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Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council
held on Thursday 21st November 2024
at 6:00pm in the Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: David Lane (Chair), Barry Rogers, Veronica Bishop, Ron Gittings, Brian Powell & Mark Simmons

In attendance: Emma Thomas – HALC Clerk Cover
                           Michael Jones – potential co-optee for position of Parish Councillor

Public: 0

1. To appoint a qualified temporary Clerk for the meeting.
It was RESOLVED to appoint Emma Thomas as temporary clerk cover for the meeting

2. To receive apologies of absence.
All present 

3. To consider any declarations of interest and written requests for dispensation on agenda items.
None.  It was NOTED that Cllr Lane has an on-going dispensation to discuss any matters related to flooding.

4. To consider applications for co-option to the parish council and appoint an applicant to the role of parish councillor.
It was REPORTED that there had been one application for the role of Parish Councillor.  A paper vote was taken and Mr Michael Jones was duly co-opted onto the Council.  He signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and joined the meeting.

5. To consider any further declaration of interest or written request for a dispensation on agenda items.
Cllr Michael Jones DECLARED a DPI against item 10

6. To approve Minutes of the meeting held on 17th October 2024 – APPENDIX 1
The minutes were APPROVED and duly SIGNED by the Chair.

7. Open session (limited to 10 minutes)
None present

8. Clerk’s report to note the resignation of the Clerk effective 30th November 2024.
The clerk’s resignation effective 30th November 2024 was NOTED.  It was RESOLVED that HALC would undertake the recruitment process for a new clerk.

9. Finance
9.1 To note the bank balance as at 30th September 2024
The bank balances for October were noted as:  Current Account £36,656.64
                                                                                     Reserve Account £2279.42
9.2 To authorise transfer of current account funds to interest bearing reserve account
It was RESOLVED to transfer £15,000 to the reserve account.
9.3 To approve the pay award backdated to April 2024 applicable to O Barrett and A Littleworth in accord with Local Government Services Pay Agreement 2024/5. (Scale 21 from £17.16 to £17.79) a flat annual rate of £1,290, equivalent to £107.50 per month.
It was RESOLVED to approve the pay awards backdated to 1st April 2024.
9.4  To note the following payments made:
9.4.1 HMRC P32 £197.14
9.4.2 DHF Products (metal poles for SIDS) £135.60
9.4.3 Clerk October salary as per the Contract of Employment
9.4.4 Leo Pest Control SI102476 £85.20
9.4.5 Bank Service Charge (Direct Debit) £5.40
9.4.6 HMRC SDDS (Direct Debit) £754.35 *
9.4.7 M Bradford PFO September expenses £222.54
9.4.8 McVeigh Parker (gates) £892.80
9.4.9 Royal British Legion (Remembrance Sunday wreath) £27.25
9.4.10 Clerk November salary as per Contract of Employment
The above payments were NOTED as having been paid
9.5 To approve the following payments: 
9.5.1 Clerk travel expenses from July 2024 to November 2024
9.5.2 O Barrett temp clerking fee October meeting £250.00
9.5.3 Yatton Farm Services Inv 999 £2,322.00
9.5.4 Yatton Farm Services Inv 1001 £456.00
9.5.5 Yatton Farm Services Inv 1002 £456.00
9.5.6 Yatton Farm Services Inv 1003 £456.00
9.5.7 Yatton Farm Services Inv 1004 £444.00
9.5.8 Yatton Farm Services Inv 1006 £126.00
9.5.9 Yatton Farm Services Inv 1005 £540.00
9.5.10 Yatton Farm Services Inv 1007 £456.00
The above invoices were APPROVED for payment by BACS.  It was REQUESTED that the Lengthsman submit his invoices on a more regular basis.
[bookmark: _Hlk183437170]Cllr Michael Jones left the meeting
10. Planning
Land at Comberton P233282/F – proposed use of land for stationing of caravans: to consider further submissions from the applicant and approve a draft letter of response.
It was RESOLVED to send the draft letter of response to the planning department.
Ward Cllr D. Hurcomb joined the meeting
Cllr Michael Jones re-joined the meeting
11. Speed Indicator Devices (SIDS)	
An update from Cllr Gittings was RECEIVED.  It was NOTED that he now has the posts needed.  It was RESOLVED to revisit the discussion on where to site the SID’s in January, once more detail of the proposed 20 mph TRO on Kitchen Hill has been received.  Ward Cllr Hurcomb will chase up this detail.

12. Draft Precept – to consider a presentation of the draft precept from Cllr Gittings to include but not limited to:
12.1 Consideration of the Clerks remuneration and hours
        It was AGREED that the clerk’s hours and salary rate needed to change if they were going to hold 
        onto a clerk.  It was NOTED that HALC recommend that a qualified clerk starts on SCP26.

12.2 Consideration of the sum allocated for and amounts of grants and donations
       It was AGREED that the amount set aside for grants and donations should remain at £3000
12.3 The adequacy of reserves held by the parish council
        It was NOTED that reserves equating to between 6 and 12 months’ worth of precept should be held 
        by a small Parish Council as unallocated reserves.

