
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON THURSDAY 8 
DECEMBER 2016 AT THE VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Chairman; Barry Gandy – Vice Chairman; Jenny Harrison; and Paul 
Smith.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE  Ward Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); Richard Hewitt (Clerk).  There 
were four members of the public present. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – Eddie Clanzy-Hodge. 
2. To co-opt two new members to the parish council. 
3. Declarations of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – Cllr. Gandy 

declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in planning application 163553 Amiss Orchard, 
and a non-disclosable pecuniary interest in 9 ii) Orleton Good Neighbour Scheme. 

4. The minutes of the meetings held on 20 and 27 October and 3 November 2016 were 
agreed and signed as a true record. 

5. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said Herefordshire Council needs to 
save £28 million by 2019.  The bus service needs to retain a minimum service and Ward 
Cllr. Bowen said he would not want it to be cut further.  The bus service is an important 
service.  The task and finish group has proposed Hereford and Marches LEP joins the 
West Midlands Consortium as a non-constituent member.  In January 2016, the scrutiny 
committee will be looking at school transport.  Local NHS and social services are working 
on a transformation plan, and people can make their views known via the survey on the 
‘Your Conversation’ website.  There is a drop-in consultation at Leominster Community 
Hospital on 19 December 2016.  Amey is appealing the ruling which awarded £9.5 million 
to Herefordshire Council.  A decision from government on funding to establish the 
university in Hereford is pending.  The A49-A465 link road is being built. 

6. Clerk’s report and reports on meetings attended by parish councillors – The Regulation 
16 public consultation on the neighbourhood development plan held by Herefordshire 
Council has been publicised on noticeboards at the shop and in Grapevine.  The 
Regulation 16 consultation will end on 12 December 2016.  Severn Trent has been 
asked to attend the next meeting of the parish council on 19 January 2017.  The local 
environment services contractor appointed to empty dog bins at St George’s Crescent 
and Millbrook Way has started emptying the bins fortnightly for a period of two months.  
A SID will be deployed by Balfour Beatty on the B4361 by Portway in February 2017. 
 
[Cllr. Smith joined the meeting.] 
 

7. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – Three 
members of the public spoke against planning application 163553 Amiss Orchard.  A 
Border Oak representative answered questions on 163553 Amiss Orchard and 
suggested amendments that could be made to the application.  Ward Cllr. Bowen said he 
will ask that 163553 Amiss Orchard is considered by Herefordshire Council’s planning 
committee.  A hedge on Tunnel Lane was reported to be encroaching on the highway. 
 

 [Cllr. Gandy left the meeting.] 
 

8. Plans  
163553 Amiss Orchard, Orleton – Demolition of bungalow and associated outbuildings 
and erection of 4 dwellings.  The parish council agreed to object to the planning 
application on the following grounds: 
i) The site lies outside the settlement boundary for Orleton village in the neighbourhood 
development plan which completed Regulation 16 on 12 December 2016. 
 



 
ii) There has been a history of planning applications being made on the site, which have 
all been refused by the planning authority. 
iii) Planning commitments and completions in Orleton village already significantly exceed 
the guideline of 14 percent growth in dwellings highlighted in Herefordshire Council’s 
Core Strategy. 
iv) The parish council is very concerned about the proposed access to Kitchen Hill Road, 
which is particularly narrow at this point (single lane) by the village shop, and is used as 
a rat run where vehicles drive at speed. 
v) The difference in height between the proposed site and neighbouring bungalows on 
Millbrook Way is significant and will mean that the two storey dwellings proposed will be 
overlooking and lead to loss of privacy in the neighbouring bungalows. 
vi) The planning application proposes connecting to the sewage infrastructure. The 
parish council will not support new connections until existing problems with the sewerage 
have been resolved by Severn Trent. 
 
[Cllr. Gandy rejoined the meeting.] 
 
The following planning decisions by Herefordshire Council were noted:  161910 Little 
Gains – planning permission; 163317 Manor Byre – planning permission; 163049 Well 
Cottage – works to trees within a conservation area allowed; 163108 2 Mortimer Drive – 
works to trees within a conservation area allowed; 162959 Hope Cottage – works to trees 
within a conservation area allowed; 162761 Barn at Brightall Coppice – prior approval 
refused; 163231 Land at Comberton adjacent to Orchard Farm – refused. 
 
