
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT 7.30PM ON WEDNESDAY 8 
JULY 2015 AT THE METHODIST CHAPEL 
 
PRESENT  Richard Jack – Acting Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Eddie Clanzy-Hodge; and Jimmy 
Morgan. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  District Cllr. Sebastian Bowen (Bircher Ward); Ian Robertson, Footpaths 
Officer; and Richard Hewitt (Clerk). 
 

1. Election of Chairman – Richard Jack agreed to continue as Acting Chairman. 
2. Apologies for absence – Martin Bradford and Barry Gandy. 
3. Co-opt a new member – Postponed to next meeting. 
4. Declaration of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – None. 
5. Election of Vice Chairman – Postponed to next meeting. 
6. Footpaths – the Footpaths Officer highlighted a footpath behind the Bakers Arms which 

has fallen into disuse, however, this is not a problem as there is an alternative route 
which people can take, and recommended the status quo is maintained.  The parish 
council noted the report and accepted the recommendation. 

7. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – Ian Robertson 
provided a progress report on the allotments: the rabbit proof fencing has been effective.  
A donated shed will be placed on cleared land and will include an eco-toilet. 

8. Lengthsman – The Clerk reported that the locality steward and lengthsman (R Mills) 
recently marked up potholes for repair on Tunnel Lane, Kitchen Hill Road, Kings Road 
and Halletts Well.  Hitrees has strimmed junctions in the village, as well as Church Lane, 
Millbrook Way bank and Deakins Lane.  The lengthsman (Hitrees) was asked to strim the 
junction of the B4361 and Kitchen Hill Road.  A local resident has reported that their 
verge has been cut against their wishes, however, this was not an activity undertaken by 
the lengthsman and the resident has been informed that the work was carried out by 
Balfour Beatty. 
 
[Cllr. Harrison joined the meeting.] 
 

9. Orleton Parish Council Accounts – The Annual Accounts for 2014-15 were considered by 
the meeting and unanimously agreed.  The Statement of Accounts was unanimously 
agreed and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.  The Clerk read out the Annual 
Governance Statement.  All statements in the Annual Governance Statement were 
unanimously agreed and signed by the Chairman and Clerk.  The meeting asked the 
Clerk to contact a past chairman of the parish council to make enquiries about a field 
located on the edge of the village, which is believed to be held in trust. 

10. Risk schedule – this was reviewed and agreed. 
11. Appoint council members to neighbourhood plan steering group and procedures and 

policies working group – Cllr. Jack kindly agreed to join the neighbourhood plan steering 
group. An additional parish council member will be invited to join the steering group at 
the next meeting.  A decision on members of the procedures and policies working group 
was postponed to the next meeting. 

12. The minutes of the annual meeting held on 18 June 2015 were agreed and signed as a 
true record. 

13. Report on Herefordshire Council – Ward Cllr. Bowen said the new minister attended the 
recent LGA Conference.  There will be closer integration of NHS and social care 
services.  Cllr. Bowen highlighted lightweight ‘sandbag’ substitutes, and the parish 
council agreed to look at these at the next meeting.  The official opening of Little 
Furlongs was a great success.  Traffic calming measures are still outstanding, and will be 
reviewed at a site meeting with Balfour Beatty.   



The scrutiny committee is starting the review of smallholdings in the county, and will 
report in October 2015.  There will be a Saturday service to Ludlow on the 490 from 
September 2015. 

14. Clerks Report – A conditional grant offer to support the neighbourhood development plan 
has been received from Groundwork UK.  Once the payment has been made, the 
steering group will be able to complete the analysis of the questionnaires.  Around 12 
local people have signed up for the Heartstart training on 16 July 2015.  There is a 
budget consultation meeting in Hereford later in the month.  A request for volunteers to 
participate in a Community Speed Watch will be re-advertised. 

15. Plans 
151914 Church House Farm, Orleton, SY8 4HN – Proposed works to various trees.  
There was no objection to the proposed work. 
 
There were no decisions on planning applications from Herefordshire Council to report 
since the last meeting. 
 

16. Accounts 
i) The meeting reviewed the latest balances of the parish council accounts: Treasurer – 
£8,327.42; and Money Manager – £24,372.82.   
ii) The following payments were agreed: D G Lewis, repair boundary wall, God’s Acre 
(£91.51); St George’s PCC, donation for churchyard maintenance (£1,300.00); 
Honorarium re: internal audit (£50.00, M&S vouchers, to be purchased by the Clerk); 
HITREES, lengthsman (£378.00); Methodist Chapel, donation re: meeting held 8 July 
2015 (£20.00); and I Robertson, neighbourhood watch expenses (£23.99). 
iii) The Clerk reported that a note has been sent to the Village Hall Committee in line with 
minute 18 iii), 18 June 2015. 

17. Support for village hall – The parish council agreed to consider supporting the 
refurbishment of the hall in line with an agreed plan.  The village hall will need to provide 
a plan for the proposed refurbishment. 

18.  Refurbishment of telephone kiosk – The meeting agreed to obtain a quotation for the 
refurbishment of the kiosk, to include two shelves and a bench outside (space 
permitting). 

19. Obstruction in brook to rear of Mortimer Drive – The meeting noted the removal of 
obstructions in the brook are the responsibility of the riparian owner.  Ward Cllr. Bowen 
kindly said he will ask the riparian owner to look at this, and also ask Balfour Beatty to 
ensure the brook beneath the bridge on Millbrook Way is flowing freely. 

20. Overgrown hedge at unoccupied property, Mortimer Drive – The parish council agreed 
that the lengthsman should cut the frontage to prevent the hedge from blocking the 
pavement.   

21. Matters raised for next meeting (no discussion) – overgrown hedges; and static caravan 
at Comberton. 

22. Information items – Noted. 
23. Little Furlongs – The meeting agreed to the provisos raised by South Shropshire Housing 

Association as part of changing the tenure of the remaining property from shared 
ownership to rented.  The spoil or debris left on the site has been used by a local 
landowner.  

24. Date for next meeting – Thursday 17 September 2015.   
The meeting closed at 10.15.  

 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