As several alterations to the draft budget were requested, it was RESOLVED that Cllr Gittings would re-work the draft budget and circulate it to Cllrs between meetings to enable an updated draft budget to be presented at the January meeting for approval.

13. Report on meeting with Adam Breakwell – Head Teacher of Orleton C of E Primary School
A report on this meeting was RECEIVED.  It was NOTED that the Parish Council Resilience Plan should be revisited in the New Year as the school had kindly offered to be a place of refuge in an emergency event.
13.1 Independent governor – to consider an invitation to put forward a nominee
       It was RESOLVED that Cllr Barry Rogers would be put forward as willing to stand as a nominee for 
       independent governor for the school.
13.2 Flood response and road closures – communications
       It was AGREED that the Chair would contact the head teacher if any of the highways in Orleton were 
       going to be closed due to flooding as this would allow him to forewarn parents.

14. To note the conditional approval of the Herefordshire Council drainage grant 
The conditional award of the drainage grant was NOTED.  This is subject to a discussion concerning the proposed alteration to drainage at the bridge.  It was NOTED that the drainage engineer, Mark Watkins, had met with the Lengthsman so talks are already ongoing regarding this.

15. Severn Trent Sewer Flooding
To receive an update from Cllr Lane on correspondence from Severn Trent and meetings with planning officers and Cllr Hurcomb on 14 November.
It was NOTED that following a protest which 25 people attended, Severn Trent are now undertaking  a further and more detailed investigation into  sewer flooding.  They have admitted that there is hydraulic incapacity and the Planning Department have confirmed that any new development would need to have drainage independent of the main sewer system.  Herefordshire Council have now agreed to not take comments from consultees at face value if they receive  substantive evidence to the contrary from the Parish Council.  It is hoped that all parties including the Environment Agency will get together to discuss all issues fully.

16. To receive updates and agree next steps, where appropriate:
16.1 Village Hall – to receive an update from Cllr Rogers.
        A brief update was received.  A discussion about the funding shortfall took place.
16.2 Orleton Recreation Association – to receive an update from Cllr Powell.
        It was REPORTED that the pavilion is being renovated – with works due to start in the New Year.  Tree 
        thinning is taking place, two new litter bins have been installed and stone has been laid in the gateway.
16.3 Highways – to receive an update from Cllr Bishop. Highways – to receive an update from Cllr Bishop and to note ‘Regulation 28 Report to prevent future deaths’ issued by HM Coroner and sent to Chief Executive HCC in relation to fatal accident on B4361.
A report from Cllr Bishop was RECEIVED.  This included the following items:
· Cables across Millbrook Way indicate that some action is being taken regarding the road safety project.
· The increase in traffic from the crossroads to the B4361 via Kitchen Hill is significant since the development at Captains Meadow.  It was AGREED that the submission of a TRO to extend the 30mph limit in this area should be discussed in January.
· The Section 28 Report was NOTED.  Ward Cllr Hurcomb stated that a formal response from Herefordshire Council would be out soon.  A discussion about the planned highway safety measures in the parish followed.
16.4 Land Drainage Group and Flood Wardens – to receive an update from Cllr Lane on NFM scheme.
Cllr Lane REPORTED that there had been little activity from the Land Drainage Group since the last meeting.  The Flood Wardens are on standby for the coming weekend and the email detailing highways closed due to  flooding was prepared.  Concern was expressed that landowners had not yet received any   communications on the NFM Scheme.
16.5 Footpaths – to receive an update from Cllr Gittings.
       Cllr Gittings REPORTED that 3 of the 22 tasks from the PRoW Grant list have been completed.  Other 
       minor repairs have been made, and the street signs refurbished.  It was NOTED that more refurbished 
       signs may go up – although it was NOTED that all signs need permission form the highways authority 
       prior to installation.  Correspondence regarding the installation of kissing gates was NOTED.

17. Highway Flood Relief Scheme
To receive an update from Ward Cllr Hurcomb.
The following items were included in Ward Cllr Hurcomb’s report:
· Herefordshire Council will be undertaking survey work before Christmas for the planned highway safety scheme.  The date they will be doing this has been requested in order that the PC can meet up if they wish to.
· Gully clearing will be done before the surveys.  It was REQUESTED that jetting is also undertaken.
· Modelling work is due to take place in January with a report by February.

18. To receive an update form HC Bircher Ward Member, Councillor D. Hurcomb (limited to 5 minutes).
Ward Cllr Hurcomb’s report included the following items:
· The budget is being discussed this month.
· It is hoped that there will be an increase in the highway funding available.
· It is planned that the Lengthsman, PRoW and Drainage grants will be available next year.

Thanks were expressed for Cllr Hurcomb’s efforts in the Parish.

19. Matters for discussion at the next meeting. (No discussion)
· Absence of bollards at the top of Green Lane.
· TRO as per item 16.3

20. Date of next meeting:  23rd January 2025 at 6:00pm
NOTED

The meeting closed at 20.05



Signed: ____________________________________________  Dated: ________________________
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