
MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD AT 7.00PM ON THURSDAY 12 MAY 
2016 AT ORLETON VILLAGE HALL 
 
PRESENT 
Parish Council Members:  Richard Jack – Chairman; Jenny Harrison; Barry Gandy; Eddie 
Clanzy-Hodge; and Paul Smith.  There were 6 members of the public present. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE Mrs P Betteridge, Mrs Elizabeth Moran, and Mr David Small, 
Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group; Mr Simon Collings, Chair of Governors, 
Orleton CE Primary School; Ward Cllr. S Bowen; and R Hewitt, Clerk 
 
The meeting was chaired by Richard Jack – Chairman, Orleton Parish Council. 
 

1. Apologies for absence – None. 
2. Declarations of interest and written dispensations – None. 
3. The minutes of the annual parish meeting held on 30 April 2015 were agreed to be a 

true record and signed. 
4. Ward Cllr. Report – Sebastian Bowen said it was a privilege to represent the 

community.  At the stage of Regulation 16, neighbourhood development plans have 
legal status.  There is still no 5 year land supply in the county, and the requirement is 
for 5 years plus 20 percent.   
 
A new yard manager at Balfour Beatty’s Kingsland depot is very forward looking and 
agrees that potholes and lumps are not acceptable.  In the future, potholes should be 
better and stretches of road will be re-laid where there are multiple potholes. There is 
a recognition of the need to get it right first time.  The new locality steward has been 
appointed .  The budget for roads is limited.  Ward Cllr. Bowen said he has 
requested the county council use reserves or take a loan to tackle potholes. 
 
The Community Infrastructure Levy or CIL is set to be introduced next year, and will 
provide additional funding for parishes with neighbourhood development plans.  The 
council offices at Brockhampton have been sold for £1.4 million.  A new science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) university is planned at Hereford. 
 
The daytime 490 bus service to Ludlow has been secured with the help of support 
from parish councils. 
 

5. Orleton Primary School – Simon Collings, Chair of Governors said the progress of 
children at the school has improved consistently over the years, and is now in the top 
4-6 percent in the country. 
 
The curriculum has expanded, including a ‘winter olympics’.  All pupils are able to 
experience school trips.  The Year 3 and 4 groups are fewer in number, where there 
is some mixing of groups.  Reception and Year 1 is now rated as outstanding.  The 
school has taken a leadership role with the pre-school.  The children designed a new 
logo for the school, and there is a new website.  Sponsoring the minis at Luctonians 
led directly to three new pupils joining the school. 

  



 
Looking to the future, the school is implementing the new curriculum, and has a new 
IT system to help track it.  Orleton is an OFSTED reference school for the new 
curriculum.  Interactive TVs have replaced whiteboards at the school. 
 
Mr Collings slides are included with the minutes. 
 
The Chairman asked about parking at the school in light of the 39 houses, car park 
and woodland reserve planned in the field opposite.  Mr Collings said the additional 
parking should help to relieve pressure in the mornings and afternoons, and should 
be supported by a zebra crossing and 20mph zone.  The school is due to hold a 
Walk to School Week.   
 

6. Village Hall Management Committee – A report from the village hall was read out by 
the Clerk (copy is available and included with the minutes). 

7. Orleton Recreation Ground – A report from the recreation ground was read out by 
the Clerk (copy is available and included with the minutes). 

8. Parish Council Report – Cllr. Richard Jack provided a report (copy is included with 
the minutes). 

9. Regulation 14 public consultation on the draft neighbourhood development plan for 
Orleton and Richards Castle – The Chairman of the steering group, Mr Small, said 
the draft neighbourhood development plan is out for consultation and encouraged 
members of the public to give their views before the deadline on 20 June 2016.   
 
The field opposite the school has been included as a site allocation in the draft 
neighbourhood development plan.  It does mean that the guideline number of 
houses in Orleton has been achieved. 
 
Ward Cllr. Bowen said he will write an article on planning for publication in 
Grapevine. 
 

10. Open session for the general public – There were no matters raised.  A member of 
the public said the efforts of the parish council were appreciated enormously and 
asked for a vote of thanks which was supported by members of the public present. 

11. The meeting closed at 8.56pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Date      Signed 
Chairman  