Enforcement: Herefordshire Council has stated the transmitter on Land forming part of 
Overton Farm (160431) was installed after a Section 37 planning notice, which is a 
“formality from a statutory undertaker to carry out works which did not require planning 
permission”. 
 

9. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£12,649.45; and Money Manager – £20,294.67.  
ii) The following payments were agreed:  Data Orchard, neighbourhood plan 
(£2,127.960); T Sharod (Grayscale), NDP website (£30.00); Grant Thornton, external 
audit (£240.00); Hitrees, lengthsman and footpaths (£795.00); and Leo Pest Control, 
emptying of dog bins x 2 (£45.60).  
iii) Allowances Scheme for Parish Councillors – The meeting agreed to request 
clarification on whether refunding councillor expenses is permitted outside this scheme. 
iv) Quotations for new sign at God’s Acre – After considering two quotations, it was 
agreed to donate £544.30 for the renovation and installation of a new painted wooden 
sign for God’s Acre.  The work will be carried out by a local craftsman. 
v) Parish council accounts 2016-17 to date, and proposed precept 2017-18 – The parish 
council noted the receipts and payments account for the period April-September 2016 
and considered the proposed precept for 2017-18.  It was agreed to support Orleton 
Recreation Association by funding the annual insurance premium and upkeep of the new 
play area.  The meeting agreed to make funding available for the lengthsman and P3 
footpaths schemes operated by Balfour Beatty on behalf of Herefordshire Council and to 
submit an Expression of Interest.  The proposed 2017-18 budget was adopted 
unanimously and the precept set at £25,000.00. 
vi) Effectiveness of financial internal controls – The meeting reviewed internal financial 
controls which were found to be satisfactory. 
 



 
10. Lengthsman/ Highways and Footpaths, including proposal to site new socket for SID 

deployment at Comberton – The meeting considered a SID briefing note from Balfour 
Beatty and agreed to request a new socket on the B4362 at Comberton.  The parish 
council anticipates that the SID will be sited near the entrance to the village, but this can 
be confirmed following the speed data obtained and a site meeting to review the optimal 
sites for a base. 
 
The lengthsman has cleaned signs around the parish and strimmed Deakins Lane, 
Millbrook Way bank and God’s Acre.  Bulbs have been planted on Millbrook Way bank.  
Landowners have been requested to cut back the hedges or trees which were reported 
as encroaching on the highway at the last meeting. 
 
The locality steward has been asked to check the width of the footpath between Little 
Overton and The Grange conforms to regulations.  The lengthsman has been put on 
notice to clear the footpaths towards the parish boundary with Brimfield pending an 
update from Brimfield Parish Council on their footpaths which connect to those in Orleton 
parish.  The Chairman said he will provide details of a footpath which is believed to be 
blocked for the Clerk to report to the locality steward. Several hollows on OL19, where 
the path runs along the brook in the wood at the recreation ground will be filled to prevent 
the collection of water and mud – the work will need to be done when the ground is drier. 
 

11. Consider complaint received about the new LED street lights in the village – There have 
been reports that the new streetlights do not provide as much light as previously.  Ward 
Cllr. Bowen kindly agreed to ask for the streetlights by the Old Bakery to be checked.  

12. To consider Herefordshire Council consultation on Local Flood Risk Management 
Strategy – To consider at the next meeting. 

13. To consider Herefordshire Council consultation on freight strategy – To consider at the 
next meeting 

14. Single cell dwelling at the Boot – Ward Cllr. Bowen said he has been informed that a 
conservation order is likely to be made soon to protect the single cell dwelling.  The 
meeting noted advice from Herefordshire Council to approach the owner to propose 
working together to secure the dwelling, and that the Clerk has written to begin a 
dialogue on the matter. 

15. Proposal to support a roadside, self-service tabletop sale to raise funds for local causes 
– The initiative is modelled on the tabletop sale at Elton.  The meeting agreed to consider 
the proposal in spring 2017. 

16. Proposed dates and times of parish council meetings in 2017 – The dates of the 
meetings in 2017 were agreed unanimously. The duration of meetings will be kept within 
two hours to accommodate starting parish council meetings at 7.30. 

17. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – Project ‘wish list’ for 207-18. 
18. Information items – Noted. 
19. Date for next meeting – 7.30pm, Thursday 19 January 2017.  

 
The meeting closed at 9.54pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


