
 
MINUTES OF ORLETON PARISH COUNCIL EXTRAORDINARY MEETING HELD AT 
ORLETON VILLAGE HALL AT 8.10PM ON THURSDAY 3 SEPTEMBER 2015 
 
PRESENT 
Richard Jack – Acting Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Eddie Clanzy-Hodge; Martin Bradford; 
Barry Gandy and Jimmy Morgan. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE  District Cllr. Sebastian Bowen, Bircher Ward; and Richard Hewitt, 
Clerk. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – None. 
2. Declaration of interest and written dispensations on agenda items – None. 
3. Invitation to members of the public to address the council (limited to 15) – Members 

of the public indicated they had no more to add to the comments made at the parish 
meeting held earlier in the evening. 

4. Plans 
152204 Land opposite Orleton School, Kings Road, Orleton – Proposed Outline 
application with some matters reserved for 39 no. dwellings, garages, roads, school 
nature area, off road school parking and allotments.  The parish council agreed to 
oppose the proposed outline planning application on the following grounds: 
 
1. Infrastructure – Orleton Parish Council is undertaking a neighbourhood 
development plan, and sees a need for new housing, however, at this time the 
infrastructure in the village will not support this.  There is a long running problem 
with the sewage infrastructure which dates back 20 years or more, and is currently 
the subject of an investigation by Severn Trent Water’s Investment Planning team 
to try and identify suitable remedial works (please see Severn Trent July 2015 
update below, and more information is available on request).  
 
“[We]…have been looking into this scheme since we last met. As you are aware, we 
have been to site, interviewed the residents who flood and we also went to your 
Parish Council meeting….  The MH surveys are complete and the Flow Monitors go 
in this week. Having spoken to the residents we know that there is overland flow 
from the bridge restriction and that gullies have been put in to mitigate this flow I 
think the upstream property flooding is related to this overland flow.  From 
inspection I think the problem is flat back-falling sewers in the rear gardens of the 
affected properties causing pollution. This is supported by pollution reports in DWF 
condition.  The solution is a relay the sewer  in the road (as the gardens are well 
kept, with trees sheds hedges etc). We have identified the potential route  and  
scoped this up roughly.  Our contractor Amey has visited the site to confirm that the 
solution is buildable.  I need to wait for a verified model to confirm the upstream 
issues but I am confident that we are getting to the bottom of the problem.” 
 
Several times per year, raw sewage leaks from the system.  At other times, heavy 
rainfall overwhelms the infrastructure leading to local flooding fed from the manhole 
covers on the adjacent Kings Road.  Any development must depend on an 
adequate infrastructure and this is not in place at this time at Orleton.  
 
Contrary to the flood report, Kings Road does flood, and at one point was 
impassable for five days.  A local resident reported five serious floods in 45 years, 
several in the past 10 years. Another local resident reported that their garden, which 
will be adjacent to the proposed development floods each year.   
 



 
The proposed soakaways in the development would be the responsibility of the 
residents to check after heavy rainfall and once per month, which is an unrealistic 
expectation, and will inevitably lead to increased surface water run off in an area of 
the village which already has problems with surface water run off, and on a site 
which is immediately adjacent to a flood zone and an area of Kings Road which is 
known to flood. 
 
2. Road safety – The proposed car park for the school means children will need to 
cross Kings Road to get to school on the opposite side. This in itself is a risk without 
an adequate crossing.   However, the proposed access to the development is 
located where there is no pavement on either side of Kings Road, which means the 
children will need to walk on the road.  At busy times, when children are being 
dropped off and picked up from school, this lack of pavement and crossing will lead 
to children walking on the road on both sides of Kings Road and crossing the road 
at all points between the school and proposed entrance to the development. 
 
3. Scale – The neighbourhood plan questionnaire asked what scale of development 
is appropriate for any one development, and the answer is clear: ideally 2-5 houses 
(50-54%).  Only 11 percent considered a development with more than 10 houses to 
be appropriate.  The proposal to build 39 houses is out of scale with the wishes of 
local people and would be an overdevelopment of the village. 
 
For the reasons of sewage infrastructure, flooding, road safety and 
overdevelopment, Orleton Parish Council urges that the planning application is 
refused. 
 
152355 The White House, Orleton, SY8 4JG – Proposed change of use of land 
from agricultural to residential.  There was no objection. 
 
152225 Bower Orchard, Church Lane, Orleton, SY8 4HU – Proposed works to 
trees.  The meeting supported the proposed tree works. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.40pm.  

 
 
 
 
 
Signed      Date 
Chairman 


