Little Furlongs has been passed to South Shropshire 
Housing Association.  Balfour Beatty has stated there are no funds available in the 2015-
16 annual plan to increase parking on Kings Road by St George’s Crescent.  The request 
has been recorded within the traffic engineering priority list for when and if funds become 
available to investigate such a scheme.  The Clerk attended ‘Clerks at Christmas’, a 
briefing facilitated by HALC.  Representatives of Yarpole’s Good Neighbour Scheme will 
be at the next meeting.  Severn Trent has been asked to provide an update.  
Herefordshire Council has been asked to reconsider the school transport policy.  A 
broken streetlight on Church Lane has been reported to Balfour Beatty (and fixed).  A 
pre-application has been made to the War Memorials Trust to fund restoration work on 
the village war memorial.  Initial figures have been received from Herefordshire Council 
on the cost of funding the extended 490 service to Ludlow.   
 
Cllr. Smith reported on the recent meeting of the village hall committee.  There was no 
action required. 
 
[Ward Cllr. Bowen joined the meeting.] 
 
Cllr. Harrison provided a report on the Highways England meeting held on 24 November 
2016.  There was no action required. 
 

5. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said the scrutiny committee is 
looking at transport and housing.  Attracting and retaining people in Herefordshire will 
require better facilities such as hotels.  The proposed university should be a catalyst for 
new businesses and people to come to the county.  The cabinet favours a bypass to the 
west of Hereford, but there is still support for one to the east as well.  The proposed rail 
access to Rotherwas is on hold; the line will be kept so it remains an option for the future.  
Superfast broadband should be in place by December 2016.  Government is being 
lobbied to improve mobile coverage.  The locality steward will be looking at the roads 
next week, and will look at the pothole on Tunnel Lane reported by Cllr. Smith during the 
meeting, along with the manhole by the Millbrook Way/ B4361 junction which clangs 
loudly when driven over. 

6. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – None present. 



Plans –  
153790 Waterloo Lodge, Orleton Common, Orleton – Proposed change of use of 
ancillary annexe to holiday let.  The planning application was supported. 
160001 2 Mortimer Drive, Orleton, SY8 4JW – Works to Sycamore tree.  There was no 
objection to the proposed tree works.  
The meeting expressed disappointment that Herefordshire Council has granted planning 
permission for 153298 Lilac Cottage, and that planning application 152204 Land opposite 
Orleton School has yet to be determined. 

7. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£13,741.86; and Money Manager – £24,282.62.  
ii) The following payments were agreed:  Orleton Village Hall, meetings (£220.00); 
Hoople Ltd, neighbourhood plan maps (£193.20); Hitrees, play area on recreation ground 
(£504.00); Recreation Ground, contribution to overspend on Young Play project 
(£3,000.00); Age UK, donation (£100.00); Society of Local Council Clerks (£30.00); and 
R Mills, replace glass in telephone kiosk (£40.80). 
iii) Transparency Code funding: the meeting decided funding is not required as the parish 
council already has a laptop and effective website.  The website is maintained by Cllr. 
Clanzy-Hodge. 

8. Lengthsman and Footpaths – It was noted that a member of the public has expressed 
interest in becoming the new footpath officer.  Registration of footpaths was not 
considered to be a concern as the parish council has confidence in the definitive map of 
public rights of way in the parish maintained by Herefordshire Council. 

9. Local police matters – West Mercia Police have the schedule of meetings for 2016, and 
have been invited to attend a meeting early in 2016. 

10. Listing of community assets – The parish council agreed the social well-being or social 
interests that are supported by The Boot, Post Office and Shop and medical practice.  
These will be included in the application to Herefordshire Council for listing these 
properties as assets of community value.  The Clerk was asked to contact the owner(s) 
of each asset prior to submitting the application. 

11.  Village signs – The meeting agreed to investigate the placing of a village sign on the 
B4361 by Old Police House.   

12. Litter pick – The meeting agreed to place a notice in Grapevine both to let people know 
that equipment is available, and encourage people to come forward to organise a litter 
pick in the village. 

13. Conservation of single cell dwelling – Cllr. Harrison kindly agreed to discuss options for 
the conservation of the dwelling with the owner. 

14. Village Pump, Deakins Lane – It was agreed to obtain a quotation from R Mills for the 
painting of the pump and provision of a replacement grate.  A new top and replacement 
handle will be highlighted as optional.  

15. Church Yard Cottage – The meeting agreed to ask the Clerk to approach a local historian 
and former councillor to enquire about the history of the cottage, and to obtain the details 
of the Grade II listing of the cottage. 

16. Training – The meeting noted councillors may attend HALC training sessions, providing 
the booking is organised via the Clerk. 

17. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – None.  
18. Information items – Noted. 
19. Date for next meeting – Thursday 18 February 2016. 

The meeting closed at 9.30pm.  
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


